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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


# GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Victor Alexander George Robert 
Bilwer-Lytton, Earl of Lytton, P.C., G.C.I.E, 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, Kt., Vice-President, in charge of the 
following portfolios : — 

, 1. Judicial. 

2. Emigration. 

3* Immigration. 

4. Jurisdiction. 

5. legislative. 

6. Haj Pilgrimage. 

The Hon’ble Sir Hroii Stephenson, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., I.C.S., in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political (excluding Haj Pilgrimage). 

3. Police. 

4. Jails. 

5. Ecclesiastical. 

The Rou ble Mr. J. Ihmi.n, C.S.I., C.I.E., I.C.S., in charge of the 
following portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Reserved Industrial Subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 

The Hon’bl* Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. I^ind Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

ft. Excluded Areas. 



U GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

President. 

The Hon’ble Sir Evan Cotton, Kt., C.I.E. 

Deputy President. 

Dk. Audulla Al-Mamun Suhraavardy. 


Panel. of Chairmen for the Seventeenth Session. 

Kumar Shui Kiikkhuifsw *.k It\y. 

Sir Wii.lovoiiiiy Carry. 

Balm Jatindka Nath Bam. 

Maulvi Ekuamul II rg. 

Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, I.C.S. 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council — A. dk (\ Williams, I.CS.. 
A. M. Hutchison and K. N. Majvmd'ar. 

Registrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 


Adda ms-Williams, Mr. C., C.I.K. (Nominated Official.) 

Addv, Babu Anuilya Dhone. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Ahnmud, Mauhi Asimmldin. [Tippcrn (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed; Maulvi Tayebuddin. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Zannoor. [Bimhvan Division South (Muhammadan).) 
Aloy, Khan Bahadur S. Mahhoob. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).) 
Ali, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Bagchi, Babu Homes Chandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Band, Air. It. N. (Indian Juto Mills Association. ) 

Banor jea, Dr. Prumuthanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhnmmadan). ) 
Banerjee, Babu Satya Kishore. (Burdwun landholders.) 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Ontral (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Bai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Barma, Uai Sahib Panehanan, M.B.E. [Unngpur (Non-Muhammadan).] * 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath, [Calcutta North (Non-Mulmmmadan).] 
Basil, Babu Sarnt Chandra. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Beg, Khan Bahadur Mirza Shujant Ali. [24-Parganafl Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Best, the Ilon’ble S. J. (Indian Tea Assiciation.) 

Birley. Mr. L. # C.T.K. (Nominated Official.) 

Bd*e, Babu Bejov Krishna. (Calcutta University.) 

C 

t 

Carey, Sir Willoughby, Kt. (Indian ^Mining Association.) 

Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkes. [ 24-Pa rganas Rural South (Non-Mubam- 
madan).] 

Chakravorti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan ) . ) 
Chakra vorty, Babu Sudarsan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan ) . ] 
Chatterjee, Babu Umes Chandra. [Bankura East (Non-Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, C.I.E. 

(Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 
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Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Rob. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Cboinuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. [Rajshahf North (Muham- 
madan).] 

'Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Corcoran, Mr. B. J., [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Currie, Sir William, Kt. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

D 

Das, Babu Charu Chandra. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Das, Dr. Moliini Mohon. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das, Mr. C. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 

I)e, Mr. K. (\, C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Dey, Babu Boroda Prosad. [Ilooghly Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dev, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) * 

Donald, the Hon'ble Mr. J., C.S.I., C.I.E. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, M.B.E. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 

E 

Eddis, Mr. B. E. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

F 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, K. G. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Forrester, Mr, J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Gafur, Maulvi Abdul. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. [HowTah Muncipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ghuinavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [Mymensingh West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Godfrey, Sir George, Kt. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Gaoda, Mr. S; W, (Nominated Official.) 
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? 


Chiha* Mr. 1\ X. (Nominated Non-official.) 
burner, Mr. C. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

t 

Haidar, Mr. S. N. [Calcutta South (Xou-Muhamtn*<lan).] 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul. [ Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan). J 
Hopkvns, Mr. W. S., O.B.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Maulvi Sayedal. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Maulvi Waked. [Barrack pore Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Baknrgnnj West (Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 

4 

James, Mr. F. K. -| Presidency and Burdwan ( Euroj>ean).] 

Jonrdar, Maulvi Aftab Hossain. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Khnitan, Baku I)ebi Prosatf. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Baku IX*bemlra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Abdur Raschid. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Amanat. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Cddin. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan). J 

L 

Lai Mahammed, Haji. [Rajahahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Raja Reahee Case, C.I.E. (Bengal National Chamber of 
Commeroe. ) 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. (Nominated Official.) 

i 

M 

Mahammad, Maulvi Baaar. [Rangpur Went (Muhammadan).] 

Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Masih, Mr. Syed M. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan),] 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Jeiwore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mitra, Babu Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan). ! 
Mitter, Sir Provaah Chunder, Kt. f C.I.E. (Presidency Landholder*.) 
Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
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Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath. [Hooffhly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nandy, Maliaraj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nnsker, Babu ITcm Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhnmmadan).] ' 

Nazimuddin, Khaje. [Bakarpanj South (Muhammadan).] 

Neoffi, Babu Manmohon. [Mymonsinjrh West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

0 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. (Nominated Official.) 

P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Parrott, Mr. P. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Phelps, Mr. T. J. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Q 

Quader, Maulvi Abdul. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Rahim, the Hon* Me Sir Ahd-tir., Kt. (Member, Executive Council. ) 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Dacca University.) 

Raikat, Mr. Prasunna Deh. [Julpaipuri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rav, Babu A banish Chandra. [Birhhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Anilboran fBankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Napendra Narnyau. [llan^pur (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Balm Surendra Nath, f 24-Parganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr, Kumud Sankur. [Furidpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shih Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra. (Member,. 
Executive Council.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Babu Satcowripati. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra, [24-Parjranas Municipal North (No&» 
Muhammadan). 1 

» Roy, Mr. D. N. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Boy, Mr. Tarit Bkusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) . 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Sinph, C.I.E. [Bimlwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Chaudhuri, Bajm Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nat%. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muharamadan ). ] 


8 

Salnrn, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alwlus. f Jessore North (Muhammadan).) 
Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buksh. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Sarker, Bahu Naliniranjan. [Myinenaingh East (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Sen, N. C. [Bakai^anj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [ ('hit i aprmjr (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sinpha, Mr. Arun Chandra, (Chittagong Landholder*.) 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Stephenson, the Hon'hle Sir Hugh, K.C.I.K., C.S.I. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [tM-Parganaa Rural (Muhammadan). J 
Suhrawardy, Mr. JTuseyn Shaheed. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 
Swan, Mr. J. A. L., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 


Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Fddin. [Bogra (Muhammadan).) 
Travers, Mr. W. L.. C.I.E., O.B.E. [Kajshahi (European).] 


V 

Villiers, Mr. Edward. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

* W 

Wilson, Lt.-Col R. P., F.R.C.S., D.P.H., V.H.S., I.M.8. (Nominated 
Official.) i 

Woodhead, Mr. J. A. (Nomirfated Official.) 

Y 

Yasin, Maulvi Muhammad. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).) 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE, COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Seventeenth Session.) 

VOLUME XVII.— No. 1 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
* provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hull, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 17th February, 1925, at .'1 r.M. 


Present : 

The Hnn’hle the President in the Chair, the four Hon’blc Members 
of the Executive Council an<^ 125 nominated and elected members. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

The following members made an oath or affirmation of their allegi- 
ance to the Crown : — 

Mr. K. C. De. C.I.K. 

Lt.-Col. It. P. Wilson, F.R.C.S., D.P.IL, V.II.S., I M S. 

# Mr. C. W. GtHNER. 

The Hon’ble S. J. Best. 

Certification of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Sir Evan Cotton)! Order, order! I 
have it in command from His Excellency the Governor of Bengal to 
announce that on the 10th of January, 1925, Hie Excellency under sub- 
section (/) of section 72E of the Government of India Act certified that 
the passage of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 1925, is 
essential for the discharge of his responsibility for the reserved subject 
of Administration of Justice and by his signature on the 19th of January, 
1925, made the Bill an Act of the local legislature in the form of the 
Bill as proposed to be introduced in the Council. 



2 GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. [17th Feb. 

Death of a foriher member. 

c 

Mfe PRESIDENTS The Council will, I am sure, have heard with 
very great regret of the death on February 9 of Bal;u Kalinath Mitter, 
L.I.L., a former member of the Council. He ban reached the ripe old 
age of 85 and* for Heveral yearn pant had withdrawn from public life. 
But bin record of service was both long and distinguished. He was a 
member of the Bengal Legislative Council in the years 1880 and 1887 
during the Lieutenant-Governorships of Sir Rivers Thompson and Sir 
Steuart Bay ley. With his death Sir Alfred Croft and Sir Steuart 
himself remain the sole survivors of the 18 gentlemen who formed in 
the latter year the entire legislative body for fhe three provinces of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. He was also for twenty-four years a member 
of the Calcutta Corporation. His connection with that body dated as 
far back as the year 1875: and it was his intimate knowledge of 
municipal aflairs which led to his nomination as a member of the 
provincial legislature in 188(5. All will remember the occasion two 
years ago when lie celebrated the jubilee of his admission as a Solicitor, 
and when all branches of the legal profession joined in their congratula- 
tions. Those congratulations were well-deserved. My own personal 
associations with him in former days were so intimate that memories 
crowd thick and fast and I feel it difficult to epitomise the feelings 
which we all entertained towards him. But we shall all agree in describ- 
ing him as a man whose sagacity, sobriety and strong common sense 
were assets of no mean value to his countrymen. No man could wish 
for a better epitaph. 

I propose, with the leave of the Council, to send a letter of condolence 
to the relatives of late Babu Kalinath Mitter. Those who are in favour 
of my proposal will kindly stand up. 

(All the members stood up.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. 

Election of Deputy President 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council will now proceed to the election 
of Mr. Deputy President. 

I invite attention to the provisions of section 4 ( 2 ) of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Rules and Standing Orders, which run as follows: — 

“ 4 (£) Every member who wishes to propose a member for election 
must — 

(i) ascertain previously that the member is willing to serve if 
elected ; and 

(tt) hand to the President a notice containing the name of the 
member whom he desires to propose, signed by himself and 
some other member as seconder." 
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Will any member who desires make a nomination kindly hand in 
Jus notice ? 

(Notices were then collected.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order! I have received two nominations 
— (7) that of Mr. P. N. Guha nominated by Baflu Amulya Dhone Addy 
and seconded by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Choinuddin, and (2) Dr. 

A. Suhrawardy nominated by Mr. Nirmal Chandra Thunder and seconded 
by Maulvi Abdul Uafur and also nominated by Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy 
and seconded by Mr. N\ C. Sen. 

The ballot will be taken as follows: Two ballot boxes have been 
provided, one in the “ No M lobby and one in the “ Aye ” lobby. Mem* 
bers in the west and north-west blocks are requested to enter the 
“Aye” lobby by the door near the western gallery, record their votes 
in the screened enclosure provided and re-enter the Chamber by the door 
at the opposite end. Members in the north, north-east and east blocks 
are requested to proreed through the door at the lower em! of the “ No M 
lobby, .similarly record their votes in the screened enclosure provided 
and re-enter the Chamber through the door at the upper end near the 
western gallery. 

The Secretary and his assistants will now proceed to give a ballot 
paper t<» ea'di member present. 

{Ballot papers were then distributed.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 0 ent^emen, you will now proceed to ballot. 

The lmllottmg then proreeded. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The ballot papers have been counted with the 
following result 

For Dr. A. Suhrawardy — 70 
For Mr. P. N. Guha — 55 

One ballot paper is unmarked and has been rejected. The name of 
Dr. Suhrawardy will be submitted to Hi* Excellency the Governor for 
hi$ approval. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. Before I call on the Ifon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim 
to move his resolution I may explain the procedure 1 intend to adopt. 
I propose to call upon the Hon'ble lumber to move bis resolution and 1 
shall then call on each one of the movers of the amendments, which 
may either be moved or withdrawn, as the case may be, I shall then 
throw them all open for general discussion, at the conclusion of which 
I shall put each of the amendments in the order in which they stand 
on the paper. Lastly I shall, if necessary, put the original resolution. 

Government Resolution. 

The Honlile Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I beg to move that this Council 
recommends' to the Government that provision be made for the salary of 
Ministers in the budget of the year 1925-26. 
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In commending this resolution tcythe House I do not wish to make 
a lengthy speech as I am sure that the main question that we are putting* 
to the House does not require any elaborate discussion. The House will 
remember that on the last occasion when the question of Ministers’ 
salary was debated this Council rejected the demand by a majority of two 
votes with the result that the Ministers were asked to resign and they 
tendered their resignation. Since then the transferred subjects are 
being administered by His Excellency the Governor under the temporary 
administration rules, but it will be clear to anyone who has studied the 
Government of India Act and the kind of government established by it 
that a temporary arrangement of this nature cannot pbssibly be continued 
indefinitely. 

I need hardly point out either, that this temporary' administration 
cannot be satisfactory to any body concerned and it was, therefore, 
thought necessary by His Excellency the Governor and his Government 
to consider whether or not an attempt should be made, if it is so desired, 
to provide for Ministers’ salaries in the Budget for the next year and to 
ask the Council to express their opinion in a clear manner whether such 
a provision should be made. By this resolution all that we want to 
know is this: does the Council desire that there should be Ministers in 
this Government? We want a plain answer to this very plain question 
and nothing further than that is our desire at the present moment. The 
House will also remember that when on the last two occasions the 
question of Ministers’ salaries was debated, that question in the minds of 
some of the hon’ble members was mixed up with the question of the 
personnel of the Ministry. (Cries of question.) If this statement is 
questioned I would refer to the speeches made on that occasion — speeches 
by Nationalists and by those in the ranks of the Swarajists. (Hear, 
hear.) I shall take the meeting of the 24th of March first. This is what 
Muulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, the young hopeful of the Swarajist 
party, said: 4 

" We Uki* this opportunity of showing our dissatisfaction with the prr sent Ministry 
and if it is passed It would b* tantamount to a vote of censure or no c< nfidenee in the 
Ministers.'* 


I now refer to the speech of Bubu Akhil Chandra Datta on the 26th 
August, 1924, This is what the hon’ble member said: 

" Very wwJI, Sir. I recommend this motion end ask the Count il to rc j**et the demand 
on this distinrt ground i era not goin*r into the larg* r question of constitutional issue— 
of want of confidence ; and «■« regards the third Mini ter, I oppoe it in view of the 
announcement made the otleT d ly in a communique issued from f)area," 


Mr, Sen Gupta said : 

** I said that not only, if thi* resolution n carried, it would show not only that 
the ministers do not enjoy our confidence, but also," and eo on. 
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Mr* 4. M. SEN GUPTA: May I submit. Sir, that when my speech i» 
read, the whole of it should be read. The next sentence makes it* 
meaning quite clear. , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: # The quotation does not implicate you at all, 
Mr. Sen Gupta. The HonTde Member has quoted only that portion of 
your speech in which you refer to Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. If the 
whole speech is to be read, it will, I am afraid, tax the patience of the 
House. 

The Hon’blft Sir ABD-URRAHIM: I did not mean to convey that 
Mr. Sen Gupta did not want to have the constitutional question, that is, 
the question of dyarchy or no dyarchy decided in that connection; but 
one of the motives which inspired the voting was whether or not the 
Ministers had the confidence of the House. I, therefore, say again that 
the issue on the last occasion was not quite clear. Further, we have hatf 
since the vote on the last occasion, repeated representations on the sub- 
ject emphasising the very point I am now making that the vote on the- 
last two occasions was not decided on the dear issue, whether them 
should be dyarchy or not in this Government, whether the Reforms am 
to he rejected or carried on. Hon’ble members will remember that Hi* 
Excellency the Governor had a conference the other day at the Govern- 
ment House of some of the representative members of this Council and 

it was decided as a result of that conference 

• 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, was not that a 

confidential conference? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been largely referred to in the newspapers. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But not on any authority. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a matter of general knowledge that the 
conferepce was held. 

Kumar SHI* SHEKHARESWAR RAY: But Sir Abd-ur-Rahinr 

said: “ It was decided at that conference.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I did nut he»L him say no. 

Th. Hon’bl. Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM:St was decided by His Excellency 
the Governor and his Government that the best way of ascertaining the 
wishes of the Council in this matter would be by means of a resolution. 
That resolution has now been placed before the Council and it is for the 
Council to reject it or to say that they want Ministers. If the Council 
decide that there should l>e no Ministers then Rule 0 of the Devolution 
Rules would apply and the Transferred Subjects would be transferred 
back to the Governor in Council. 

I may mention one other matter and it is this: this resolution would 
have been moved by some non-official members of the House but for th* 
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fact that no time was allotted for private business and for that reason 
and that reason alone that I have to move it. I wish simply to point out 
to the House what will happen if the resolution is accepted. If it is 
accepted we make provision in the Budget for the salaries of Ministers. 
Then the next step will be that His Excellency the Governor will appoint 
Ministers. Next a very important question will arise whether the 
Ministers so appointed by the Governor have or have not the confidence 
of the House. For that purpose I am authorised to announce that His 
Excellency will give ample opportunity to the members of this House to 
raise this question and that if a vote of no confidence in the Ministers 
who may be appointed by His Excellency is carried, he will demand the 
resignation of the Ministers. Let there be no misunderstanding on the 
subject. I w'ant this to be made absolutely clear. 

# 

Mr, J. M. SEN CUPTA: May I ask a question to make the position 
clear? Does the Hon'ble Member say that the demand for Ministers’ 
salaries would be put to the vole before the appointment of Ministers 
by His Excellency? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS He has not come to that yet. 

Mr. «!. M. 8EN CUPTA: I think he has passed over that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The 11 on’ble Menibeivshould be allow ed to develop 
bis argument in his own way. 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I said ample opportunity would 
arise during the voting of the grants whether the Ministers enjoyed the 
confidence of the House or not. The Ministers— whoever they may he 
— would be appointed on the distinct understanding that if a vote of no 
confidence were carried they would have to resign. 

Another question also will arise and that is the salaries of the 
Ministers. For that purpose also there will he an opportunity during 
the discussion of the Budget when the hon’ble members are dealing'with 
the grants to fix the salaries of the Ministers. At present the salaries 
will be fixed in accordance with the provisions of section 2 (i) of the 
Government of India Act but it t**ill be for the House to decide whether 
there should be a lower salary fixed for the Ministers. These questions 
have to be kept entirely distinct. They are not at issue at present: all 
that the Government want to know and are anxious to know is whether 
the Council want any Ministers to be appointed. We want to know this 
because it is to be decided whether provision should be made in the 
Budget for the salaries of Ministers. This. I think, is a very plain honest 
question. If the House decide that no Ministers will he appointed then 
there will be no provision in the Budget. On the other hand if it is 
desired to restore the Transferred subjects to the charge of Ministers 
then provision will be made. 
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As regards the specific question raised by Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, I 
think, I have made it clear that before the Toting of the grant takes place, 
the Ministers will be appointed so that members may have ample 
opportunity to judge whether they enjoy the confidence of the House 
or not. 

Mr, 4. M. SEN CUPTA! Before the voting on the Ministers' 
salaries is taken up. 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Yes, that is so. That is all, Sir. 
I have got to say at present. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: 1 beg to move, by way of amendment, that in 
the resolution of the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Kuhim all the words after 
4 ‘ that ” be omitted and the following be substituted, namely: — 

“ # the further consideration of the matter of making provision in the 
Budget for the salaries of Ministers be adjourned." 

Mr. 4 . M. SEN CUPTA: Mr President, Sir, I move by way of 
amendment the same amendment 

Mr- PRESIDENT: No, Mr. Sen Gupta, you must move an amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. 4 . M. 8EN CUPTA: 1 beg to move by wav of an amendment 
to the amendment which has just Iwen moved by my friend Mr. Haidar 
that the words sine dir be ulided at the end. The form my proposal 
would take would run as follow*: — 

That in the resolution of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Knhim all the words 
after “ that ” be omitted and the following be substituted, namely - 

“ the further consideration of the matter of making provision in 
the Budget for the salaries of Ministers be adjourned 
sine die." 

The position that my party takes on this question was stated by me 
at another pluce a few days ago. It is no part of the duty of the members 
of this Council to say whether provision should be made for the salaries 
of Ministers in the Budget or not. Primarily the duty is east upon His 
Excellency the Governor to appoint ^nisters in the first instance, ..and 
once the Ministers are appointed, the Governor is bound under the 
provisions of the Act to provide by way of a demand for grant for the 
salaries of the Ministers. But the Government say, and Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim to-day sai<l " we want to have an answer from this Council as to 
whether or not they desire Ministers." But as I said before, and I say 
again in this Council Chamber that an answer to that abstract question 
will neither help the Government nor His Excellency the Governor at 
all. The reasons are these: it does not require a great brain to under- 
stand that the European group in this Council will support any 

2 
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Ministry. (Hear, hear.) It does not require a great deal of intelligence 
to find out that the Nationalist party, led by Mr. Chakravarti, wjll 
support the formation of a Ministry under certain conditions. He, as 
well as certain members of his party, made it perfectly clear on several 
occasions that they wfre not against dyarchy on* principle, but they 
wanted to run the constitution only when certain conditions were satisfied. 
It cannot be said that Dr. Moreno’s party is against dyarchy or is not 
willing to run this system of Government. Then it cannot be said that 
Mr. Fazl-ul-Huq or Mr. Ghuznavi are not in favour of dyarchy. It 
requires very little knowledge of arithmetic to count the followers of 
these gentlemen in these parties, to find out the exact number who are 
in favour of running a Ministry. This resolution, if carried, will leave 
the Government and His Excellency in exactly the same position as he 
was before this resolution was introduced, and for this reason — there 
is no one single party in this House who are against obstruction on 
principle who have a majority in this Council. That is admitted. 
Neither the Nationalists, nor the Europeans, nor Mr. Ghuznavi or 
Mr. Fazl-ul-Huq when standing by themselves on the strength of their 
own party can carry a majority. (A voice: Nor the Swarajists.) Nor 
do the Swarajists carry a majority by themselves. That is quite clear. 
But I was talking about those parties who are ngainst obstruction. 
Therefore His Excellency the Governor will exactly be in the same 
position us before. He can find out the members who are in favour of 
running some sort of Ministry without any difficulty and without 
this resolution which has been moved by Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. But the 
difficulty arises in another quarter. Are the members of the various 
groups in favour of a coalition Ministry? That is the question the 
Government ought to ask us. Would you, purties of 2 or ‘t or 4 who are 
against obstruction on principle, combine to form a Ministry? That is 
the question which remains unanswered, even if the Government 
resolution is carried. Therefore, I say, that this is not a bond fide 
resolution. There is a purpose behind it, and I shall make that purpose 
perfectly clear. 

Section 70 of the Rules and Standing Orders says that 21 days’ 
notice is to be given for a resolution. How many days’ notice did we 
get for this great resolution? Iji Calcutta, the notice was not received 
till Thursday. In the mufassal, the notice could not possibly be received 
till Friday, and the President ruled that amendments should be sent 
in by 1 I \ii. on Saturday. Therefore, altogether 5 days were given for 
this resolution and practically a day and a half were given to the 
tnufussal members to send in amendments. Under section 70, in the 
ordinary course of things, 21 days’ notice must be given, and in the 
ordinary course, 14 days’ time is given to send in amendments under 
section 77 (/). Why this indecent hurry? Two of the members in this 
Council, Government know fully well, would not be able to be present. 
Knowing fully well. that certain members could not be present. 
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Government did not play the game, but by unfair methods brought in 
tbit resolution on the very first day the Council met, knowing also that 
the -demands for salaries are not coming before the Council till the 17th 

March. 

Have I made Nt* plain to the members 9 of the House that this 
indecent hurry is deliberate and with a purpose? (No, no.) 

Let us go step by step. It is not that they want to know whether the 
Council wants a Ministry or not. They know that the Swarajists are 
in a minority. What they want to do, if possible, is to divide the 
Nationalists and Liberals who have been working in this Council with 
us, from the Swarajists. That is the first object. (Question, question.) 

Since January and February, 191*4, certain demands have been made 
not only by Swarajists and Nationalists^ but also by Liberals for changes 
in theYonstitution. What has happened to those demands? They have 
been brushed aside and Government have taken no notice of them. But 
what did we say in those demands? We said that dyarchy is impossible 
to 1 m* worked, unless, of course, it is worked according to the wishes 
of the Indian Civil Service. Ministers after Ministers who have had 
experience of this system of Government, when they have gone out of 
office, came before the Muddiman Committee and said that dyarchy 
was unworkable. And it i« an open secret that the minority report 
signed by Sir Siva^wamy Iyer, an ex-Member of the Madras Executive 
Council, Sir Tej Bahadur SUpru, an ex-Member of the Executive 
Council of the Governor General of India, Dr. Baranjpe, an ex-Member 
of the Executive Council of the Bombay Government, and Mr. Jinnah 
of lfKM — not one of tlie^e gentlemen can he accused of irresponsibility — 
they have worked the system and they are certainly not, as the charge 
is, irresponsible Swarajists — that minority report, it is an open secret, 
has damned dyarchy and has said that dyarchy is unworkable. 
Government by bringing this resolution here to. day wants the members 
of this* House, the members of the Bengal legislative Council, to say 
that, notwithstanding that minority report, signed by Liberals and 
Nationalists — not by Swarajists — and wants to prove to the world — that 
is the object of the resolution — that the majority members of the Bengal 
legislative Council are in favour o^ running dyarchy to-day. As I 
have said before, it will help no one to form a Ministry, but it will 
certainly help the Government, if this resolution is carried, to tell the 
world “ well, didn’t we tell you that the people of Bengal are behind 
us and that they want to run this constitution? M That is what they 
want to publish to the world. Now what has happened since January 
and February. 1924 that either we or the Nationalists — and I speak 
about them with some amount of diffidence— what has happened with 
regard to us that we should to*lav say ** please give us this system of 
Government, please provide for the Ministers* salaries ?" Did not this 
Council by an overwhelming majority recommend to the Government 
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for the release of political prisoners ? Did not this Council by an over- 
whelming majority ask the Government to repeal the repressive laws? 
Did not this Council ask for provincial automony, much less for trans- 
ference of a much larger number of subjects to the transferred side? Did 
not this Council ask for a revision of the Meston Award? What has 
happened to those recommendations? Has on«. of them been given 
effect to? On the contrary, what have we got? Not only have those 
recommendations not been given effect to, but in opposition to the opinion 
of the whole of the people of Bengal and of this Council, an Ordinance 
was promulgated, and a Bill to legalise that Ordinance was brought in 
this Council, and this Council turned it down by a big majority. What 
is the Government's answer? The Government's answer is t “ you will 
have to have it ” and we have it from the President to-day that it has 
been certified. Therefore I submit to this House that not only have 
all your wishes been disregarded and your recommendations set aside, 
but in the teeth of the united opposition of the Indian people of Bengal, 
they have put into operation a law which we refused to sanction. Sir, 
that is the position. In 1924 the Nationalists refused to accept 
Ministership unless certain conditions were satisfied. Not only have 
those conditions been satisfied, but further assaults have been made 
upon our liberty and freedom. 

[ At this stuge the member having reached the time-limit was allowed 
by the Hon'ble the President to continue for a few minutes ] 

Can this Council sit and laugh when two of their own have been 
taken out of this place and put into prison without an opportunity being 
given to them to prove their innocence. I ask you, are you prepared 
at this moment to say 4 ‘ Yes, we are satisfied, make provision for 
Ministers' salaries, because all our wishes have been given effect to by 
the Government”? Sir, it is perfectly clear that w-e are in a much 
worse position to-day than we were in 1924. 

As regards my Nationalist friends, I say that they ought to support 
ibis amendment of mine for this reason. I understand some of them 
believe in negotiation, and they say the door of negotiation with the 
Government should be kept open. How is the door for negotiation 
closed if you say, adjourn th^ motion? Let negotiation proceed 
first, and let this resolution come up later. Therefore I submit to this 
House, that they ought to accept this amendment, for there is no 
change of heart on the part of Government. If they say “ come and 
accept Ministry on our terms and conditions " that is, the Government's 
terms and conditions and not yours — I ask my friends in this Council 
whether they are prepared to do this. What is the Government asking 
you to do? They are practically terrorising you not into co-operation . 
but into submission. I, therefore, aak the Council to refuse the 
substantive proposition and accept my amendment. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Haidar, do you accept the amendment of 
Mr. Sen Gupta and withdraw your own? 

Mr, 8, N. HALDAR: Yes, I accept the anftmdment of my friend 
"Mr. Sen Gupta and withdraw mine. 

The motion standing in the name of Mr. S. N. Haidar was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

[At this stage the Council adjourned for 10 minutes for the Atar 
prayer.] 

After the adjournment. 

The following amendments were called hut not moved: — 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY and Mr. 8. N. HALDAR to move, by 
way of amendment, that in the resolution of the llon hle Sir Abd*ur*Rahim 
all the words after “ that ” he omitted and the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“ the further consideration of the matter of making provision in the 
. Budget for the salaries of Ministers be (xistponed until after 
the appointment of Ministers.*' 

Babu NALINIRANJAN ^ARKER to move, by way of amendment, 
that in the resolution of the Hon 'hie Sir Abd-ur-Rahirn all the words 
after " Council '* be omitted and the following l>e substituted, namely: — 
" < while urging that the earliest steps 1 h» taken for the establishment 
of autonomy in the Province) recommends, as a working basis 
in the meantime, to the Government, that provision 1 h> made 
for the salary of Ministers in the Budget of the year 1025*20 
or in the supplementary grant provided — 

iJ) they— 

* <a\ release all prisoners arrested in October last and 

detained under Regulation TIT of ItflH or the newly 
promulgated Ordinance or give them the chance of 
open trial in a Coult of Law ; 

th) give full scope to the Ministers for the realisation of 
their responsibility to the Council; 
r> allow the Ministers to, vote according to their own 
opinions on material ijuestinris of principle and 
policy ; 

allot separate and sufficient funds for the transferred 
departments and appoint a Joint Financial Secretary ; 

float a loan for the development of the nation-building 
departments a* suggested by Mr. C. R. Da« during 
the debate on the last Budget ; 
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(/) support the introduction of a Local Self-Government 
Amendment Bill in which the rural police will be 
placed under the local bodies; &nd 

( 2 ) the Ministry be actually formed prior to any demand for- 
their salary being made.” 

Babu MANHOHOH NEOCI and Dr. KUMUD SARKAR RAY to 

move, by way of amendment, that to the resolution of the Hon’ble Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahim the following lie added at the end, namely: — 

“ Provided : 

( 1 ) All political prisoners be immediately released. 

(2) The Bengal Ordinance remain inoperative if not withdrawn. 

( 3 ) The Meston Award be revised. 

( 4 ) Government recommends to the proper authorities granting 
of immediate full provincial autonomy. 

( 5 ) Government recommends the grant of a just and legitimate 
share of Hindus, Muhammadans, and Indian Christians in the 
administration of the Province. 

(tf) Reasonably sufficient funds be placed at the disposal of the 
Ministers to carry on the work of the Transferred Depart- 
ments. 

(7) 'I hut in dealing with the Ministers the Government recognises 
their responsibility and avoids interference with their work.” 

The following amendment was called but the mover being absent it 
was deemed to be withdrawn : — 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE to move, by way of amendment, that to the 
resolution of the flon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, the following be added at 
the end, namely : — 

" Provided : 

(/) Government recommends to the proper authorities the granting 
of immediate full provincial autonomy. 

( 2 ) Government recommends the grant of the just and legitimate 
share of Hindus, Muhammadans, and Indian Christians in 
the administration of the Province. 

(3) Reasonably sufficient funds be placed at the disposal of the 
Ministers to carry on the work of the Transferred Depart- 
ments. 

( 4 ) That in dealing with the Ministers the Government recognises 
their 'responsibility and avoids interference with their work.” 
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9 Or. H. W. B. MORENO: I beg to withdraw the amendment in the 
hope that the Government will be guided by the wise counsels embodied 
in this amendment. 

The following amendment was then, by lean? of the Council, with* 
•drawn : — 

Dr. H. W.B. MORENO to move, by way of amendment, that in the re* 
solution of the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim the following amendments be 
made, namely: — 

(i) after the word ” Government ” the words 44 the necessity for the 
immediate appointment of Ministers and” be inserted; and 

(it) the following be added at the end : — 

• 14 provided that the portfolios be alloted to four Ministers, 

instead of three, and that the totn! amount paid heretofore 
under the head 'Salaries of Ministers' be not exceeded.” 

The following amendment was called but the mover being absent it 
w’as deemed to be withdrawn : — 

Baby MANMATHA NATH ROY to move, by way of amendment, that 
for the words “ in the Budget of the year 1925*20 ", the following be 
.substituted, namely : — % 

" after — 

(ii the acceptance by Government of such political demands as may 
be formulated by a Conference to Im» summoned without 
delay, consisting of representatives chosen by the elected 
Memliers of the Council and nominees of the Government, in 
the proportion of 3 to 1, and 

(iil the Ministers have been appointed.” 

Kumar SHIB IHEKHAREIWAR RAY: I move, by way of 
amendment, that in the resolution of the Hon’ble Sir Ahd*ur*Rahim 
after the figures “ 1920 M the following lie added, namely: — 

“ provided that the formation and personnel of the Ministry' are 
announced previous to theent reduction of the said budget. ** 

Sir, without lieiug as hard as Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta or mixing up 
the issues like him, I would like to say that I could hardly bring my- 
self to believe that the Government are so much without imagination 
or devoid of common-sense as to go to the length of moving a resolution 
solely with the ohject of ascertaining from the Council whether it 
wants the Transferred Departments administered by responsible Minis- 
ters, for, Sir, every one knows that on both the occasion* the salary' of 
the Minister* was refused only because the Minister* appointed did 
not sufficiently* enjoy the confidence of the House; and, Sir, even then 
the majority did not exceed by more than three votes, whereas the 
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leader of my party of about 25 strong made it plain during the debate 
that we were only opposed to the personnel of the ministry and surely 
not to the institution of responsible Ministers. In tjie face of these facts 
it would be a travesty* of truth to say that the Council as a body are . 
opposed to the system of Government by responsible Ministers. AH 
the same it was a pitiable sight that the people of Bengal were made 
to witness last year when the unjustifiable wrath of one who ought to have 
known better wuih let loose on Bengal and her whole population was 
punished, because its elected representatives in the Council exercised 
their constitutional right against an unconstitutional procedure which 
sought to thrust upon them an irresponsible and unpopular ministry. 
What a pity that for a greater part of the year an advanced Province 
like Bengal was deprived of even the little concessions that the Govern- 
ment of India Act had granted to us. 

However, Sir, placed as we are, it will not help matters much to 
go into the painful history of the past or to hold out empty threats. 

It appears to me that the administration has at last realised its past 
mistakes and this resolution is the outcome of that realisation. This 
is the only meaning which I can attach to this resolution at this stage; 
and from the procedure adopted I am glad to find that Jlis Excellency 
the 'Governor, if not Sir Xbd-ur-Rahim personally, is in a conciliatory 
mood, and I think I should congratulate. them on their wise decision. 
Sir, this resolution as an abstract proposition is such that barring the 
Swarajists, there must be a very few members in the House who can 
oppose it. But when we come to look at it from a practical point of 
view it requires some qualifications and that is the object of my amend- 
ment as also that of my friend Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri. Sir, so 
far as my amendment is concerned, the Uon'ble mover’s assurance take 
away the wind out of my sails, and as regards my friend’s amendment, 
it goes without saying, whether Government accepts it or not, that His 
Excellency cannot but follow’ the procedure suggested by him, if it be 
at all desired to form a stable ministry in Bengal. It is useless to 
pass the resolution if it be intended to repeat last year's procedure of 
imposing upon us an unpopular ministry. Sir, we of the Nationalist 
Party have accepted tlu» Government of India Art for what it is worth 
uud even knowing that it is only a half-way measure, but our creed is 
to secure the greatest benefit out of it without sacrificing our national 
honour. (Hear, hear ) And I daresay, Sir, that enough of good work 
can he done by a popular ministry even under the present crippled con- 
ditions, as, for example, improvement of rural areas and sanitary con- 
ditions of the country and so forth — and if any concrete illustrations 
were needed I might point out the Calcutta Municipal Act — an Act 
for which the ministry of Sir Surendranath Banerjea will ever remain 
memorable in the annals of history — a piece of legislation which has 
enabled the very Swarajist* to turn the Calcutta Corporation into a 
national institution. Now it does not lie in their mouth to say that 
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the ministry- as it is cannot do any good work — I daresay 
do not seek to impose any conditions which were not allowed by the 
constitution of the# Government of India Act; hut, Sir, we will not 
.take part in any ministry nor will wc support ally ministry which does 
not aim at asserting itself to the fullest extent permitted by the Act. 
In accepting or supporting n ministry, herein lie our differences on the 
one hand from those who ignore the existence of the Government of 
India Act and *eek to impose conditions on the Ministers unwarranted 
by the Act, and on the other, from those who with a view to retain their 
office, are prepared to ignore the popular verdict and to sacrifice their 
self-respect as well as their principles. 

Mr t . PRE8IDENT culled upon Maulvi Md. Nurul ITuq Chaudhury 
to mo\e his amendment. 


Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Sir, may I speak if 
I withdraw my amendment now? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If you wish to speuk on the other amendment* 
you cay do so. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Then 1 withdraw 

this amendment and 1 will sjv>nk later on. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 


Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY to move. In way of 
amendment, that in the resolution of the Hou'ble Sir Abd-ui-llahuo 
the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“ Provided that all the political prisoners have first been released 
• and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act with- 
drawn. " 


The following amendment was called but the mover being absent it 
was deemed to l>e withdrawn: — 

Baku HEMANTA KUMAR SARlfAR to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that to the resolution of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-ltahim the 
following be added at the end, namely: — 

“ Provided they are selected from the Nationalist Party of th« 
Council. ** 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move, by way of 
amendment, that in the rcsHution of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rabim 
the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“ after ascertaining from the different party leaders the circum- 
stances in which a stable ministry can be formed, ” 


v>y 
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I am obliged to move this amendment because of the unhappy 
terms in which the Government resolution is couched — unhappy 
because they are vague, and give us no idea of the Government mind — 
unhappy because they do not meet the requirements of the present situa- 
tion ‘ and last though not the least they are open t6 misconstruction 
in either case— in case whether the resolution is carried or in case it 
is lost. It is inconclusive because even if it is carried it will be as 
much a misrepresentation to say that the Council wants a 
ministry under all circumstances as a misrepresentation it will 
certainly be to say, in case it is lost, that that Council does not want 
a ministry under any circumstances whatsoever. The Government, it 
is said, intends to separate issues, viz., the issue of the principle or 
institution of ministry, i.e., whether there should be any Ministers at 
nil from the issue of its personnel, viz., who are fittest persons to be 
appointed ns such — as if these are the only two issues and there is no 
third issue involved in the question of the formation of a ministry. 

It is just to emphasise this third issue of which there is no indica- 
tion in the Government Resolution that my amendment has been framed. 
Yet this is the most important issue which must weigh with men of 
independent thinking and constructive ideas — men who are not unwilling 
to work the Reforms — inadequate and unsat isfactory though they are — 
provided they can be worked successfully with substantial benefit to 
the nation and without compromising national self-respect. It is these 
men, Sir, who are anxious to explore and request the Government to 
explore the circumstances in which a stable ministry can be formed. 

Anybody who cun advise the Government otherwise in the present 
circumstances will not act as its best friend but will simply be encour- 
aging it to ride for a fall and a Government which dares to ignore these 
circumstances and conditions may as much be considered a wrecker of 
the constitution as any non-co-operator can possibly be. To proride * 
for Ministers’ salary and form a ministry and not to ensure the condi- 
tions of its stabiRty and success, is simply to pretend and not to give 
any proof of a sincere desire to uphold the constitution. A man like 
Sir Surcndmnath Banerjea may agree to work as a Minister yet his 
undoubted abilities, his uncommon energy, his unquestioned patriotism 
and unique eloquence will not avail. The unenviable experiences that 
Minister after Minister related before the Muddiman Committee ought to 
warn those who have the best interests of the country and the real success 
of the Reforms at heart. 

They pretend they are anxious for the Reforms. They said that 
the non-co-operation movement jeopardised the Reforms. Was the 
non-co-operation movement more responsible for it than the Meston 
Award so far as this Province was concerned? When there was no 
fair chance of unseating a Minister by an adverse vote of the Council — 
when in the l%st Council the position of tbe Ministers was assured — 



GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. 


17 


!#».] 


were not the Ministers themselves anxious to have it revised? 
Relieving in the statement of a Finance Member, the representatives of 
the people in the Council consented to the imposition of three new 
taxes. The propwals^were supported, as the constitution demanded, 
by three Ministers yet what part of the proceeds went to nation-build- 
ing? The Ministers no sooner they left office were told in their fare- 
well you did not get sufficient 01 more funds because you had no 
schemes. The Government which will not provide more than 
Rs. 50,000 either for kala-asur or for improvement of rural water-supply 
comes to recommend that provision be made for the salary of a 
Minister of Public Health probably on a salary of Rs. 64,000 per annum. 
It i* anxious to np{M>int an Education Minister when it cannot afford 
to provide a decent sum for the solution of the question of primary 
education or even to maintain a few girls* schools and considers it 
judicious to deprovincialise the latter. The Hon’ble Ministers are 
made to appear as the people's representatives on the cabinet yet in 
total disregard of the spirit of the constitution they are to oppose 
the elected majority and vote with the Executive Government, Joint 
deliberations in all important matters were recommended by the 
Parliamentary Committee, vet when people’s liberties are encroached 
ujH»n they n.c., the Ministetsl are not to be consulted. And when 
such is the state of things— when the success of the Ministers cannot 
secure the enlargement r«f the scope of self-government — -not even bv 
the transference of a few more subjects — and when their failure may 
probably he made an excuse foi ** restricting ” the Reforms we are 
asked to agree to the provision for the snlaiv of Ministers as an abstract 
proposition as If nothing had hap juried in this Council with reference 
to the question in the near past and as if the nation wns not aware cff 
the evidence before the Muddiman Committee. And what is more, 
the resolution is going to be moved and provision is going to bo made 
for statutory nation-builders when there is less scope for nation-build* 
ing'in the face of the popular antagonism created by the repressive 
policy of the Government and when no serious attempt has vet been 
mad© to produce a congenial atmosphere in which any popular ministry 
can at all be worked, say, by the release of a single political prisoner 
or concession of a single popular demand. 


The Government, Sir, want* to separate issues. We also on our 
part are anxious to separate more important issues involved in the 
question. The Government wants a j lain answer to, what it says, a 
plain question, nr., whether there should be any Ministers at all. We 
on our part refuse to answer such a bald and abstract question, Wore 
the other more important question is answered, rix., whether the 

Government wants a stable ministry or rather a show of Ministry 

whether the Government desires that there should be a ministry which 
will succeed and inspire the confidence of the people or any ministry 
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how precarious its existence may be — however incapable it may be to 
lead the House and inspire the confidence of the country. The 
Nationalist Party are neither over-anxious to ha\&e any ministry formed 
nor are pledged to oppose all ministries. Their position is as much 
different from that of the official wrecker who wants a ministry with- 
out ensuring the conditions of its success as from that of the unofficial 
wrecker, if there be any, who would oppose a ministry under all cir- 
cumstances. The question how can there be a stable ministry is not 
for me to answer. I have simply indicated in my amendment the 
perfectly constitutional procedure that ought to be adopted and is 
adopted in other lands to ascertain the circumstances and conditions* in 
which a stable ministry can be formed. I do not suggest a conference 
but simply propose that the Government before rushing to provide for 
Ministers should send for the leaders of the different parties in the 
Council — consult them one after another — patiently try to understand 
their views regarding the circumstances in which a ministry enjoying 
the confidence of the country can be formed and the gulf between 
the Government and the people bridged rather than widened. The 
party-leuders who will undertake to form the ministry will have to 
discharge the duties and responsibilities of the office and it will be 
for them to indicate in what circumstances and what circumstances 
alone it will be possible for them to accept the responsibilities and 
achieve success in the administration of the nation-building depart- 
ments. All that my amendment insists is that the Government should 
adopt this only constitutional procedure and should honestly explore 
the conditions of a stable ministry before rushing to provide for 
Ministers’ salary and rake up the old unfortunate Wrangle over the 
question. 


Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: In speakin g to the motion 
before this House on behalf of the Nationalist Party I reiterate what 
I said here in August last, rfc., that although opposed to dyarchy on 
principle, we have not accepted the policy of obstruction in the 
Council for the sake of obstruction. We are out for what has been 
described in political parlance’ as “responsive co-operation” and 
our attitude towards measures brought before this House has been 
determined in each case partly on their merits and partly on the 
attitude of the Government and the response made by them towards 
the popular demands made in and through this Council from time to 
time. 

With this brief statement of the general policy of the party, 
I come to the position taken up by the Nationalist members whom I 
have the honour to lead. I gather that the motion under discussion 
has been tabled with a view to ascertain in the first instance whether 
this Council desires any Ministers to be appointed. As regards this, 
we Nationalists* are clearly of opinion that a ministry with collective 
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responsibility as opposed to Ministers chosen in a haphazard fashion 
should be formed as early as possible In the next place* we are 
also clearly of opinion that everything should be done to see that the 
ministry* if any is appointed, may be a stable one. It is no use 
having a ministry, even of all talents, which does not enjoy the con- 
fidence of the elected fepresentative of the people in the Council there- 
by creating a position of constant tension and irritation under which 
we cannot settle down to that serious nation-building work for which 
all of us seem to be anxious. 

To find out the circumstances which would lead to the stability of 
any ministry which may lie formed, an amendment has been moved on 
behalf of the Nationalist Party by my friend Rai Hnrendranath 
Chaudhuri. This amendment has (dearly indicated the spirit in which 
our party desire to approach the question. We are convinced that an 
atmosphere will have to Ik* created that a stable ministry may lie 
formed. Our party have quite definite views as to how such an atmos- 
phere may Ik? created and under what circumstances they may lie 
prepared to support a ministry pending the attainment of that 
autonomy in the provinces which we desire. This is, however, neither 
the time nor the occasion to capitulate them. Non-acceptance of 
office dges not form any part of our programme, but we are not prepared 
to shoulder the responsibility unless full scope is allowed to the 
Ministers for the realisation of their responsibility to this Council. 

I trust this is a sufficient %nd substantial answer to the real point 
underlying this motion. 

Having dealt with that real point and our attitude towards it, 
1 must say that the motion before the House raises an abstract question 
to which an answer is provided in the Government of India Act itself. 
The provisions for salaries of Ministers should in law be included in 
the Budget. It seems curious that the Government should ask the 
Council to recommend this Resolution to the Government itself. In 
view, however, of the policy of responsive co-operation adopted by the 
Nationalist Party and further in view of the fact that the Govern- 
ment have not been at all responsive as regards the very reasonable 
amendment of my firiend Rai Hnrendranath Chaudhuri and to the 
various resolutions expressive of the, popular wish which have been 
passed from time to time by this Council and also because the Nationalist 
position has been made quite clear as regards the main and the real 
point in the motion, we as a party do not propose to take any part in 
the voting on the original Resolution. We shall wait and see whether 
by their subsequent action the Government will rise above the con- 
sideration of mere prestige and approach the question in a 
spirit of broad statesmanship. I trust that notwithstanding 
occasional uninstructed and unjust criticism of our attitude and policy 
whether in or osttside this Council, we Nationalists as a party shall 
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never think of taking any mean, petty party or personal advantage 
but shall continue to be guided by that calm and lofty desire to serve 
the public and national interests above all and at all haaards, inspired 
by that ardent spirit of patriotism which recognises no obstacles but 
which at the Bame time does not lose sight of r tin practical realities 
of life. 

B*u AMULYA DHOHC ADDY: 1 have much pleasure in 
seconding the resolution which has been so ably moved by the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahmin. I agree with some of the mowers of the^ 
amendments, but the question before us is as to whether we should 
have Ministers or not, whether the duties on the transferred side 
should be entrusted to His Excellency the Governor or to hon’ble 
members of the Legislative Council, who are the representatives of 
the people of Bengal. I beg to submit that as these subjects ase very 
important and as they include Primary and Technical Education* 
Public Health, Sanitation, Agriculture and Development of Industries, 

I think these duties should be entrusted to some of the leading members 
of this Council, members in whom the public have the greatest con- 
fidence, members who will appear to His Excellency to be the best. 
As regards the amendments which have been moved, I, agree 
that some of the suggestions should be accepted, namely, that the 
political prisoners should be released as early as possible* 

*/ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. These amendments have not been moved at 
all, Amulya Babu. All of them have been withdrawn, and in those 

that remuin on the ptq>cr I do not find anything at>out political 

prisoners. 

B«bu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Very well, Sir. The sugges- 
tions that have Wen made appear to me to be very reasonable, but 
at the same time I Wg to submit that that is a different question al- 
together. The question before the House is whether Ministers* should 
be appointed or not. I am sorry to state that I gave notice of a num- 
ber of question! on transferred subjects but I am informed that I 
shall not he allowed to ask such questions. 1 have also Wen referred 
to a circular of the Secretary to the Legislative Council, dated the 

22nd December, 1924, which says that as there is no member respon- 

sible in charge of these subjects no question relating thereto shall be 
allowed to be asked. We are not even allowed to move resolutions on 
these subjects or even to introduce private Bills regarding them. 
That is the special reason why I should like to submit that Ministers 
should be appointed as early as possible, I admit that the sooner we 
get the concessions asked by the Swaraj party the better for us, but at the 
same time when some concessions have been granted to us under the 
Government of India Act we should try our best to utilise them fully 
while asking Government for more concessions which I think we deserve. 



1225.] GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. 21 

With these remarks I beg to submit that we should support the resolution 
jnoved by the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. 

Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUDHURIt I .want to speak only on the 
amendment of Rai*Harendranath Chaudhuri. JFIis* amendment at the 
•first glance seemed to be an innocent one, but when I took the trouble 
of analysing it, I found that the amendment, the constitutional im- 
portance of which the mover has made so much of, really seeks to 
commit an unconstitutional act for the reason that it binds the Gov- 
ernor to a particular line of action, that is to say, it wants the Gov- 
ernor to take into consideration the circumstances under which a 
stable ministry can be formed in Bengal. Sir, the oircuanatanoes 
vary. The leader of one party says that the release of the political 
prisoners is the condition prior to their helping to form a stable min- 
istry. The leader of another party has similarly other conditions to 
lay down. But, Sir, parties here are not well formed, In fact, two 
parties are necessary for a stable Government. But here in Bengal 
we have several parties, the Swaraj party, the Independent party, 
the Nationalist party, the Liberal party, the Moderate party, etc., and 
Government is asked to consult and meet the demands and grievances 
of the ‘so-called leaders of these parties before they undertake to form 
a stable ministry. This amendment really seeks to dictate to the 
Governor to adopt a particular line of action and to compel the executive 
branch of the Government to accept it. Sir, we all want a stable ministry. 
In fact none is more anxious to form a stable ministry than His Excel- 
lency the Governor and this will Is* evident from his holding u con- 
ference of some members of this Council to ascertain their views with 
regard to the possibility of doing so. If Tom, IJick and Harry are 
appointed by His Excellency as Ministers, we have a constitutional 
right to express disapproval by throwing out their salaries, and 1 think 
nobody with common sense will vote for this amendment. The amend- 
ment is a subterfuge to entangle the attempt to form a stable ministry, 
and* I appeal to my friends not to be hm>dwinked by it but to have a 
clear thinking on the subject before voting. 

Maulvi MD. HURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYl I have reason to 

.speak on the resolution to clarify two points which affect the Swaraj 
party firstly, and the Muhammadans who belong to the Swaraj party 
secondly. I have listened with the greatest amount of attention to 
the speech delivered by ray friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray 
who said that on the last occasion when he voted against the Ministers 
it was on account of the personnel of the Ministers. There were 22 
Muhammadans with the Swaraj party who voted against the salaries 
of the Ministers and those who voted for ike Ministers were only IS 
in number. The Muhammadans of the Swaraj party clearly fought on 
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the principle that they would not allow the Government to work dyarchy 
and it was on that account that they did not allow the Ministers’ 
salary to be passed or voted by the Council. The Muhammadan mem- 
bers never gave a thought to the fact that Messrs. Fazl-ul-Huq and 
Gfiuznavi were Ministers not* wanted bv the Muhammadans of the 
Swaraj party and that they were unfit. * 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI : May I rise to a point of order? 
The member is referring to the question of personnel. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: He is quite in order. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: It was only on prin- 
ciple and principle alone we voted, and we turned the Muhammadan 
Ministers out. I now understand from what Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
*mid that he voted against the Ministers’ salary because of the person- 
nel — there were two Muhammadan Ministers and none else. If that 
be the case 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I never said that the two 
Muhammadan Ministers should be turned out. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: He said that he voted 
against the personnel of the Ministers. The attitude of the 
Swarajists was always that there should be an understanding between 
the Hindus and Muhammadans Living in Bengal. That being the 
case we the Mussulmans of the Swaraj party joined hands and our 
number being 22 out of a total strength of 42 it cannot in any way be 
fluid that the success of the Swaraj party was due to the Hindus only 
and our idea, when we came to the Council, was to work together with 
the Hindus. The Kumar’s intention is that there now should be a 
division between the Hindus and the Muhammadans and I am very 
pained to hear it. We always took the Kumar to be a great friend 
of the Indians but his speech to-day shows that he wants to divide 
the Hindus and Muhammadans so that the bureaucracy may go on 
merrily. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Are you going to allow 
misrepresentations to go on like this, Sir? 1 never said anything 
about the personnel of the ministry but the personnel indicating the 
policy followed by the Ministers. I did not say anything about 
Hindus or Muhammadans. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If there is any misrepresentation of what you 
Lave said it is for you to rise and correct it. I am not responsible 
for any misrepresentation, 1 cannot possibly say when a speaker is 
misrepresenting you. 
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. ft Kwmr «HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAYl Sir, you Wri jay 

ipeech purely. I never mentioned for a single moment that I wit 
opposed to the Muhammadan Ministers. I never said such a thing. 
Maulrf Nurul Huq is Repeatedly asserting it that because I differ from 
the Swaraj party I must go to hell. • 

MamvrMd. NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURYt iM me now refer to the 
speech of my friend Mr. B. Chakravarty, the leader of the Nationalist 
party* He said that he was willing to accept ministry on certain condi- 
tions and that he would try to devise means as to how a stable ministry 
might be formed. May I ask Mr. Chakravarty when he fought the 
Diamond Harbour election if he did not sav that he would not accept 
office under the present circumstances Y Sir. the Bengal Ordinance 
was then in force and no Criminal Iaiw Amendment Bill was brought 
before the Council. When that election was fought two of the 
Indian members of this Council were in jail and they have not been 
let off yet. Government have not vet bowed to the wishes of the elected 
rejnesentatives of the country nor do I understand how the circum- 
stances may be said to hove changed in order to make the ministry 
acceptable to Mr. Chakravarty and his party. It has also been said 
that the number of Nationalists is about 25 which I doubt very much and, 
Sir, amongst them there is only one Muhammadan and that ** Mr. Huseyn 
Shaheed Submwnrdy, If nn$ ministry is going to be formed in Ben- 
gal there can la* no stable ministry unless there are two Muhamma<kn 
Ministers in it because they are the next biggest party after 
the Swaraj party. I do not know if Mr. Suhrawardy’a in- 
clusion in the ministry will make it a stable one. If it be 
not so, where will you find another Muhammadan to form a stable 
ministry? Where are you to U>rrow another from? I am afraid their 
fate will be the same os that of the last Ministers. I as a Swaraj ist 
and as*a Muhammadan clearly say to the Independents that if they 
accept ministry at the present moment, when the Government have 
not Abandoned its attitude or have not given us what we asked for, or, 
at least have not met us half-way, we cannot under any circumstances 
allow them to rule at least that half of the Bengal Budget known as 
Transferred Departments and will make their lives miserable. 

Mm DKBI PR09A0 KHAITAN: I have no desire to imitate my 
friend Maulvi Md. Nurnl Huq Chaudhury either in the loudness of 
his voice or in the manner of his interpreting the speech of Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Hay, but I do desire to give my reasons wbvi think 
that none of the amendments which have still "tSNipp; of ^ Llisi 

unlucky number of 13 should be accepted. Mr. J. M. Ben Gupta in 
moving the amended amendment of Mr. 8 . N. Haidar wanted to know 
what was the change in position which induced the Hon'bl* Member oft 
behalf of Government to move the present resolutoin. Sir, that them has 
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been a change in position nobody can doubt. The change in position 
about the administration of the country has certainly been for the 
worse ip the absence of the Ministers. (Question!) Some reasons 
have been given by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Raymond some have been 
given by Babu Amuljo Dhone Addy. It was as a result of the agita- 
tion carried on for a large number of years that the Reform Act was 
passed. No body can deny the proposition that although the Reform 
Act does not go to the fullest extent that we Indians wanted it to 
go, still it does confer on the representatives of the Indian public 
some share in the administration of the country and some position 
to influence the reserved side of the Government. If it was the result 
of that agitation that the Reforms Act was passed, is it for us to give 
up these Reforms and to say that we do not want them? Such, indeed, 
will be the position if this House say that we do not want Ministers, 
for without Ministers I consider the Reforms Act will be worth nothing. 
It is only if responsible Ministers are appointed, it is only if 
responsible Ministers are in charge of the Transferred Departments 
it is Only if there are responsible Ministers within the 
Cabinet that the Transferred Deparments can be administered in the 
way the representatives of the public want them to, and it is only 
then that the representatives of the people will be able to influence 
the Members of the Executive Council in the administration of the 
reserved side. < 

It was by the last speech of my hon’ble friend Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta — 
by last speech I do not mean the speech of to-day — but by his speech 
in August last that the confusion was created. He wants to know why 
is this Resolution necessary? The answer is to be found in his own 
speech. It was he who created confusion as to whether salaries were 
rejected because of want of confidence in the Ministers or in pursuance 
of a wrecking policy. Several members of this House have repeatedly 
asserted that those salaries were thrown out because an opportunity 
was not given to this House to express its no confidence in any other 
way and beeauee the rejection of the entire salary was the only way 
left open to this Mouse in order to express dissatisfaction with those 
Ministers. It was after that Resolution was moved that my hon’ble 
friend Mr. J . M. Sen Gupta got up and said that the rejection of the 
salaries was due partly because of the wrecking policy carried on by 
the Swaraj party ; and* what has been the results of that wrecking policy ? 
Certainly for these several months the Reforms have practically been 
wrecked. We are not allowed to ask questions or to move resolutions. 
The Transferred Departments are being administered in the same way 
as they were before the Reforms and, Sir, that is the position which the 
Liberal party can never subscribe themselves to. It is, therefore, Sir, 
rather a matter of oongratulation that the Government have given up 
their position of prestige and come forward before this House and 
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&mand * clear Toting as to whether the mult of voting in March 
or in August last was against the ministry in the abstract or against 
the personnel of the ministry; and it is for this House to state in quite 
clear and unambigaoqs terras that this House bv a majo^ty of votes 
demands the formation of a ministry and when^the Ministers are ap- 
pointed to state whether they have the confidence of the House or not. 
Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray was not quite in his element to-day 
when he said that Sir Abd-ur-Rahim took the wind out of his sails 
when he wholly and entirely accepted the principle enunciated in his 
amendment. In fact the amendment as worded by the Kumar Sahib 
was not quite a happy one and I am referring to it now because he has 
moved it. He wants the formation of the ministry to be made before 
the introduction of the Budget. Sir, the introduction of the Budget 
takes 'place on the 19th — two days hence. But 1 do not think that 
it is the intention of the Kumar Sahib that the Ministers should lie ap- 
pointed in such ji great hurry. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAYS Sir, my friend need not 
labour the point berau*e I want to withdraw my amendment in view of 
the assisnince given bv Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. 

Batou DEBI PROSAO KHAITAN S What 1 want to say is that 

this House would !*• given a* opportunity at an early date to express 
its opinion alwmt the ronlidenre or no confidence in the Ministers mid 
this undertaking bus already been given by the Non'ble Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim. 

Sir, so far as my friend Rai Harendrunath rfruudhuri# speech is 
concerned he lays down u procedure which, 1 believe, His Excellency 
the Governor is sure to follow. But lieing of the opinion that no 
loophole should be left against the appointment of Ministers, 1 do not 
think that this amendment should la» accepted, but this House should 
answer this plain and simple question whether the salaries of the 
Ministers should lie placed in the Budget or not. This amendment says 
that His Excellency the Governor should include in the Budget 
provision for salaries only after ascertaining from the different party 
leaders the circumstances in which a stable ministry can be formed. My 
friend Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta has clearly stated the circumstances in 
which our friends of the Nationalist party could form a stable ministry. 
The matter is now an open secret but to tag it on to tbe Resolution 
simply means that conditions are being attached. As to tbe object of 
the amendment it will be attained even if it is not accepted. For 
what is it that my friends the Nationalists want as a result of this 
amendment. If Ministers are appointed and the personnel does not 
appeal to the majority of the House then it is only in March next that 
the House will get an opportunity of passing a vote of no confidence in 

9a 
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the Ministers or rejecting the whole amount of their salaries. In fact, 
it would be prudent for this House to pass this resolution on the 
distinct terms in which the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has put it, and 
then wait tftU the Ministers are appointed and, in March next express 
its opinion as to whether they have the confidence of the House or not. 

Maulvi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI : Sir, may I speak a few words 
on behalf of the Swarajist Muhammadans. We have heard from man> 
of our friends repeatedly that the outgoing Ministers— I mean Mr. Huq 
aud Mr. Ghuznavi— did not command the confidence of the people and 
this House and that they were not competent. Some of my friends have 
declared that owing to these circumstances they were defeated. Sir, 
during the time of the proposed adjournment of the House I supported 
them and they were successful. But during the voting of the salaries, 
they were defeated and defeated by one vote only when I voted against 
them. Sir, I was given to understand by Mr. C. R. Das, the leader of 
our party, that as soon as the Ministry is gone the Liberals in England 
would give us provincial autonomy and considering that it would be 
greater gain 1 voted against the Ministers and they were defeated. But 
I am now told that they had not the confidence of the House. 1 say 
that they have confidence of the House and that they command the 
confidence of the country. The moment they are appointed Ministers 
again they will command the whole-heaHrd support of the Muhammadans 
of the Council. The Muhammadans in this Council are now united. 
We combined against the Ministers l»ecause we had the misfortune of 
associating ourselves with the Swarajya party with the object of 
obstructing Government in all matters. That was the reason for which 
we opposed the Ministers’ salaries and it was not for any want of 
confidence iu them. If my friends now try to make capital out of it, 
they are entirely mistaken. If Mr. B. Chakravarti forms a ministry 
now we Muhammadan members will oppose it tooth and nail; if there 
be not two Muhammadans in the ministry. 

Thf HoiPM* Sir HUGH STEPHENSON S Sir, I was a Member of 
the Transfer of Subjects Committee of the Reforms Committee which 
first suggested the transfer of certain subjects, and I am, therefore, 
naturally disposed to their administration by the representatives of the 
people Wause those departments were transferred on the ground that 
the best chance of progress in these subjects was through their 
administration by the representatives of the people; Hut I am not going 
to argue that question here. The question at issue this afternoon is : 
Does this Council want Ministers or not ? I will not follow the enticing 
red-herrings which Rai Harendrannth Chaudhuri and Mr. J. M. Sen 
Gupta dangle in front of our nose hut I shall confine myself to a few 
remarks on the various amendments. The first amendment is that the 
discussion should he adjourned sine Hie, That, Sir, has got a familiar 
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ring in my ears and I seem to remember that a similar motion was 
bhmght forward on a previous occasion when the Swaraj party was in 
di|Bculty. I was not present at the debate wfiieh took place last August 
but I have learnt se^er^il things from Mr* J. M. Sen Gupta which I did 
not realise before. In the first place we have hefn told that the whole 
question as to whether we should have Ministers or not is an abstract 
question and not a practical one. I should have thought that it is one 
of the most urgent practical questions of the day. Mr. Sen Gupta has 
said that Government will be no further than where they ure now if 
this Resolution is pa>M*d, because it would only be an answer to an 
abstract question. My impression from reading the papers at home and 
after T came out here was that it was claimed that the Council refused 
to have dyarchy. 

It now appears that the Swaraj party are in a minority and they 
know that they arc in a minority — and that they know that the rest of 
the Council, except themselves, do want to have Ministers. Vi here then 
comes in the on that the Swaraj party 1ms saved the country by killing 
the ministry ? What is it, Sir. that the Swaraj party are afraid off 
Why do they want to run awa\ from the issue? The issue is a perfectly 
plain one. I have listened carefully to Mr. Sen Gupta’s speech. He 
complained that he had lieen given short notice, but he did not tell the 
Council how that short notic^had affected either himself or his party, 
and all that I could gather from his speech was that he strongly objected 
to this Resolution, which must show, what he himself admits, that the 
Swaraj party do not entirely represent the whole Council. His grievance 
apparently is not against Government but against the rest of the parties 
in the Council, ri:., that although the Swaraj party i«in a minority in 
the whole of the Council, the rest of the Council will not allow themselves 
to l»e guided by the dictum of the Swaraj party. That was apparently 
the whole of Mr, Sen Gupta’s complaint against the Government’ll 
action in bringing forward this Resolution. Rut, Sir, it ha# l**en brought 
out by various speakers that there is a necessity for a clear answer; and 
T would like to say, on behalf of Government that the adjournment of 
this question tine die will be interpreted by Government as a clear answer 
to the question in the negative, and that no provision will la* made for the 
salary of Ministers. 

Then, Sir. coming to Rai Harendranath fhaudhuri* amendment, I 
have a little doubt as to what the purport of his speech was. The amend- 
ment is that the salary of Ministers shall be provided after ascertaining 
from the different party leaders the circumstances under which a stable 
ministry can lie formed. T have listened attentively to his speech and 
have gathered that it is the Government and not His Excellency the 
Governor that will ascertain from the different party leaders the circum- 
stances under which a stable ministry can be formed. As for that, so 
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far as Government is concerned, I may say that it is entirely outside our 
province to ascertain the wishes of the different party leaders, and tbfc 
circumstances under whicfi a stable ministry can be formed, and thpt 
is the reason why Government must oppose his. emendment- It is a 
recommendation to uff to ascertain the wishes of the different party 
leaders, and when we have done that, we are not able to use the informa 
tion we have got as it is outside our province — it is a recommendation 
that really goes beyond the province of this Government. But, as 
regards the conditions under which a stable ministry can be formed, there 
can be no question about it, that the Government as well as His Excellen- 
cy the Governor are as interested as this Council in having a stable 
ministry. And His Excellency has authorised the announcement that 
opportunities will be provided for the Council to indicate that they 
have no confidence in the Ministers His Excellency appoints and that the 
Ministers will resign. There can be no greater guarantee that it is His 
Excellency's desire that a stable ministry shall be formed. There is, no 
doubt, therefore, that His Excellency will take the necessary steps in 
forming a ministry. As I have explained, we cannot accept the 
amendment and must oppose it. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I rise to a point of 
order? The Hon’hle Sir Hugh Stephenson says that it is not the concern 
of the provincial Government but of HM Excellency the Governor to 
ascertain the wishes of the different party leaders. If that be so, certain- 
ly the amendment should have been disallowed by you. I think, Sir, 
he has questioned your ruling 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Sir Hugh Stephenson has simply criticised 
your speech so far as I am able to gather. 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; The Hon'ble Member says 
that the matter is primarily the concern of His Excellency the Governor. 
If that be so, the amendment should have been disallowed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; I am rather surprised that surh an earnest student 
as yourself of the Rules and Standing Orders should urge this as a point 
of order. 1 am quite sure you know that with regard to resolutions, it is 
the duty of the President to admit them as to form, and that it 
then devolves upon the Governor to allow or disallow them. I admitted 
your amendment as to form, and it is on the paper to be treated on its 
merits, and I understand tbe Hon'ble Sir Hugh Stephenson has suggested 
that it has no merits. It is not for me to decide one way or the other. 

Thf Hon’ble Hr HUGH STEPHENSON: I entirely agree that Rai 
Harendranath Chaudhuri has camouflaged his proposal so as to bring 
it under the rules, I was not questioning any body's ruling hut merely 
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Mating the facte. The facte being what they are, I say Government are 
Enable to accept the amendment I put it to the House the issue is 
perfectly plain, and I hope that the House will vote on it in a plain 

way. 

Mr. M. DAUDS Sir, the proposition before the House is whether 
Ministers' salaries should be provided in this year's Budget or not In 
regard to the question whether there should be Ministers or not, my 
friends the Swarajists have made it perfectly dear as to their views on 
the matter. But the Nationalists have come out in this Council in their 
true colours. The objections of the Nationalists last time were that the 
then Ministers did not enjoy the confidence of the House. I ask my 
Muhammadan Swarajists to consider seriously the situation, and sincerely 
to say whether they (the Nationalists) are right, or wrong It has been 
argued by the Nationalists that Ministers should be appointed from those 
members who enjoy the confidence of the House. I appeal to the Muham- 
madan members of this House to unite, npurt from party politics, and 
apart from petty differences of opinion, to say in right earnest that we 
the Muhammadans who form the majority in this Province want to main* 
tain that there should be two Muhammadan Ministers. My friend the 
Kumar Saheb has argued with great emphasis— but he altogether for- 
gets the fact that there are only 22 members in his party. If my friends 
the Muhammadan Swarajists *>tne to our side we can ask His Excellency 
the Governor that the majority of the Ministers should Ik* from uur party. 

I appeal to my Muhammadan friends that this is the proper time to unite 
and request His Excellency to take the majority of the Ministers from the 
Muhammadans. With these few words I whole-heartedly support the 
Resolution moved by the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. I do not see any 
reason to accept any of the amendments when the Nationalists in their 
heart of hearts know that they are going to accept the ministry in throw- 
ing off (heir disguise in the Council. 

Maulvi ABDUL CAFUR: I wish to 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you speak a little louder, please? 

Matllvi ABDUL CAFUR: Very well. Sir, I shall try to raise my 
voice as much as I can. As regards the Resolution I beg to submit 
that I cannot understand it, nor can I make any head or tail out of it — 
it is an anomaly, because it is a Government Resolution and the Govern- 
ment has got the fullest power and authority to appoint Ministers and 
as many as they like. The purpose of bringing forward this Resolution 
is clearly placed before the House and Mr, Sen Gupta on behalf of the 
Swaraj Party has most lucidly placed our point of view before tbe 
Council The purpose to to tell the world that Bengal wants dyarchy 
in opposition to the wishes and efforts of the Swaraj party including 
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Hindu* and, Muhammadans. Therefore, I do not wish to speak much 
on the merits of the Resolution, but certainly it would be a misfortune 
for Bengal if under the stress of the present circumstances Hindus, 
Muhammadans and Europeans do not work together for the salvation of 
Bengal, for working oft the destiny of Bengal and India. It would be 
a misfortune if we cannot unite under the present circumstances. The 
circumstances require that we should first have our demands met by the 
Government. If the Government do not care for our wishes, if the 
Government do not come down to fulfill our wishes, should we support 
such a Resolution ¥ I say we should not; because as Mr. Sen Gupta has 
just now put it before the Council, the position is worse this year than 
the last. Moreover, it has cut me to the quick to hear such words falling 
from the lips of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray— he said and his wordings 
were a little bit bitter — because the Ministers were unpopular. Indeed, 
my friends Maulvi Md.'Nurul Huq Chaudhury, Mr. Sultan Ali and 
Mr. Daud have spoken and I do not wish to speak much on the question, 
but it is a fact t hut if the Nationalist party do accept the ministry they 
would be driving a wedge between the Hindus and Muhammadans for 
ever and the Hindus and Muhammadans will not come to meet on the 
same platform and by the acceptance of this ministry the Government 
will be given a handling, a strong handling to rule the country as it 
likes. Therefore, Sir, I beg to submit this much before the House that 
we should consider the question from various points and the position 
is really worse than it was last year and if it be so how can we accept 
the ^Resolution. I say we cannot accept it in any case. I, therefore, 
beg to ask the House to ponder for a moment whether we should not all 
join to throw out the Resolution and to support the amendment put 
forward by Mr. Sen Gupta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I observe that a number of Muhammadan 
speakers are rising to speak. I should like to {mint out that I cannot 
have a repetition of what we have heard already from several speakers. 
If any one desires to discuss the merits of the Resolution, I will # call 
upon turn, but 1 would suggest that the matter under debate is not a 
question of the relative virtues of the Hindus and Muhammadans. That 
is quite outside the question. 

Mr. I. N. HALDAR: I will not take up much of the time of the 
Council, but I will only show to the House the absurdity of the position 
that Government has taken up by recommending such a Resolution. 
Sir, under the rules it will not be possible for me to bring a negative 
resolution saying that no Ministers’ salary be provided for in this year’s 
Budget. Supposing I had sent a resolution to that effect, I would have 
been told that I wafc out of order, because the question of the Minister*' 
salary was not before the House. If that he an absurd position, then I 
say that this Resolution is also an absurdity/ It is like putting the 
cart before the horse. There are no Ministers. We have shown during 
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tlie -last session of the Council by our votes, and it has been mad# 
explicitly clear by our leader Mr. C. R. Das, that we want to end this 
present system of dyarchy or to mend it. Since tha{ time up to now 
nothing has happened which would give us any indication that Govern* 
ment does want a ministry and that they are wiling to act according 
to our wishes. Over and above that, as my friend Mr. Hen Gupta has 
already said, our opinions, our resolutions, have lieen flouted and flung 
hack at our teeth; we have been insulted at every stage: our member# 
have been spirited away: nearly 70 other members of other families 
have been taken away without trial, and this is a method which the 
Government has chosen for the purpose of terrorising us into submission. 

I can say for myself as well as on behalf of mv party that we the 
members of the Sawarajya party refuse to be terrorism! and bullied by the 
Govenyuent into submission. If the Government really desires that 
the dyarchy should be maintained this is not the attitude of mind, this 
is not the atmosphere which His Excellency should have created. He 
should have c reated an atmosphere of peace anti good-will anti the first 
offer of good-will should have come from the Government. We see no 
Mgiin of it and yet we are asked to co-operate with Government who are 
trving at every step to throttle our aspirations and our movement. 
Another extraordinary thing is, us I can quite see with the vision of a 
Brahmin as I am, that the Muddiman Committee has got its majority 
report by one vote. The minority report consists of four gentlemen 
including Sir Sivaswumi Aiyer, an ex* Member of the Executive Council 
of Madras, and they have, it is quite well-know n to every one who takes 
any interest as regards political matters, said that dyarchy as it is in 
vogue at the present moment is absolutely unworkable and should be 
rejected. That is the recommendation of the minority committee and 
that recommendation as well ns the recommendation of the majority 
committee have gone ac ross the seas and are awaiting -disposal by the 
Secretary of State. This is surely a camouflage for the purpose of 
showing to the civilised world that the Council of a major province 
like Bengal has put its seal upon the present system of dyarchy. We 
are not going to have it. Whether my friends the Muhammadans or 
my friends the Nationalists accept the ministry, their position will be 
just the same as it was a few months back. We cannot allow any 
ministry to go on unless and until our demands are satisfied, and it is 
for this reason that T have put forward this amendment of mine that 
the consideration of this question Ik* postponed tine die, 

Mr. PRESIDENT* I think the time has almost arrived for closing 
the debate. The position has been fully explored, I will now call 
upon Dr. Moreno to speak after which there will he the evening 
adjournment. 

. Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA: Before you call upon Sir Abd-ur-R*hira to 
reply, may I have a few minutes just to make our position clear. 



GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. 


X 


[17th Fct. 


n 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it by way of personal explanation f 

Mr. 4 . M. SEN GUPTA: I am entitled to apeak on the substantive 
resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! 1 ! shall have no objection to your speaking again,, 
but I do not accept your proposition that you have a right to do so. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO S It seems to me that the arguments of the 
Swaraj party are more or less in the way of vilification if nothing else. 
There has been a clear-cut issue before the House — are you going to 
have Ministers or are you not? We have heard Mr. Sen Gupta tell u* 
with a great deal of persuasion but very little of argument that the 
intention of Government is to throw an apple of discord and their only 
avowed intention is to try to rule by terrorism — a point which been 
emphasised by Mr. Haidar. Now with regard to that point I would only 
like to say that the Swarajists have very little to say in this matter. 
They are committed to a policy of obstruction and Government have no 
interest to consult them. It is to the interest of Government to consult 
those parties which are out to do real and effectual work. Therefore, I 
say, the Swarajists have no locus standi here. They are out for wrecking 
the constitution and for breaking the ministry, but they must remember, 
as Mr. Sen Gupta has already said, that they are in the minority and that 
there are others to be considered — others who are willing to work in 
order to make the Reforms a success. Then, again, another member, 
Mr. Md. Nurul Huq Ohaudhury, the idol of the party, has said that the 
intention of Government is to spoil the feeling between Hindus and 
Muhammadans. Nothing of the kind. Government have put a clear- 
cut issue before those who are willing to work the Reforms and who are 
willing that a ministry should be formed for the purpose. We know 
now what the present position of the country is. We know that while 
there is no ministry, His Excellency carries on these nation-building 
departments entirely on his own. He is not responsible to Padiament, 
be is not responsible to the Secretary of State nor even to this House. 
I can conceive of nothing more autocratic than this and we have to thank 
those who by their methods have wrecked the ministry and have thus 
introduced the worst form of autocracy possible. Moreover, no effectual 
work can be done. Some of us have a good deal of things to do in 
this Council, We have resolutions, questions, Bills before the House 
and all these are held up simply Wause you cannot have these discussed 
before the House under the present circumstances. 

Now, I think the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has made a very 
reasonable request. It is not an abstract question, it is a very concrete 
question — are you going to have Ministers or are you going to leave 
the management of the Transferred Departments entirely to His 
Excellency who is the very model of a constitutional ruler? The 
question of the personnel of the ministry can very easily be settled out 
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of At House. In England when a ministry is formed, these matters are 
discussed outside the House. If a Conservative Ministry is appointed, 
the matter is discussed in the Carlton Club, or if a Libera] Ministry is 
appointed, the matter is discussed in the National Liberal Association. 
Here the views of the parties may be ascertained and the policy of 
Ministers as regards constructive work can be approved by the parties, 
leaving alone tbe obstructionists. I appeal to those who are for some 
sort of constructive work to express their approval in no uncertain 
manner. Remember, Sir, that we are the representatives of people out- 
side who are now crying for relief and more relief in the way of water* 
supply, sanitation, education and public health. All these matters are 
now being neglected chiefly on account of political intrigues and 
dogmas. I appeal to the members to settle these matters once for all 
so that f real and effectual work may be done in the province. 

(The Council here adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

After the adjournment. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In considering the academic question 
whether, a ministry should I»e formed or not we have to deride in an 
abstract manner whether we accept dyarchy or we do not. By accept- 
ing the dyarchy I do not mean that we consider it a good workable 
proposition. On the other hand, as such we are opposed to it but in 
the sense that we can use the provisions of the Government of India 
Act to establish certain conventions which will give substantial powers 
to tbe Ministers and sufficient funds to the transferred departments 
not contemplated by the Government of India Art. If we do not 
accept dyarchy in this limited sense, then we come here to obftruct. 

As an abstract proposition we are not here to obstruct, so if tha 
Government wants from us an abstrac t opinion, an abstract futica , we 
cannot in principle be against the establishment of a ministry. 
Now*if we say that a ministry should fie formed, should it be with or 
without conditions. It is dear that in the present atmosphere it is 
impossible for a stable ministry to be formed without conditions. These 
conditions should be such as may help to give larger powers to the 
ministry, and a preponderating voice to the Ministers in the destinies 
of tire Province. Some conditions have, therefore, to be evolved in 
the concrete which may Ire consistent with the Government of India' 
Act and at the same time help to advn ,ce the jreople'# cause, and secure 
for them their rights and liberties. These conditions which must be 
practical can only be evolved after serious consideration and serious 
consultation amongst the liest and most influential men iu the House. 
The issue is perfectly clear, and if the Government is really anxious 
to have a ministry as a practic-al proposition and not as some allege, 
it is being influenced by some die- bards in it who are glad because tbey 



u 


GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. 


[17th Fxb. 


are unhampered by a ministry, and, who would be more than glad if 
Bengal was declared a backward Province and they could continue t<f 
heap, oppression on the people of Bengal without fear and opposition, 
then there is no course opeii to them but to accept , the amendment of 
Rai Hareiidranath Chludhuri. 

So far as the personal observations of Mauivi Md. Nurul Huq Chaud- 
hury are concerned I do not think they were called for or were good 
taste, and 1 pass them by in silence. An attempt has been made to 
laise the communal issue, and to suggest that the last Ministers were 
defeated because they were Muhammadans. I am sorry that there are 
some who hold this view. I do not at this stage desire to dilate upon 
the several causes that brought about the downfall of the ministry, their 
accumulated sins which forfeited them the confidence of the House 
and how they rode to their fall. Apart from the Swaraj party r which 
opposed the ministry oil the question of principle, we judged them by 
their actions, by their diplomacy, by the way in which they gradually 
attempted to sow dissension between community and community, by 
the open manner in which they supported the Government in the 
Resolution which called for the release of political prisoners, and by 
their appeal for votes in the numo of Islam and religion. Some mem- 
bers are here who vetted for them liecause they were Muhammadans, 
because of their personal appeal in the name of religion, knowing full 
well that they had been weighed and found wanting. But to those who 
voted against them, it would have been immaterial whether the 
Ministers were Hindus or Muhammadans. Indeed, we know of some 
Hindu members who have flouted their constituencies and public opinion, 
who would have been defeated in precisely the same manner. 

I would, therefore, beg the members not to consider the downfall 
or formation of a ministry as a communal question. Cannot we look at 
it from a broader standpoint? Would you say that if there are Ministers 
it helps the cause of the country and of the Muhammadans if there 
are two Muhammadan Ministers however undesirable they ''may 
be. Does our fate, does our destiny depend upon what is the religious 
denomination of the Ministers? If this is the View we take, then w*oe 
to our {Hilitical consciousness that am not rise above communal pre- 
judices and suspicion. I am sure that the members will not be carried 
away by their commun d sentiment. I would l>eg them not to listen to 
the malign allegations of t’.e hidden hand: it is an injustice, an insult 
to the good sense of the members to sav that it was communal or per- 
sonal considerations that influenced their vote. 

This is mj last appeal to them. May their love for their country 
Mive them from the catastrophe of a divided people. 

•afell UMCS CHANDRA CHATTERJES: Ministers are oost^ 
shows which India has not the money to pay for. Let us have control 
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©Ter the purse and Foreign Relatioiw and we will agree to them. What 
thall we do with the Department of Self-Government which is concerned 
with road-making and muncipalining? Cart tracks and motor tracks 
we do not want h^ause they help foreign trade by sustaining the 
railways. Municipalities we do not want; tfcey are emporiums of 
foreign goods and they flourish by destroying the villages. So 
Ripon-Self-Government is no good to us; on the other hand it is 
bane to us in the worst sense of it. 

Then sanitation has no meaning without nourishment. Nourish- 
ment the Government do not supply us with. Therefore, we must 
'suspend the department till we attain full freedom. University 
education we must eschew. It does not make us men. It helps us 
in cutting our hairs and in dividing them in well defined sections ; it in- 
fuses % lust for spectacles and wrist watches; it fosters upkrwastrnru 
and subserviency ; it makes us foppish; it unmans us; it makes us a 
nation of clerks. This education is n family-miner and loses the 
charm for the recipient as soon as he comes out of the college and 
experiences the scarcity of service. So why should we spend money 
for this sort of education? 

As regards industry we do not want any department for it. We 
had industries; these, the foreign trude has destroyed; their revival 
is itnj>OHsible without the suspension of the foreign trade. 

Agriculture has waned. # No amount of costly department will 
rejuvenate it. The Sundurbands and other jungles have been des- 
troyed for the furtherance of the foreign trade and the result has Ihmmi 
that the rains have been made irregular and insufficient. The little 
rain that we .still have, we cannot reserve; for the reservoirs of water 
have silted up and we have no money to re-excavate them. It will not 
do to say “ Why don’t you adopt the co-operative system? M We are 
unaccustomed to the system and I believe it is foreigu to our nature. 
Indian Kings never practised or enforced it ; they use to take all the 
trouble for the supply of water for drinking and irrigation purposes 
themselves and paid all the money from the Government exchequer. 
They hud nut to spend all the revenue for the maintenance of a colossal 
army. It is unwise to ask uh to change our nature which has been 
formed from time immemorial. 

I verily believe that the aforesaid five* departments will not reju- 
venate us. I, therefore, pressed for the curtailment of the depart- 
ments and fusing them all into one department, so that a compara- 
tively small exjienditure might suffice to satisfy the whims of the 
Government and save enough money for expenditure in other useful 
purposes and lowering the crushing tax. But the Government rejected 
my motion as soon as proposed. Government cry hoarse for co-opera- 
tion in the guise of subserviency and therefore reject real and well- 
meaning co-operation whenever offered. In conclusion, I must say that 
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none of these departments existed in the present fashion before the 
British people came into India but our predecessors were in the least 
worse off for want of them. With these observations I request the House 
to reject the Government motion for the inclusion ff Ministers* salaries 
in the coming budget. 

[After the member had delivered his speech as above, he asked 
permission of the Hon’ble President to speak in Bengali in further 
elaboration of his points. Mr. President disallowed this, and the member 
continued to speak in English.] 

Let there be no dissension amongst us over this matter. Fipm the 
point of view of India’s interest we should sink our differences and I 
request all the parties to join us in opposing the Resolution which has 
been brought by Government. If this Resolution is passed Ministers 
will come into existence and this will mean huge expenditure which 
will serve no purpose whatsoever. Why vote only for the postponement 
of the Government motion? I^et us join shoulder to shoulder in 
opposing the main resolution and reject it and do away with dyarchy 
altogether. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen Gupta, before the adjournment you 
desired to make a personal explanation. You are generally a model of 
conciseness and I hope you will be so this time also. 

Mr. «l. M. 8EN GUPTA. Thank you for the compliment, Sir. 

[At this stage several members rose to speak, but Mr. President ruled 
that as the subject had been amply discussed, he could not allow further 
speeches.] 

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA: I propose to take only two minutes. 
The first thing I want to point out to the Government is this, that if 
they want a straight fight and straight answer to their question then 
let the Government advise His Excellency the Governor to dissolve the 
Council. They will know the answer positively ; they will know khat 
Bengal says. Instead of that they have taken recourse to this unfair 
method. This is not a straightforward course. His Excellency the 
Governor should have dismissed, should have exacted resignation from 
the Ministers directly their salaries were rejected on the first occasion. 
He did not do so. I am not going, as I am not permitted, to censure 
His Excellency or in any way comment on his conduct. All that I 
say is this, as His Excellency is now anxious to know whether we will 
support any ministry or not, the best way to do it is to dissolve the 
Council and let the ^Councillors go back and come back to the Council 
after fighting an election on that issue. That will be a much better 
course for Government to follow and it will satisfy all parties. 

As I may not be able to say anything after the voting starts on the 
two amendments and on the principal resolution T want to make my 
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portion and the position of my party absolutely clear on the voting* 
We are going to vote for our amendment and I hope the other member* 
will also do so. Now with regard to the amendment moved by the 
Nationalist party. ^Having regard to the attitude taken up by the 
Government respecting it, I and my party will *>te with the National* 
ists on that amendment in pursuance of our declared policy that we 
will join hands with any party in this Council against the Government. 
It does not mean that while supporting the amendment we are in favour 
of any formation of a ministry. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD.UR-RAHIM: The debate has done this 
much that we now know what the position of the different groups is in 
this Council. Mr. Sen Gupta has stated in no unambiguous terms that 
it is his party — the Swaraj party and the Swaraj party alone that is 
weddeif to a policy of obstruction and to throwing out the Reforms. He 
has also told us which I do not think required any elucidation that his 
party is in a minority in this Council. 

As regards the Nationalists we have had speeches from a large num- 
ber of members including Mr. Chnkravarti my old friend. 

As regards Mr. Chakruvarti’s attitude I must say it. is somewhat 
difficult for me to follow. What he is going to do on this occasion I 
do not know for I do not think that he has enlightened the House upon 
that. • 

As regards Rai Harcudranath Chuudhuri’s amendment 8ir Hugh 
Stephenson has already told the House thut we are tumble to accept it 
and the reason is plain. The appointment of the ministry is entirely 
in the hands of the Governor. It is not the concern of the Govern- 
ment. It is for him to decide what procedure he will follow to form 
the ministry; he may consult the Members of his Executive Council 
if he thinks fit, he may consult outsiders or any number of member* 
of this ftouse. That is entirely a question for him and it is not for u# 
to suggest that he should follow a particular procedure. That is the 
reason why we are unable to accept this amendment. What he will 
do is not for us to suggest. But there can be no doubt from past 
experiences of action taken by Ilis Excellency in similar matters that 
he will try to find out what is the best means to form a stable ministry. 

Mr. H. S. •UMftAWARDYs May I ask a question f Is it not 
the province of the Governor to appoint Ministeas and not of the Coun- 
cil to suggest the formation of a Ministry ? 

Mr, PRESIDENT? I think you are asking for an interpretation of 
the Act. Ton are at liberty to interpret the Act according to your 
own view. 

Mr. H, S. iUHRAWAROYr That was not my question at all. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Instead of asking a question you are trying to 
obtain an interpretation of the Statute. • 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Then may 4 ask a simple question? 
Mr. PRESIDENT? You have already asked it. 

Ttw Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: If the hon’ble member had 
t>orne in mind the terms of my Resolution he would have got an answer 
to the question. The terms of the Resolution are that this Council 
recommends to the Government that provision for Ministers’ salaries 
be made in the Budget. It is the function of the Government and not 
the Governor to provide Ministers’ salaries in the Budget. The ques- 
tion in the Resolution is asked because we want to make sure whether 
this Council wants or does not wunt popular Ministers to be in charge 
of the Transferred Departments so that we can frame the BudgeCaecord- 
ingly. If they do not want Ministers then His Excellency the Governor 
will apply to the proper authority under Rule 6 of the Devolution Rules 
for the retransfer of these departments. 

As regards the amendments we are not in a position to accept any 
of them. 

As regards the Swaraj party’s amendment recommending {he post- 
ponement of the consideration of the subject 1 should have thought 
that’ they would have been the first to welcome a Resolution of this kind 
if they are right in their repeated assertions that this Council or the 
country does not want Ministers. They know, as a matter of fact, 
that the opinion of the Council is the other way and that is why they 
want to avoid the issue. They themselves, however, do not want popu- 
lar Ministers to run the Transferred Departments. 

I have said that I do not want to discuss the merits or the demerits 
of the Government of India Act on the present occasion. All that I 
want to know is whether it is the clear opinion of the Council that 
aaluries should be provided for Ministers in the Budget. That is the 
plain issue. It is no use shelving it. If the House shelves it* by a 
postponement oi the consideration of the subject the result will l>e that 
no salaries will be provided in the Budget and these nation-building 
subjects will be transferred back. I have nothing further to say. 

The amendment of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta wan then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 


Miaintd, Nautvi Atimutftiln. 

UnHi, UN R*nw GbaitUra. 

BaktU, Naulri Katftrv 
Bauarjaa, Nr. A. C. 

Baa* M«i Bajay Kris***. 
Cbabravarti, Baba Jattaira Obauira. 
Obattarjaa, Baba Vmm ObaMra. 

QMSVSWi MIVTTI SWIMS «Wir RIM 


Am. 

Chautfbury, Naulvi Mtf. Nunil Mu* 
ClHMUar, Nr. Nirmai Obaabra. 

Dm. Or. Nabini Nabau. 

Oat Oapta, Or. 4, N. 

Day, Babu B a r— a Praaai. 

•afur, Naulvi Abtfut. 

Ba — uty , Babu K Hpwra Mata, 
MaMar, Nr. B. M. 




Addama>Wiltiama, Mr. a 
A ddy, Mu Aanriya DImm. 

AUmI, InM T tyiUlUt , 

Ahmad, Maufri Zaaaaar. 

A lay, Kftaa Bahadur A ■aMAtb. 

All, Maulvl Sayyvd Sultan. 

All, Mr. Altai. 

•ana, Mr. ft. M. 
laNr)w, Bala Satya Kiahara. 
laMrjM, Ral Bahadur Abinaah Chandra, 
•arma, Ral Sahib Banahaaan. 

•art an, Mr. M. 

Baau, lain laliairi Nath. 

M Khan Bahadur Mira Shujaat All. 
Baat, tha HWUi t. d. 

•Irlay, Mr. A 

C baud Hurt, Nawab Bahadur Salyid Navah 
All, Khaa Bahadur. t 

Cbatnuddin, Khaa Bahadur Maulvl Md. 
Chaupdhury, Maulvl Faital Karim. 

Caban, Mr. O. 4 . 

Caay ar, Mr. C. B. 

C araaraa, Mr. A d. 

Cwrrla, Sir William. 

Oat, Bahu Cbaru Chandra. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Da, Mr. K. 0. 

Day, Mr. A 0. 

Dana Id, tha Nan ’em Mr. 4 . 

Data, Ral .Bahadur Byarl LaL 
Outt, Mr. 0. ft. 

Bddla, Mr. ft. ft. «. 

Barteftl, Khan Bahadur K. B. M. 

Bt dfr t y , Sir Bta r pa. 

DashhAf Sal Bahadur BaftrldM* 

Baada, Mr. A W. 

Buha, Mr. B. N. 

Samar, Mr. A W. 

Na% Khan Bahadur Katf Zahirui. 


Naahyaa, Mr. W. A 

Maaaain, Khaa Bahadur Maulvl Muaharruf. 

Him. Maulvl A. K. BaiMit, 

hub, Maulvl Ihramul. 

damac, Mr. B. A 

Khaitan, Bahu Dahl Braaad. 

UlMahammad, Mali. 

Law, Baja ftaahaa Cam. 

Lfddall, Mr. M. 0. 

MaaiA Mr. Byad M. 

Miltar, Sir Brtvaah Chundar. 

Mt r tna, Dr. N. W. B. 

Maryan, Mr. A 
Muharjl, Mr. A A 

handy, Maharaj Kumar Brit Chandra. 
Natimuddin, Khaja. 

Oatan, Mr. A B. 

Bahtavran, Maulvl Md. Ahdut duhhar. 
Bhalna, Mr. T. d. 

Quadar, Maulvl Ahdul. 

Rahim, tha MantM Sir Ahd*ur% 

Rahman, Mr. A. B. 

Ray, Bahu R a # an# ra Marayan. 

Ray, B«bu Bur BR d ra RatA 
Ray, tha Mdu’hlt Maharala Bahadur 
Kahaualah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Mr. Tarlt Bhutan. 

Ray, Raja Manilttf ftlnsA 

ftalam, Khan Bahadur Mautvl Ahdua. 

tartar, Maulvl Allah Bahah. 

Sfctnntr, Mr. A A. 

Stanhanaaa, tha Man'bla Blr NubA 
•wan, Mr. d. A A 
Travara, Mr. W. A 
VltJfcM, Mr. A 
Wilma, LACak A B. 

Wat dhaa d, Mr. d. A. 


The Ayes being 41 end the Noes 76, the motion wbb lott. 

The Atnendme«a of Bet Hftrendranuth Chaudhuri was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYCA 
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[17th Ejeb. 


CHiknirirty, tabu Sudarsan. 
Chatttrjaa, Babu umao Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Hal Harandranath. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Saiyad Abdur flab. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Nuruf Hu*. 
Chundar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

OM. Or. Mahini Mahan. „ 

Daa Oupta, Dr. d. m. r 

Dana, Babu A kbit Chandra. 

Day, Babti iarada Praaad. 

Oalur, Maufvi Abdul. 

Danguly, babu Khagandra Nath. 

Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

Hag, Shah Syad Emdadui. 

Haqua, Maulvi Sayadut. 

Haaaain, Maulvi Wahad. 
daardar, Maulvi Aftab HaMaln. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Abdur Raaahid. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahl Uddin. 

Mahammad, Maulvi Baaar. 

Maily, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Hitra, Babu dacandra Nath. 

Mukarjjaa, Babu Taraknath. 


Chandra. 

JJahB®» Babu Manmaban. 

Baikal, Mr. hraaanna Dab. 

Bay, Babu ^banish Chandra. 

Bay, Dr. Kumud Bankar. 

Bay, Kumar Bhih Shafchamnmr. 

Bay, Babu Manaiatha Nath. 

Bay, Babu Sataavrripati. 

Boy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Bay, Mr. D. N. 

Boy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

■oy Ohaodbarl, Baba Stilijt hath. 

R Nath. h0ttdhMri ' *** Catyandm 


Barkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar, 
•orkar, Babu Naliniranlan. 

•on, Mr. N. C. 

•on Bupta, Mr. d. m. 

•ingha, Mr. Arun Chandra. 
Suhrawardy, Or. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. N. B. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Bajib Uddin. 
Yaain, Maulvi Muhammad. 


NOCB. 


Addamo-Wiliiama, Mr. c. 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Akmad, Maalvl TaytkadOla. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Zannaor. 

Aloy, Khan Bahadur s. Mahbaab. 

All, Maulvi Bayyad Bultan. 

Band, Mr. B. N. 

Banarjta, Babu Batya Kiahara. 

Banarjaa, Bai Bahadur Abinaah Chandra. 
Barma, Bai Bahlb Panahanan. 

Bartan, Mr. H. 

Baau, Babu datindra Nath. 

K # 5 an o , * ,, » 4uf “Jrta Bhujaat Ali. 
Boat, tha Han'bJa B. j. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

■■h.aur taiyid N.waft 
Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

* Mh ** ur Md. 

Ohawdhury, Maulvi Failal Karim. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. d. 

Caapar, Mr. c. Q. 

Ooraanan, Mr. n. d, 

Ourria, Bir William. r 
Daa, Babu Charu Ckandrk. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Da, Mr. K. c. 

Oty, Mr. ft. fi. 

DonaM, tha Manila Mr. d. 

°ooo* Bai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Outt, Mr. ft. B. 

Cddit, Mr. B. t. Q. 

aKs-"* 

2S5V“ K*“" ■“““ 

Buha, Mr. p. n. 
tumor, Mr. o. W. 

Khan Bahadur Kati Xahirut. 

The Ayes being 64 and the 


Hapkyna, Mr. W. 8. 

ssnun T&r* , ‘ u • , “ rru, • 

Hull, Maulvi Ekramul. 
damat, Mr. p. i. 

Khait-n, Babu Dabi Pratad. 
kal Mahammad, Haji. 

Uw, Baja Baahaa Cam. 

Laddall, Mr. h. c. 

Maiih, Mr. lyad M. 

Mittar, Sir Provaih Chundar. 

Marana, Or. h. w. b. 

Morgan, Mr. o. 

Mukarji, Mr. 8. c. 

Naiimutfdin, Khaja. 

Oat an, Mr. E. p. 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Phalpa, Mr. T. d. 

Quadar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Bahim, tha Han'bla Bir Abd-urs 
Bahman, Mr. A. P. • 

Bay, Babu Nagtndra Marayan. 

Bay, Babu Burandra Nath. 

***' **• Han'bla Maharaja 
Kthaunish Chandra. 

Bay Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Bay, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Bay, Baja Manilall Singh. 

Batam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdea. 

Barkar, Maulvi Allah Bakah. 

Bkinnar, Mr. ft. a. 

Btaphonaan, tha Han'bla Bir Hugh. 

••an, Mr. d. A. L. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

VillMrt, Mr. C. 

Wilton, Lt.*Cai. B. P. 

Watdhoad, air. d. a. , 


Noes 73, the motion wbs lost. 
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GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. 


The °n>i n al motion of the Hon’bie Sir Abd-ur-Rahim wu then « 
•nil » division taken with the following result th,n 1" 


Am. 


Addam»’Wiltiam* Mr* C. 

Mm Amulym OImm. 

Itthl Tyihlili, 

AkMM, Maulvi iMiMr, 

AMjr, Kbm latodur «. Mahboab. 

All, Maulvi Sayyad Sultan. 

Ali, Mr. Altai. 

•and, Mr. R. N. 

•anorjaa, babu Balya Kitbon. 

Banorjaa, Mai Bahadur Abinath Chandra. 
Bartna. Rai Sahib Panthanan. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

■*»u, Babti datindn Nath. 

•a*. Khan Bahadur Mirxa Shujaat Ali. 
Boat, tha Han ‘bit «. 4. 

Birity, Mr. L. 

Chaudhwri, Nawab Bahadur Baiyid Nawab 
Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Cboinuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. 
Chowdhury, Maulvi Fatfal Karim. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Coop or, Mr. C. tt. 

Coraaran, Mr. B. 4. 

Curria, t fr William. 

Oat, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 6. 0. 

Donald, tha Nan bit Mr. 4. 

Oota, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Outt, Mr. Q. t. 
iddit, Mr. B. I. 0. 

Faratiui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Oodfrty, Sir 0 aorta. 

Gaanha, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

•••da, Mr. S. w. 

Ouha, Mr. f. H. 

Bumar, Mr. C. W. 

Mas, Khan Bahadur Kaii Zahirul. 


Haphyna, Mr. W. S. 

**“ •»•“<»«• ihm 
««W» Maulvi A. K. FatHit. 

Hub. Maulvi tknmul 
** «*•*, Mr, y. *. 

K hoi tan, Babu Gobi Praaod. 

Ul Mohammad, Naji. 

La», Raja Ra ah aa oaaa. 

Liddalt, Mr. H. C. 

Matih, Mr. Sytd M. 

Minor, «r Provath Chundar. 

Marana, Or. H. W. B. 

Morsan, Mr. B. ' 

Mukarji, Mr. S. c, 

Ma»wfy, Mahtra) Kumar Brit Chandra. 
Natimuddin, Khaja. nanara. 

Oatan, Mr. I. y. 

" d - 

Quadar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Rahim, iht Han'bit Sir Abd’Uf*. 
Rahman, Mr. A. y. 

Nay, «abu Natandra Nanyan. 

Ray, Babu Suramin Nath. 

Han Wa Maharaja 
Kthauniih Chandra. 

Nay Ohaudhuri, Mr. K. c. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Nty, Raja Manllall Singh. 

Saiam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdi 
•arhar, Maulvi Allah Bakah. 

•kinntr, Mr. S. A. 

•tap ban tan, tha Nan'bla Sir Hugh. 

Swan, Mr. 4. a. L. 

Trtvtrt, Mr. W. L. 

Viltiart, Mr. t. 

Wilton, Lt**Cal. R. y. 

Waodhaad, Mr. 4. A. 


NOBS. 


A ha mad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

BafaRi, Babu Ramoa Chandra. 

Bahoh, Maulvi Kadar. 

BaimrlML Or. ynmathanath, 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

•Hk Babu Baity Krishna. 

Chakra varti, Babu dag indr. Cbandra. 
JAahravdrty, Babu Sudanan. 
Chattarjaa, babu ipum Chandra. 

Rai Ha r t ndra nath. 

Wd^rl* Maulvi Saiyad Abdur Rob. 
******* Maulvi Md. Nurul Hug 
Mundar* Mr. NirmaJ Cbandra. 

Baa* Dr. MdbJni Mohan. 

Baa Bupta, Dr. d. M. 

1 Akhil 


Haidar, Mr. S. N. 

Hap, Shah Syad Cmdadul. 
Napua, Mautvf Sayadul. 

M matin, Maulvi Wahad. 
daardar, Maulvi A I tab Haasain. 
Kban, Maulvi Abdur Ratahid. 
Khan* Maulvi Mahi tiddin. 


Maity, Babu Mabandra Nath. 
Mltra, Babu dasa ndra Nath. 
Mukarjaa, Babu Tarahnatb. 


Hawii, Babu Mamnpban. 
Raihat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 
Ray, Babu Abaaiab Chandra. 
Ray, Or. Kwpud tawkar. 
*•** tabu Mamnatba Natb. 
Rdf* “ 
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GOVEBNMENT BE80UTTI0N. 


[17m Fn. 


Ujf, Mr. 0. N. 

***# Mr. Kira* «a*fcar. 

Ur MaKM, lata ih«j« mu, 

"7 Claolhttfi, iai laJuutur ftatyaaara 
Nam. 


•m, Mr. N. & 


WMM, Mr. Ann iriaiMia 
ftutirawartfy, Dr. A. 


USSSmT” I gLJr gfli** *’ 

The Aye* being 76 and the Noe. 61, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment 


The Council wa* then adjourned till 3 p.m. on 
February, 1926, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Wednesday, the 18th 



QTO6TI0N8. 
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Proosodings sf Hit Isngil LsgisleUve Oeuntil esssmbted tinder the 
p rev is io n s of ths C^ nw^r. t of IfMHt Ast 


Tub Council me#in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
♦on Wednesday, the 18th February, 1925, at 8 r.5. 


Proton! t 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Ilon'ble Members 
of the Executive Council, and 114 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers more given). 

Settlement expenses in dossers, 

•VII. Babu SATYA KISHORE BANER4EB! (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state, whether it is a fart that in thaua Moheshpore (district Jessore) 
and in some other th&uas the zemindar has had to pay settlement 
expenses even in cases where the mauz&s are let out in patni tenure f 

(6) If so, why has this distinction been made between these thanas 
and oilier thanas where the patnidar paid the landlord's share of 
expenses f 

MEMBER in oharge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Maharaje Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur)! (a) Yes. 

(b) No such distinction has been made. 

iaraswati ml Chat Irrigation Projects. 

•VIII. Bsbtt SATYA KIBHORE BANERJBEs Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state how far the Raraiwati Project and the Ohea Project have advanced 
since last year? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hen’bfs Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur)! The Snraswati 
river is at present being surveyed and arrangements are being made 
to re-open the sluice at Jamal pore in the Burdwan district, so as 
to increase the supply of water in the Kuna Kadi and Saraswatij 
this additional supply will probably be available during the next 
monsoon: during the last monsoon attempts have been made to Bush 
the Saracwati from the Eden Canal with a certain degree of s ucce ss 
but it has been found that the supply available is insufficient to 
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thoroughly flush the Saraswati, the source of supply being some 70 miles 
away at Joojooty above Burdwan. 

In regard to the Ghea the channel will be ailt cleared and it is 
intended to irrigate a portion of the affected arm by a new distri- 
butary from the Kana Nadi at Gorulmuri, which is now being designed. 

Prooedure in matter of appeal by ofltoers dismissed by 
Superintendents of Polioe. 

MX. Bflbu 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the Hoa’bie 
the Member in charge of the Department of Police be pleased to state 
who is the appellate authority in the matter of dismissal of ministerial 
officers drawing Its. 50 and above by a Superintendent of Police with 
the concurrence of the Deputy Inspector-General of Police? ? 

(b) Is the appellant permitted to be present at tbe hearing of the 
appeal if he desires to do so? 

(o) Is it not a rule that original papers are called for in deciding 
the appeals and records ure made complete, so as to enable reference 
to be made to original papers at the hearing? 

(<l) Are Government servants who are proceeded against allowed 
to defend themselves and to Ik* present at the time of examination 
of records? ♦ 

(<?) Are they allowed to examine other officers and clerks and any 
record which may go in their favour? 

(/) Is it not a fact that transfers arc sometimes made from the 
ministerial cadre of the Inspector-General of Police, to the district cadre 
with definite orders that their posting should be in particularly 
unhealthy districts? 

(/;) Are the ministerial officers who have earned pension deprived 
of the same if discharged ns the result of the proceedings taken against 
them P 

(h) Who ia "a District Officer” within the meaning of “ Rules 
regarding the presentation of appeals and petitions” presented by a 
ministerial officer of the Police Department? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of POLICE (the Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Btephenaon): {a) 1 1 the order of dismissal is passed by 
a Superintendent of Police with tbe concurrence of the Deputy 
Inspector-General, the appellate authority i» the Inspector-General of 
Police. 

* (5) Not ordinarily. 

(c) All connected papers and proceedings of a case are forwarded 
to the appellate authority by the officer against whose orders tbe appeal 
is made. 
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(*0 and (e) The person proceeded against is not present at the time 
^hen an appeal is considered, hut he is allowed to be present at the 
original departmental inquiry and is given opportunity of cross- 
examining witnesse%and is supplied with copies of the relevant papers. 

if) No. The cadres are quite separate. 

(g) This depends ujhmi the circumstances of the case. 

(h) So far as the Police Department is concerned the power of 
4t District Officer” is exercised by the Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police. 

Ministerial staff in tht Jutfgot 1 Courts, Madia. 

•X. Mr. M. DAUD: (nt Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department he pleased to lay on the table a complete 
list of jteshkars, nazirs, clerks, amlas and typists, with their names 
and pay working at present in the Judge’s and Sub-Judge’s Court* 
in the district of Nadia? 

(b) How many of them are Muhammadans? 

(c) Will the Ilon'hle the Member be pleased to state* the names 
of those Muhammadan employees with their designation and pay? 

(<!) Are the Government considering the desirability of filling one- 
ihird of all posts hv Muhamlnadan* T>y appointing in future Muham- 
madan candidates for new posts, as apprentices and by filling up 
vacancies by Muhammadans in the said Nadia District Courts? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Non’blo 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahtffl): (<i), (/») and (e) A statement is laid on the table. 

01) Government, have already accepted the policy that one-third 
of the vacancies in ministerial jxwts should l»e filled by Muhammadans, 
till dd cent, of the posts are held by members of that community 
and jssued instructions to that effect. They are also considering what 
further steps, if any, should lx* taken to raise the proportion of 
Muhammadans to dd jx*r cent, in reasonable time. 


Statement referred to in the reply to ciausat (a), (b) ami ( c ) 
of f tarred quettion So. X. 



N arnas of officers with designation. 

Grade. 

Pay, 


Judge's Court. 

Rs. 

Ra. 

1. 

Baba Girindra Nath Sanyal, Sarishtadar 

.. m-m 

l»ft 

t. 

Babu Satish Chandra Narkar, Nazir 

.. 17ft — 226 

105 

3 . 

Moulvi 8. M Akbaruddin, Hoad Clerk and Translator 

. . 145-170 

155 

4, 

Babu Abttuah Chandra Banarji, Accountant 

80 — 140 

100 

0 . 

Babu Satish Chandra Ray, Peahkar 

i. 80 140 

00 

0. 

Babu Nakulaawar Chakravartty, Record keeper 

.. * 80 — 140 

80 
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Names of offloers with designation. * * 

Grade. 

Pay. 



Rs. 

Rs* 

7. 

Nirmal Chandra Bhadra, Session* Clerk and Stenographer . . 

125 

125 

8. 

Babu Sarvajukh Saayal, Head Comparing Clerk 

35 — 80 

80 

9. 

Babu Radhika Pratannr. Chatterji, Second Clerk 

35 — 80 

80 

10. 

Babu Abhoy Charan Chakravartty, Assistant Accountant . . 

35 — 80 

80 

11. 

Babu Kiahori Lai Chatterji, Clerk . . . . . . . 

35 — 80 

74 

11 

Babu Tarak Dae Mukherji, Naib Naair 

35 — 80 

71 

13. 

Babu Khagendra Nath Mukherji, Assistant Comparing Clerk 

35 — 80 

65 

14. 

Babu Sureeh Chandra Ghosh, Clerk 

36—80 

56 

15. 

Babu Nrisingha Prosed Muhuri, Clerk 

35—80 

66 

16. 

Babu Aboni Nath Biswas, Clerk 

35—80 

64 

17. 

Babu Devendrs Nath Kay, Clerk 

35—80 

64 

18. 

Babu Promatha Nath Bhattacherji, Nazir's Clerk 

35—80 

58 

19. 

Babu Nirmal Chandra 8arkar, Clerk 

35—80 * 

48 

20. 

Babu Sanat Kumar Gupta, Clerk 

35—80 

46 

21. 

Babu Prokash Chandra Bose, Clerk 

35—80 

48 

22. 

Babu Amalendu Bakshi, Clerk 

35—80 

48 

23. 

Babu Promathe Chatterji, Clerk 

35—80 

48 

24. 

Babu Anukul Chandra Karmakar, Assistant Comparing Clerk 

35—80 

44 

26. 

Babu Benoy Bhusan Gupta, Reserve Clerk 

35-80 

35 

26. 

27. 

Babu Nihar Kumar Ray, Reserve Clerk 

Babu Bhola Nath Banerji, Temporary Additional Compar- 

35—80 

35 


ing Clerk 

Subordinate J udge'e Court. 

35 

35 

1. 

Babu Nritya Gopal Bhowmik, Sarishtadar 

80—140 

104 

2. 

Babu Surja Kanta Muhuri, Peshkar, now on deputation to 
act as Sarishtadar, Munsifs Second Court, 8adar. Munshi 
Ehtesham Hussein aoting in his place. 

35-80 

SO 

3. 

Babu Krishna Chandra Semak ar, Clerk 

35—80 

80 

4. 

Babu Mathura Nath Chakravartty, Clerk 

35—80 

74 

5. 

Munshi Ehtesham Hussein now aoting as Peshkar. Munshi 
Moaahar All aoting in his place. 

(6) Two only are Muhammadans. 

( 0 ) Names and designation. 

35-80 

1 

66 

1. 

Moulvi S. M. A'tharuddin, Head Clerk and Translator 


155 

2. 

Munshi Flitnsftsm Hussein, Clerk, Sub-Judge's Court, now 
aoting as Pe hkar 


66 


Liet 0 / rtmunmUod ty puU in thi$ Court. 
I. Babu Ashutosh Ganguly. 

S. Babu Panchanan Mukherji. 

3. Babu Jatindra Nath Bakahi. 

4. Babu NaUnt Kanta Chatter) i. 

I. Babu Kumar Nath 8aayaL 

->* 6. Babu Karnini Kumar Mailik. 

7. Babu Satyaadra Nath Lahiri. 

8. Babu Prsluila Kumar Sarkar. 

K Baba Alrtboy Komar Bsswoa. 

Tbara it no salaried typist in thia aoort. 
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•XI. Mr. M. DAUDl (e) Will the Hon'ble the Member in charge 
of the Marine Department be pleaeed to lay on the table a statement 
showing the name*, designations and pay of the office rt and clerk# 
at present working in the Shipping Office, Calcutta? 

(6) Will the Hon’bl* the Member be pleaeed to «tate also the name# 
with designation and pay of those who are Muhammadans? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*W* 
Mr. 4 . Donald): (a) The Shipping Master and the Assistant Shipping 
Master draw the following rates of pay: — 

Shipping* Master — Captain H. F. Darvell, Rs, 1,260 — 60- *4,600 
(present pay Its. 1,260) plus overtime fees and motor car 
allowance of Its. 100 if a two-seater or Ks. 160 if a four- 
seater car is maintained. 

Assistant Shipping Master— Mr. E. Whayman, Rs. 750 — 26—1,000 
(present pay Rs. 860) plus overtime fees on Sundays and 
. holidays plus Its. 30 per mensem conveyance allowance and 
also Calcutta House Allowance. 

The details as to names, resignation and pay of the clerks are not 
considered to be of sufficient public interest to justify the time and 
trouble that would be involved in their compilation. 

(6) There is one Muhammadan Typist, M. Salimuddin, on a pay 
of Rs. 45~ 4-70. 


Offioar-in-ehorga of Stamm's Rooruitmont Bureau. 

•XIB Mr. M. DAUDl (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of Marine be pleased to state what action, if any, 
has been taken by the Gov#nment to enforce the recommendations of * 
the Seamen’s Recruitment Committee? 

(b) 'Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
Advisory Committees are to be constituted along with the establishment 
of the Seamen's Recruitment Bureau? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
poet of the Offioer-in-charge of the Seamen's Recruitment Bureau wae» 
advertised or not? 

(d) If the answer to (cV is in the negative, will the Hon'ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons ? 

(e) Will Die Hon'ble the Member be pleaeed to state at whose recom- 
mendation Captain H. F. Darrell has been appointed as the 0ffi©er-iu- 
charge of the Seamen's Recruitment Bureau? 
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(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whetaor 
Captain Darrell's appointment is a temporary or a permanent one? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether he 
lias experience of the^ Seamen’s Recruitment System on the lines of 
ihe Genoa recommendations? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Indian Seamen's 
Union recommended Mr. George Gunning, Secretary, National Maritime 
Board, Swansea Branch, England, for the post of the Officer-in-charge 
of the Seamen's Recruitment Bureau P 

(t) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why he 
was not appointed? 

(;) Are the Government considering the desirability of advertising 
ihe post of the Officer-in-charge of the Seamen’s Recruitment Bureau, 
for inviting application from experienced officers having experience of 
the Seamen’s Recruitment System in England on the lines of the Genoa 
Conference’s recommendations? 

The HOfl’blf Mr. J, DONALD: (a) An officer of the Mercantile 
Marine has been appointed to be Shipping Master and Officer-in-charge 
of the Recruitment Bureau. 

(b) At the present stage it is impossible to say whether Advisory 
Committees will lie constituted or not. ‘ 

(c) No; it was not advertised. 

(d) Government did not consider that this was a case in which 
recourse should be had to advertisement. 

(r) Government are not prepared to give this information. 

(/) Temjorary, in the first instance. 

(//) Captain Darvell has had wide experience of recruitment of all 

kinds. 

(h) Yes. # 

(i) Government are not prepared to state the reasons for their selec- 
tion of any officer in preference to another. 

(;) This does not arise. 


Seamen's Recruitment Bureau. 

•XIII. Mr. M. DAUD: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of Marine be pleased to state the number of assistants 
that will be necessary for the maintenance of the Seamen’s Recruit- 
ment Bureau? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of filling up the 
posts of the assistants by Muhammadan candidates? 



QUESTIONS. 


4 * 


18 ft] 


Yfc# Hen’ble Mr. J. DONALD! (a) Government are not in a por- 
tion at present to state the exact number of assistants that will be 
required for the maintenance of the Bureau. 

( b ) The question does not arise at present. 

Proportion of Muhammadana in Nadia Ooflootorato. 

•XIV. Mr. M. DAUD: (a) Will the Ifon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a complete 
list of peshkars, n&xirs, clerks, atnlas and typists with their names and 
pay, working at pretent in the Nadia Oolleetorate P 

(b) How many of them are Muhammadan*? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the names, 
with designation and pay, of the Muhammadan employees? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of filling oue- 
third of all posts bv Muhammadans by ap|H>inting in future Muham- 
madan candidates for new posts, as apprentices, and by filling up 
vacancies by Muhammadan candidates in the Nadia Police Ionite ? 

Tho Hon’blo Maharaja KSHAUNliH CHANDRA RAY Bahadurs 

(a), (b) -and (r) Government are not prepared to state the names, 
designation and pay of nil ministerial officers in the offices under the 
Magistrate* and Collector of Nadia. There are 101 officers of whom 
23 are Muhammadan; all of tlfese are at present in the Lower Division 
and draw pay varying 1m* tween Its. 35 and Its. 74 a month. 

(d) Under rule 55 of the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules, HUH, the 
proportion of ministerial appointments to be held by Muhammadans 
has been fixed at one-third for all parts of the Presidency except the 
Burdwan Division and Darjeeling; the filling of vacancies in the Nadia 
Col lector ate is governed by this rule, which is being followed. 

Visitors of persons detuned under Regulation and Ordinance. 

•XV. Bahu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) lx* pleased to 
state whether it is promised to authorise the Members of the Legisla- 
tive Council and other non-official visitors of jails to visit and report 
about political prisoners every month in their respective districts, and 
will the Government circulate copies of such reports among all the 
Members of the Bengal Legislative Council? 

MEMBER in eharge ef DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’bfe Sir Hugh Stephenson): Government do not propose to 
authorise such visits. Special visitors have been appointed for those 
persons who are detained under Regulation III of 1818 and Ordinance I 
»f 1924. 

Bafcu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Are Government prepared to give 
the names and designations to the Council of these special visitors f 
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Th* Hen’bto Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Special viaitow lav* 
been appointed for each jail. I should be delighted to give the member 
the names, if he applies personally, but Government do not propose to 
publish them., „ 

L 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Is there any member of this Council 
amongst those special visitors? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I cannot say off-hand. 
Dankuni Canal. 

•XVI. Babti BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) what amount was realized from the owners of land t as the 
capitalized value of repair expenses in respect of the Dankuni 
Canal in the Hooghly District; 

(it) how the amount was invested ; and 

(tit) what amounts were expended during each of the last ten years 
for the repair of the said canal ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Dankuni Canal needs 
a thorough overhauling? 

Th# Hon’W# Maharaja KSHAUNISU CHANDRA RAY Bahadurs 

(a) (i) Its. 65,249. 

(it) The amount was credited to Government to be utilised for the 
purpose of maintaining the canal. 

(in) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) A thorough silt clearance of the canal is necessary and it is 
proposed to take the work up shortly. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (iii) of starred question * 
No* XV showing the expenditure on Dankuni Drainage Works 
for the lad years. 


Y ear. 

Amount. 


R*. 

1914-15 

... 1,246 

1915-16 

... 6,816 

1916-17 

... 4,414 

1917-18 

... 1,744 

1918-19 

... 1,668 

1919-20 

... 6,392 

1930-21 

... 3,896 

1921-22 

... 1,189 

1922-23 

... 622 

1923-24 

... 2,984 
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. BMW BORODA PROiAD 01 Y I With regard to <n) <*»), bow i« 
tike money invested? I* it lying idle with the Government or inverted 
to produce some interest? 


The Hoft’fele M aharaja KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

It is in the Government revenue. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Oonneit. 

•XVII. Batou BORODA PROtAD 01 Y: (a) Will the Rou ble the 

Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state 
the reason for the delay in printing the Proceedings of the Legislative 
Council and supplying them to the members of the Bengal Legislative 
Council ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
arrangement# can be made for the printing of the Proceedings and 
their circulation to members within two or three days from each day's 
meeting? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of selling these 
Proceedings at their cost price to the public by placing them at all 
railway book -stalls and such other public places? 

MEMBER in ohargv of, LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hott'ble Sir Abd*4ir-Rahim): (a) The delay in the printing of Council 
Proceedings was due to various causes, of which the main causes are 
the time taken by members to return the proofs of their speeches after 
correction and by the Secretariat Press with their present equipment 
in supplying proofs and printed copies of the Proceedings. 

(b) No; but special efforts have been made for some time past to 
issue the Council Proceedings with as little delay as possible. 

(c) Government do not desire to make any profit on the sale of 
Proceedings. It rests with the owners of the railway book-stalls to 
stock ’these Proceedings if there is any prospect of their sale to the 
public. 


District Judges. 

•XVIII. BMW BORODA PROiAD DKYl (a) Will the Honlile 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
how many members of the Indian Civil Service of less than ten years* 
standing are at present employed as District and Additional District 
Judges? 

(b) Does the Judicial Department of Government keep any informa- 
tion or note as to how these officers discharge their judicial duties 
involving the hearing of complicated appeals, even from the decisions 
of experienced Subordinate Judges? 
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The Hon’bleSir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (a) Six. 

(b) No. It is the High Court which appraises the value of the woA 
of District Judges. 

Babu BORODA ^ROSAD OEYs Will the Gbverament ask the 
Hiffh Court to send any notes they have got with regard to these officer^ 
for presentation to this Council ? 

The Hon’bleSir ABD-UR-RAHIMs I want notice of that question. 

Dafadars and Chaukidars of Union Boards. 

♦XIX. Babu TARAKNATH MUKER4EA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Police be pleased to state 
what steps have been taken to contribute towards the salaries and 
equipments of the dafadars and chaukidars of Union Boards as 
provided under Section 37 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919 (Bengal Act V of 1919) ? 

(b) Is it a fact Jjiai almost all the money realised by moft of the 
Union Boards is spent to meet the salaries and equipments of dafadars 
and chaukidars? 

Tho Hon’bleSir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: (a) Attention is invited to 
the answer given by my predecessor to a similar question at a meeting 
of the Council on the 29th of August, 192k , a copy of which is appended. 
The policy of Government as stated in that answer remains unchanged. 

(b) So much of the Union Board rate as is raised under Section *‘17 (a) 
of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, is necessarily spent 
on the salaries and equipment of dufadars and chaukidars (in addition 
to the saluries of the establishment of the Union Board). Expenditure 
on other objects by Union Boards is not, however, inconsiderable, 
amounting, as it did, to Its. 6,57,580 in the year 1923-24 as against 
Hs, 15,13,797 spent on* establishment including dafadars and chauki- * 
dars in the same year. These funds for other expenditure are derived 
partly from the rate levied under Section 37 (b) of the Act and partly 
from pounds and ferries, contributions from District Boards and private 
individuals, miscellaneous receipts, etc. The amount of the rate levied 
under Section 37 (b) of the Act depends on the willingness of the Union 
Board to incur exj>emliture on other objects besides the chaukidars. 


Reply given by the Htm'blc (note Hu Excellency) Sir Henry Wheeler 
to unstarred question Vo. 6' put by Xawabzada K. M. Afzal , Khan 
Bahadur, on the 29th August , 1921 , referred to in the reply to 
clause (a) of started question No. XIX. 

41 The member is referred to the discussion on the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Bill, 1919, at pages 750—752 and 803—806 of the 
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Bengal Legislative Council Proceedings, Volume LI, 1919* It was nol 
centero plated by Section 37 (a) of tbe Act that Government should ha 
under an obligation to contribute towards the cost of dafadars and 
chaukidars. The principle that Government should contribute generally 
was not accepted. *fhe reference in the sectioneto ‘ the contribution r 
if any, made by the local Government * was inserted in view of the 
practice in force in one district under which, as an experimental measure,. 
Government has contributed to the pay of dafadars.” 


Dankuni Canal. 

•XX. Baton TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Ilon’blw 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation l>e pleased to 
state wh*at steps an* in contemplation of the Government to w-excavato 
the Dankuni Khal (from Haidyabati to Hnllyt in the District of 
Hooghly? 

(h) Is the Hon’hle the Member aware that the khal has practically 
silted up and that crops are much damaged ever year for want of 
pro|>er flyw of water? 

(c) Is it a fact that a large sum of money was realised from tin* 
semimlar* of those places for the future maintenance of the khal? 

(t/) If so, will the lion 'hie the Member Ik* pleased to state how that 
money has Iwen utilised? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur* 

(o) The question of silt clearing the Dankuni Khal from Haidyabati 
to Hally is under consideration and the work will shortly la* taken up. 

(b) The khal has silted to some extent. No compluints have bean 
received of damage to crops. 

(c) The sum realised from the xemindar* for maintenance of tin* 
Dankuni works was Us. 05,249. 

(ii) The amount was credited to Government urn) is utilised for tho 
purpose of maintaining these works. 


Travailing charges of Hon'Mo Ministers* 

% 

•XXI. Bobu TARAKNATH MUKCRtfBAs Will the Hon’ble th* 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state* 
how much money was drawn by each Hon’ble Minister from January 
to August, 1924, as travelling and other allowances? 

MCMBBR in efcargo of DIPAffTMfiNT of FINANCE (tfio Hon'Wo 
Mf« J» OoiwMQt The Statement below shows the amount inenmd s» 
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travelling charges on account of the tours of the Hon’ble Ministers 
from January to August, 1924; — * 

Re. a. p. 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of Medical and Edufifttion ' 

Departments ... 4,609 1 O’ 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works, Local 
Self-Government and Agricultural and Indus- 
tries Departments ... 899 11 6 


Officiating munsifs. 

•XXII. Maulvi ABDUL QUADSR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state— 

(i) the number of officiating munsifs who have put in more than 
four years of actual service; 

(it) whether it is a fact that these munsifs are still liable to be 
thrown out of employment during Puja vacations and also 
on other occasions; 

(iii) the reasons as to why these officiating munsifs have not yet 

been confirmed ; and 

(in) whether it is a fact that the new scheme of time-scale pay was 
introduced with effect from December, 1919 ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( iv ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
4he Member be pleased to state why these officiating munsifs have not 
got the benefit of the time-scale? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state— 

(t) the time when the Government are going to introduce the 
Probationary Scheme in respect of the Provincial Judicial 4 
Service ; and 

(tt) the reasons why this scheme has not been introduced so longP 

The Hon’ble Mr ABD-UR-RAHIM: («)(*) Fourteen. 

(it) Yes. 

(ttt) For want of permanent vacancies. 

(iv) Yes. 

(6) The benefit of the time-scale of pay is not applicable to officiating 
Appointments^ > 

(c) (0 No accurate forecast can be made. 

(n) The question is awaiting settlement of the question of the rate# 
f«r future entrants to the Behgml Civil Service (Judicial) which v 
is under consideration. ‘ 
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XXIII. B*u 9ATYA KI9H0RE BANERJESl (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Membeiein charge of the Department of Finance aware that 
a committee was appointed by t^e Government of India a few year* 
ago to conaider the grievances of the holders of 3 per cent, and 3} 
per cent. Government Securities P 

(b) Did the committee or the Government of India approach the 
Government of Bengal for its opinion in this matter? 

(r) If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative, what was the reply of 
the Government of Bengal? 

Tim, HOfi'We Mr, J, DONALD: (a), (6) and (c) This Government 
have nd information and have not been consulted in the matter. 

Transfer af Mr. Abdul Mumiit, District Magistrate, Nadia. 

•XXIV. Mr. M. DAUD: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department lx* pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Hon' hie the Muharaja Bahadur of Nadia and the 
Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald were approached by any one for the transfer of 
Mr. Abdul Mumin, District Magistrate, Nadia? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the 
names of the jx*mons who approached each of them? 

(c) Is it a fact that the persons who approached the Hon’ble 
Members urged the transfer of Mr. Abdul Mumin on the ground of 
his having pro-Muhammadan views? 

(d) Is the Ilou'hle the Memlier aware that the feelings <#f the 
Muhammadan community may be wounded if a Muhammadan officer 
is transferred on the ground of his having pro- Muhammadan views P 

(e) Was any action being taken or con torn plated by the Government 
for the transfer of Mr. Abdul Mumin from the District of Nadia for 
his pro-Muhammadan views? 

MEMBER in charge af APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Man’Me Elf Hugh (a) When I was absent on leave repre- 

sentations were made to the Hon'ble Mr. Donald who was then in charge 
of the Appointment Department. Any representation# that may have 
been made to the Hon’ble the Maharaja Bahadur could only have been 
made to him in his private capacity and are therefore outside the con- 
cern of my department. 

(b) I am not prepared to state the names. 

(c) file representations were to the effect that he wae showing 
undue partiality. 

a 
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(d) and (e) Government do not transfer their officers on private 
representations unless a strong case is substantiated. Government 
look only to the work of their officers and the public interests in 
making transfers. Before these representations & were made it was 
decided that Mr. Muftrin should officiate as Director of Land Records 
in April, 1925, and that decision still stands. 

Use of electric fane in Court rooms* 

•XXV. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that 
the date for the commencement of the use of electric fans is — 

(i) the fifteenth day of March in the Court rooms of Indian judicial 

officers both executive and civil, and 

(ii) the* first day of the same month in the Court rooms of European 

officers? 

(/>) Is it not a fact that a similar distinction is observed at the time 
of final stoppage of fans on the eve of the cold weather, n: M the fans 
for Indian officers are stopped a fortnight earlier than those for 
European officers? 

(r) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state' tbe reasons for the differential 
treatment P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to establish uniformity in these arrangements? 

The Hobble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (») and (ii) and (b) No. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

Bengal Quarterly Civil List. i 

•XXVI. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of ffc'g (Appointment Department be pleased to slate the cost 
incurred in publishing the Quarterly Civil List for Bengal? 

(b) Is it necessary to publish the said list every quarter? 

(c) Could not the cost be reduced by having the list published twice 
a year? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) The net cost is approxi- 
mately Rs. 3,250 per issue. 

(b) and (cV The experiment of a half-year publication has been 
tried on the grounds of economy but was found to be a. failure.- The 
usefulness of the publication was impaired and the saving in coat was 
negligible owing to the large number of corrections necessitating the 
resetting of the standing type. 
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XXVII. Mr. S. N. HALOARr Will the Hon'bl* (be Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleased to ftate — 

(i) under what circ umstances and in what connection searches 
were made by tha police on the 26th of June hurt in the 
houses of Babun Monoranjan B&nerjee, Pleader, Narendra 
Mohan Sen and Pratul Chandra Ganguly at Dacca ; 

(«) under what authority, issued by what particular officer, were 
the searches made; 

(tit) the name and rank of each police officer who conducted the 
search in each of the houses ; 

(irj on whose application or information the search warrants, if 
any, were granted ; and 
(r) what were the results of the searches? 

The Hobble Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS (i) The searches were 
made on warrants issued by the District Magistrate, Dacca, under sec- 
tion 9S, Criminal Procedure Code. 

Vender search warrants issued by the District Magistrate, Dacca. 

(m) The house of Babu Jiaren Sen by Mr. Grassby, Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, and the houses of Babus Pratul Ganguly and 
Moimran, jun Batter jee by Mr. Hansen, Additional Superintendent of 
Police, Dacca. 

Dr) Mr. Hansen, Additional Sii|K*rintendent of Police. 

(rt Nothing suspicious was discovered. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA. Would the Hon'hle Member state who 
gave the*fa< t.H on which the application of Mr. Hansen was based for 
these search warrants in the execution of which nothiug suspicious was 
found 9 

T«* HwVMi Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; I require notice of this 
question. 


How. Mrck of Mu Narondra Mohan tan and Polio, antry into 
tk. hotnt of Batov Kimja Ul Dm at Omm. 

•XXVIII. Mr. s. N. HALDAR: Will the Ifon'Me the Member in 
cfa.r((e of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it ie not 
a fact that — 

(«) one European officer, with a subordinate officer, entered the 
aenMin .in the house of Babu Kunja Lai Due, the brother of 
fiat Pyari led Does Bahadur, W.L.C., at Dacca without any 

warning; 
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(it) the ladies of the house took fright and cried out; ** , m 

(Hi) the house of the said Babu Kunja Lai Das was searched on that 
day without any warrant; and 

(tv) a similar operation was gone through in respect of the search 
in the house of Babu Narendra Mohan Sen ? 


The Hon’bie Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (t) The house was entered 
with the permission of the owner thereof. The actual room in which 
the ladies of the house had congregated was, however, only entered by 
the Inspector (a high caste Brahmin) in company with Babu Kunia 
Lai Das. 

(ii) No. 

(rii) No house search was made; with the consent of the occupier 
the house was entered in order to ascertain whether a person who had 
just escaped from the house next door was concealing himself therein. 

(ic) No. The house of Babu Narendra Mohan Sen was formally 
searched under a warrant issued by the District Magistrate, Dacca. 


Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; Does the Government 

consider that the private apartments of a private gentleman can be 
entered by a high caste Brahmin? 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’bls Sir Evan Cotton): That question 
does not arise. 


Allegations on the oonchiot of house searches at Daooa on 
26th dune, 1924. 

XXIX. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (<t) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state — 

(r) whether any iuquirv has been made into the allegations made 
by Babu Monoraujan Banerjee to the District Magistrate 
and the District Superintendent of Police, Dacca, regarding 
the conduct of the house searches made at Dacca on the 
26th June last; 

(ri) what action has been taken on the complaint of Monoranjam 
Baku; and 

(»ii) what were the results of the action taken? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying on the 
table the results bf the inquiry, if any, made by the District Magis- 
trate or the District Superintendent of Police? 

(<?) If no inquiry* has been made by the abotementioned officers, 
will the Hqn’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 
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.;«► UMlrtl Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: («) <«) A* inquiry was 
Sttttife on the spot 'by the Additional Superintendent of Police, Dacca* 
to whom the complaint was made. 

(u) and (iff) Nc^ action was taken aa, the complaint wan not 
. substantiated. • 

(b) No inquiry was made by the District Magistrate or District 
Superintendent of Police. 

(c) In yiew of the inquiry held by the Additional Superintendent 
of Police no further inquiry was considered necessary. 

Mr. t. N. HALDAR: May I know from the Hon’ble Member whether 
any complaint was received by the District Magistrate from Monoranjan 
Babuf 

Th4 Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Not that I know of. 

Mr. i. N. HALDAR: Did the Additional Superintendent of Police 
submit any written report of the so-called inquiry made? 

The HoiPblt Air HUGH STEPHENSON: I am afraid I cannot 
answer .off -hand ; I don’t remember. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which wort laid on the tafclo)* 

Allegations of polios oppression of Nsrikafboria. 

3. Dr. M0HIN1 MOHON DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in ( barge of the Police Department la? pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that a sub-deputy collector was deputed to investigate into certain alleged 
police oppression iu Narikalbaria in Oopolganj subdivision of Faridpur 
district Vhen armed police was stationed there in May last? 

(4) Is it a fact that the said officer reported that there had been 
police {oppression at that time? 

(r) Is it a fact that the said officer in his report stated that damage 
had been done to the paddy barn in the bouse of Srinath Banik of 
Narikalbaria? 

(d) If so, what is the nuture of the damage done to the barn and 
by whom? 

(e) Will’ the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table A 
copy of fhe report of the said sub-deputy wdlector? 

Tfct Htn’Mt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Tea. 

(6) No. The officer who inquired reported that the allegations 
against the police were false. 

<e) No. 
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(d) Does not arise. 

(e) The report forms part of the judicial proceedings and Govern* 

ment do not propose to* lay it on the table of the Opithcl. 

> » 

* Madaripur Bit route. 

4. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that crops on both sides of Madaripur-Haridaspur Bil ’ 
route have been destroyed this year? 

(b) If so, what is the cause? 

(c) Is it a fact that destruction of crops was due to the bund on 
the south-east side of. the canal? 

(d) How many culverts are there in the bund? 

(e) Are those culverts sufficient for passage of water? 

(/) Is it a fact that the culverts are partly closed by wooden slides 
for stoppage of water? 

(g) Is it a fact that rush of water becomes greater on account of 
these slides? 

(h) Is it a fart that a large number of boats is destroyed in those 
culverts duo to such rush of water? 

(t) What is the number of bouts destroyed in the year 1922 and 1923? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur: 

(a) Yes, the crops on small areas on both sides of the Madaripur Bil 
route were destroyed in 1924. 

(h) The cause is due to extraordinary floods emanating from the 
Ganges in July, August and September which exceeded the previous 
Recorded maximum by one inch. 

(c) No. 

(d) There are altogether 13 sluices in the embankment. 

(e) These sluices are sufficient for the passage df water in normal 
times. 

(/) The regulation of the sluices is cai¥ied out by wooden boards. 

(g) No. 

(h) No. 

(0 Nil. 

Alleged inoonvenienee a I ttaamar p am ongon at Madaripur. 

8» Or. MOHINI MOHON DAB: (<*) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
.in chaige of the Marine Department aware that a large number of 
passengers pass through Madaripur steamer station at night? 
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(b) is it a fact that the station is not properly lighted? 

• (f) II the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative will the Hon’hle 
the Member be pleased to move the proper authority to make any 
arrangement for pun|h light or any other light for the better lighting 
of the station ? * • 

(d) Is it a fact that the receiving vessel at the station is too small ? 

(c) Is it a fact that two big two-storied flats named 44 Dumka ” and 
41 Artsbell " are stationed at Charmuguna? » 

(/) Will the Hon'ble the Member tie pleased to state whether either 
of those flats can be conveniently kept at Madaripur as receiving 


vessel ? 

(ff) If the answer to (/) is in the negative is the II on* hie the 
Member considering (he desirability of inviting the Joint Steamer 
Comjmnie* to arrange for the convenience of the passengers at Madari- 
pur? 


The Hon* We Mr. 4. DONALD: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have been informed that the lighting is insufficient, 
fc) The attention (if the Steamer Company will l»e drawn to the 
matter. 

(d) No. 

(<•) Yes. 

(f) No. 

(ff) The desirability of replacing the open pontoon at the steamer 
station by a covered one will U» brought to the notice of the Steamer 
Company. 


Notices under section 290, I. P. C. r on a number of persons 
in Copalgtn). 

0. Dr. MOHINt M0H0N DAS: (a) Will the Hon’hle the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that notices under section 2fK) of Indian PenUl Ccsle were served 
on a large number of persons in Gopalganj subdvision in the district 
of Faridpnr? 

(b) How many of those persons were convicted and how many qf 
them were discharged? 

(e) What is the nature and amount of punishment given to those 
whc« wore convicted? 

id) Is it a fact that a Urge number of these men were discharged 
on payment of contribution towards the reception fund organised in 
connection with His Excellency the Governor of Bengal’s visit? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased io state the number of 
persons who were so discharged? 

Tbt Hon’ble Ut AftD-UR*RAHIM: (a) Yea. 

(b) Hone of them were prosecuted. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


R e a d Bm oeltotad in Faridpiir. 

7. Dr. MOHINi # MOHON DAS: WiU the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state — 

(t) the amount of ./oad-c&s collected in the year 1921 to 1924 in 
the district of Faridpur; and 

(it) the amount of the same spent in each of the subdivisions of 
the district? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K9HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadurs 

(*) The amount of road-cess collected in three years was as follows: — 

1921- 22 — Rs. 1,16,870. 

1922- 23 — Rs. 1,08,395. 

1923- 24 — Rs. 1,17,754. 

(ii) The information is not available as separate accounts are not 
kept for each subdivision. 

Town police stations, Daces. 

8. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department awaVe that there were three town 
police stations in the town of Dacca ? 

(h) Is it a fact that one of them has been abolished? 

(<?) Is it a fact that the Police Station which has been abolished 
was located in that part of the town where the number of offences com- 
mitted was usually greatest? 

(d) Is it a fact that crime in the town has increased as a conse- 
quence of that abolition? 

(e) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that people are now e^perienc- * 
ing difficulties in lodging information of crime as the remaining police 
stations are located at the two ends of the town? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
any one of the present police stations to the centre of the town where 
a police station existed before? 

ThO Hop’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS ( a ), (b) and (c) Yes. 

(d) Crime in the town increased slightly last year but this cannot 
be attributed to the abolition of Kotwali police station. 

(e) A sub-inspector is daily deputed from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and again 
from 4 r.M. to 8 Jf.M. from Sutrapur police station to Baburbasar section 
house, which is situated in the heart of tlq» town, to record first in- 
formation reports. Moreover, the police stations are connected with 
all section houses in the town by telephone and them should not be 
any difficulty in reporting cases. 



QUESTIONS. 


n 



if) This measure has effected a saving of over Ra. 1,700 per annum, 
slain most of these cases such savings can only be secured by a slight 
curtailment of facilities previously existing for the local public, but 
the disadvantage in this case is so slight that Government see no reason 
to go back on this Atrenchment. 


Honorary Magistrate of Copolgait] (Farklpur), 

0. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state how many 
Honorary Magistrates arc there in the Gopalganj Subdivision? 

(b) What are the names of the present Magistrates? 

(c) How many days each of the Honorary Magistrates of Gopalganj 
Subdivision worked on the Bench iti 192J1? 

{<{) How many cases each of them disposed of in 1923 and 1924 up 
to March? 

(e) What is the amount of the travelling and halting allowances 
drawn by each of them in 1923 and 1924 up to March ? 

Tito Hon’bloSir ABD*UR«RAHIM: A statement is laid on the table. 
♦ 


Statement referred to in the reply to t initarred (juration \o. 9. 
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Bnbu Chandra Bilaah 
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50 

45 

11 
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i 
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Maulvi Abdul Haaib 
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24 

10 
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j 




S 


JFJ -tlW *1* 
do ms rtt. Xml 4 



Xo. 1 

u»m. 


«tu •teftr- Mm. nm 4 







m 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 18 th Wm. 


Copyists and typists of courts. 

1C. Mauivi ABDUL CAFUR: (a) Will the Hon’bte the Member 
ip charge of the Judicial Department be pleased t<^ state whether it is 
a fact that the Hon 'blithe High Court and the Government of Bengal, 
issued General Letter'No. 8, 'dated the 23rd June, 1921, with a view 
to increase the remuneration of the typists and copyists of Civil, Criminal 
and Revenue Courts, etc., in Bengal? 

(A) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the post of a typist in~ 
the District Judge’s Court at Pabna fell vacant at the dismissal of 
Babu Jogeswar Chakraverty and that post has been filled up by appoint- 
ing a map named Kotiswar Pal and that new man named Surendra 
Nath Chakraverty and Birendra Nath Das Gupta have been appointed 
itopyists, respectively, at Sirajganj and at Bogra? 

(c) If so, do the Government intend to give effect to the said 
General letter ? \ 

ThO Hon’bls Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The General letter 
No. 8, dated the 23rd June, 1921, was issued by the High Court, 
Calcutta. 

(b) Yes. 

. (c) Yes. The new appointments were t made for the purpose of 
strengthening the existing staff whose standard of efficiency in the 
opiniotrsbf the District Judge, Palma and Bogra, was low. 


Boyar nala oanaf in Bonavpur (24-Parganas). 

11. ' Babu HEM CHANDRA MASKER: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in churge of the Dejwrtment of Irrigation aware that a 
number of pins has been affixed in various places in mmtzas Geotolla 
and Kheudah by the side of the canal Bovernala under police station 
Sonarpur, 24-Parganas ? 

(b) Is it n fact that a new canal is being cut through those areas? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(0 the reasons for opening this canal ; 

(it) the places through which the canal will run; and 
(Hi) the width of the new canal? 

Tht Htn’bto Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadurs 

(•) The pins preferred to appear to have been fixed by the surveyors 
of the Calcutta Corporation during the course of a survey of the Bidya- 
dhari river. 

( b ) No. 

(c) The questions do not arise. 
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MilMga andtaily tUtmtnm drawn by Mamban af Bangal 
Legislative Counoil. 

12. Babu HEM OHANDRA NABKER: Will the Hon’ ble the 
Member in charge ol hhe Legislative Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(t) the amount of travelling expense* drawn by each member of 
the present Bengal Legislative Council ; 

(tt) the amount of residential allowances drawn by each member; 
and 

(m) the headquarters from which the travelling expenses hare. been 
charged ? 

Tfli *Hon 9 ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHJM: A statement is laid on the 
table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to w nstarred question .Vo. 12 showing 
the ammtnt of mileage and daily allowances drawn hy each member 
of the present Bengal Legislative Council from January to December, 
1024 , and the place of residence from which such mileage allowances 
have been drawn. 


Name* of mnnbora. 


Ah am ltd, Maulvi Ammuddin 
Ahmed, Maulvi Tayebuddin 
AU, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan 
Ali, Mr. Altai 

Bagchi, Babu Rome* Chandra . . 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, B.L. 

Banerjar, Babu Satya Kiahore 
Banna, Kai Sahib Panchanan, M.B.R. 
Ohakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudanuui . . 

Chatterj ee, Babu Uroee Chandra 
Ohaudhuri, Maulvi 8aived Abdur Rob 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq 
Ohoinuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. 
Cfcowdhury, Maulvi Faxlal Karim 
Oorooran, Mr. B. J. 

Do, Dr. Mohini Mahon 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra 

Dey, Babu Boroda Proead 

Dow, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, M.B.E. 

Faroqui. Khan Bahadur. K.O.M. 

Oafur, Maulvi Abdul, B.L. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kaxi Zahirul 

Haq, Shah Svud Bmdadul 

Hoqoe, Maulvi Saredid 

Hwuia, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muabarraf 


Amount of 
mllrugc 
Allowance 
dr »wa. 

Amount of 
daily allow* 
Alice drawn 
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ChMtgtui. 
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A. 

j 

r. 
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701 

5 

0 

430 

(’hand pur/ 

470 

14 

0 

740 

Mymmaingh. 

30.1 

8 

0 

340 

Bagei hat. 

091 

9 

0 

250 , 

Bogra, 

552 

13 

0 

430 

Kawahganj. 

69! 

4 

0 

100 

Dina j pur. 

45 

0 

0 


ChanrJcmagar. 

7)4 

6 

0 

too 

Kangpur. 

705 

4 

0 

310 

Bara bandar. 

606 

14 

0 

370 

Ohoramara. 

49 

10 

0 

410 

Viahnupur. 

479 

105 

0 

10 

0 

0 

4*0 

710 

Oopalpttr. 

K at tali. 

461 

12 

0 

410 

Nature. 

647 

14 

0 

450 

Ulania. 

565 

4 

0 

40 

Chittagong. 

7*2 

9 

0 

! 420 

Dacca. 

541 

6 

0 

350 

Comilla. 

269 

I 

0 

.... 

Sarampore. 

719 14 

0 

*60 

Dacca. 

496 

4 

0 

330 

Comilla. 

375 12 

0 

410 

Pabtta. 

7*6 

6 

0 

430 

Dacca. 

429 

11 

0 

350 

Bhankahar. 

948 

7 

0 

430 

Batya. 

464 

2 

0 

400 

Jalpaiguri. 
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of memb «*. 


Huq, Maulvi Ekramul 
Joardar, Maulvi Aftab Hoaaain 
Khan, Babu Debend ra Lai 
Khan, Maulvi Abdur Raachid . . 

Khan, Maulvi Aroanat, B.A. . . 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin 
Lai Mahammed, Haji 
Mahammad, Maulvi Ba^ar 
Moity, Babu Mahendra Nath . . 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath 
Mitra, Babu Satyendra Chandra 
Kandy, Maharai Kumar Sris Chandra 
Nadmuddtn, Khaje, M.A. (Cantab.) 

Noogi, Babu Manmohon 

Pah Iowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbfr 

Qunder, Maulvi Abdul 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Baikal, Mr. Prananna Deb 
Ray, Babu Abinaah Chandra . . 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran 
Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan 
Itay, Kurnar Shib Shekhareawar 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Babu Batoowripati 
Roy. Mr. 8. N. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Bingh, C.I.K. 

Roy ChAudhuri, Babu Bailaja Nath 
Roy Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Roy Chaudhury, Babu Brajendra Kiahore. . 
Halam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdua 
Barkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar 
Barkar, Maulvi Allah Bukhah 
Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin 
Traveta. Mr. W. L., C.I.K., O.B.E. 

Yaain, Maulvi Muhammad 


R«. A. T. 

( R«. 


211 7 0 

740 

Gorabastr. 

153 8 0 

730 

Chuadaaga. 

80 0 0 

280 

Midnapore. 

493 13 0 

740 

Noakhali. 

800 8 0 

310 

Pathantooly. 

731 11 0 

370 

Fearapur. 

621 0 0 

420 

Rajshahi. 

791 15 0 

400 

Nawabganj. 

99 14 0 

370 

Taraluk. 

176 13 0 

250 

JsMore. 

433 8 0 

740 

Noakhali. 

357 14 0 

350 

Cooumbacar. 

727 3 0 

230 

Dacca. 

351 12 0 

640 

Myrnenaingh. 

592 12 0 

320 

ChinSduli. 

46 6 0 

740 

Jeaaore. 

707 3 0 

190 

Dacca. 

392 2 0 

390 

Jalpaiguri, 

172 11 0 

690 

Buri. 

48 10 0 

670 

Bank urn. 

714 6 0 

400 

Rangpur. 

111 1 0 

710 

Tahirpur. 

443 6 0 


Chandemagar. 

90 10 0 

"'360 

Jara. 

51 8 0 

20 

Hooghly. 

107 8 0 

240 

Chakdighi. 

7C 0 0 

180 

Satkhirm. 

506 12 0 

380 

Pirojpur. 

348 7 0 

20 

(louripur. 

59 3 0 

10 

Bhergaon. 

25 14 0 

700 

Kmhnagar. 

725 3 0 

430 

Dacca. 

676 1 0 

430 

Narchi. 

929 14 0 

380 

Baradighi. 

105 5 0 

300 

Burdwan. 


OaioutU Port Trust. 

IS. iubu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Deportment of Marine he pleased to state what steps, 
if any, are proposed to he taken to increase the number of Indian 
members of the Calcutta Port Trust for the adequate representation 
of Indian trade, commerce and industry ? 

Tho Hotl'bli Mr. 4. DONALD: The whole question of the future 
administration of ports and shipping is at present under the considera- 
tion of the Government of India. 

m <► 

Mwton Awtrd. 

14. tobv AMULYA DHONK ADDY : Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Finance Department be ple«*ed to state what atepa 
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jpte been taken for the exemption of the Government of Beugal from 
die annual payment of Ha. 63 lakhs as contribution to the Government 
of India from the next official year? 

The HeiPMe Mr. 4, DONALD: The local Government has addressed 
the Government of India with a view to securing the final remission 
of this contribution. 


Bengal Quarterly Civil List. 

IS. Baba BORODA PR08AD OEY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
tbe cost of printing and publishing the Quarterly Civil List for Bengal? 

(b) How many copies are printed? 

(c) How many copies are sold? 

(<{) What is the amount realized by the sale of the same? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) This varies but is 

approximately Its. 3, 250 per issue. 

(b) About 1,000. 

(c) About 80. 

((I) About Its. 240. The sale price will be raised annas eight per copy 
from the January issue of 1925, and the supply of free copies to officers 
under the Government of India and the Government of Provinces will 
be discontinued from the close of the current financial year. 

Bftbti BORODA PROSAD DEY; One thousand copies aro printed 
% and about 80 are sold, and after the prices have been raised perhaps 
there will be smaller sales. What does Government propose to do with 
the regaining copies, that is 920 copies of each issue ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON) The remaining copies are ' 
distributed among our own officers. 


Z of effieere. 

It, Baby KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing— 

(t) the number of officers of the executive and judicial branches 
of the provincial service who have been superseded during 
the lest three years ; 

(it) the names of the officers and their position in the gradation 
list* 
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(m) the reaeone ia brief for eupereeaeion in each caee; and 

0 f t • * 

(iv) whether each individual officer was given the opportunity 
of submitting his explanation before order of supersession was 
passed ? <* 

* • 

(h) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the negative, wBl the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to all heads of departments that in every case of intended 
supersession, the charge should previously be communicated (confiden- 
tially if need be) to the officer concerned and final orders passed after 
considering the explanation in each case? 

The Hoit’bto Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a), (b) and (c) It ismot in 

the public interest to reply to the question. 


Bengal Moslem Conference and Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur«Rahim. 

17. Babu MANMOHON NEOCI: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Ildn’ble Sir Abd-ur-Itahim attended the Bengal 
Moslem Conference held on the 29th December in Theatre Itoad, 
Calcutta, and took part in it? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir HUCH STEPHENSON: The question relates to 
the private conduct of the gentleman in question, of which I have no 
official cognisance. 

% 

Rejection of Ministers’ salaries and allegation of its connection with 
arrests on 2Sth October, 1924. 

IS. BalHI ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the FottHteal Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the warrants of at least some of the 
persons arrested on the 25lh October, 1924, under Regula- 
tion III of 1£1$ were signed on tha 27th August, 1924, the 
day after the rejection of Ministers’ salaries by the Bengal 
Legislative Council ; and 

(it) whether it is a fact that the rejection of the Ministers’ salaries 
by the Bengal Legislative Council on the 26th August, 1924, 
was one of tha causes which moved the Bengal Government 
to press the Government of India for sanction, to the arreats 
under Regulation III of ISIS and to the promulgation of 
the Ordinance? 
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MEMBER in ohafga af POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Han»bta 
Hugh Stephenson); (i) Yes. 

(u) No. 

Maufvi MO, NlfttUL HUQ CHAUDHURYl The XWble Member 
’says that warrants under Regulation III of I8IB were signed on the 27th 
August, 1924, and some of the people were arrested on the 25th October, 
1924. Will the Government please state the reason of the delay ? 

The Hon'We Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The warrants were 
received by Government but Government did not wish to utilise them 
until the question of the Ordinance was settled; the delay was to enable 
all the arrests to be made together. 


* Arrests under Regulation III on 25th Ootoher, 1024. 

19. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether soma 
of the persons arrested under Regulation III of 1818 on the 25th Octo- 
ln*r, 1924, were arrested for their whirlwind campaign of anti- 
Goverament speeehes and not for taking part in any terrorist conspiracy? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to give the name* 
of the persons so arrested ? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

Arrest of Chief Executive Officer of the Caloutta Corporation. 

20. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 

charge of the Political Department l>e pleased to # state whether* it is 
not a fed that the Thief Executive Officer of the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion has been arrested at the instigation of the Calcutta Police with 
the authorities of which be came iuto conflict on more occasions than 
one in defence of the rights of the Calcutta public and of the Calcutta 
Corporation ? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No, it is not a fad. 

t 

Po nnia slon t» State priaoners to writa tottar*. 

21. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Political Department aware— 

(<) that the permission given to State priaoners to write oqly two 
letters a week ia inadequate; and 

(ft) that even this privilege is often restricted by the censoring 
officers? 
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(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) (i) The permission is 
considered adequate by Government. # 

(it) Letters written under this permission may be withheld by the 
censoring officers. Government are not aware that they have in any 
ease abused their discretion. 

(b) No. 


Ottawa in Bankura tail. 

22. Babti ANILBARAN RAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Political Department aware that the State prisoners 
in the Bankura Jail have been suffering from grievances for which 
they went on strike some time ago? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the matter and of taking steps for their remedy? 

The Hon’ble Bir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) The detenus in -Bankura 

Jail went on strike in connection with an incident, which Government 
have enquired into. They abandoned the strike after an interview with 
the District Magistrate. 

(b) The incident is closed, and no further inquiry is necessary. 

Question of the appointment of Mimeterc. 

Mr. <1* it, SEN GUPTA: On a point of older, Sir, I should like to 
ask one thing. Will the Hon ’hie Sir Abd-ur-Kahim remove Che doubts 
of many members of this House by reason of an incorrect report iu the 
newspapers this morning, and state whether the demand for Ministers* 
salaries will be brought before this House before or after the appoint- 
ment of the Slftisters ? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I think 1 stated yesterday 
quite clearly that the Ministers will be appointed before voting pn the 
the demand for Ministers* salaries takes plate. 

Government Bills. 

Ttis Bengal Tenancy (Ame n d m e nt ) Bill, 1028. 

The HanflMt Maharaja KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY MMari 

l beg to introduce a Bill further to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1085. 

The Secretary to the Council then read the title of the Bill. 
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■ HOPM* Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY tafcaftin 

I 0 % *o move that the Bill be taken into consideration. In moving 
this motion I must say that the proposal affects but one single section, 
ri*„ section 20 of % Bengal Tenancy Act. I need not repeat what has 
Already been stated in the Statement of Objects aRd Reasons- It is not 
intended to introduce any new principle, but the object is to mnove*a 
technical difficulty in the application in the*Sundurbans ai%as ,of the law 
relating to settled raiyats by reason of a flaw, which has been brought 
to light in a recent decision of the Calcutta High Court- Under section 
20 (1) of the Bengal Tenancy Act every person who has, for a period 
of 12 years continuously, held as a raiyat, land situate in any village 
is a settled raiyat of that village. This is only a recital of the ancient 
and time-honoured definition of khundkuat raiyat, and its application 
was never dependant on any executive order defining the limit of a y ram 
or mauza, much less on the mere accident of the date of such an order. 
That was not the intention of the framers of the Act of 1885 either. 
But, as it now appears that the wording of the section is liable to such 
interpretation, the amendment proposed in the present Bill has become 
necessary. 


There need be n,o apprehension that the conditions of any lease 
granted bona fide for the reclamation of waste land will he affected or 
that the interest of the landlord who has reclaimed the waste lands in 
these villages at his own cost f will be in any way jeopardised. Such 
interests are fully protected by provisos (i) and (it) to section 178 (3) 
of the Act. The proposed amendment of section 20 will not affect the 
terms of any contract whereby a raiyat is prevented from acquiring an 
occupancy right in such lands during a period of 30 years. 

The measure is an urgent one- The settlement records in the 
Sundurbans villages in Khulna disirict have reached the final stages 
and are ready for printing. These will form a permanent record of the 
rights of the landlords and tenants concerned, and it is a matter of 
very groat importance that they should embody correct status of the 
settled raiyats. Any further delay will mean that hundreds of raiyats 
who have held their lands for over 12 years — in many cases for genera* 
tions — will be denied their just rights and deprived of the advantage 
of having their correct status shown in the record of rights. The 
Director of Land Records in his annual report for the year 1923-24 says 
with regard to the rights of raiyats In Khulna Sundurbans ; — 


A mor* important question vu the ftaue of cultivator* under the to » r hold ore 
Under a rec at High Court ruling no one can become a fe ttled raiyat of • village unii 
the village lee had a hgal exkteao** as defined in motion % (J0) t Brngel Tenancy Act, 
for If years. Large portions of the Stuuforbane now under cultivation wetw jungle at 
the time of the revenue survey and w m not includ'd in that suroy, Notification* 
constituting village In these areas w<ro keyed in 1914 and 1916, bat they do not oovrr 
tho whole area sod in any earn the records will have been finally publkhed before the 
expiry of If years frotp the date of the notification*. In the * dreumetane • it ssecnwl 
that aet&id rights would have to bn denied to a large body of cultivator*. Fortunaietr. 
mtky of the landftwda raked no objection to their tenant# being recorded eeeett fo d - 
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(ml it it proposal to »et Um» matter a* re* by kgittation to provide tbit ti» 
period of 12 years may run portly before ond portly after the notification of the am 

at a village. 

To me personally, as a samindar, it it indeed gratifying to find thai 
ike landlords have fulfy realised the justice and equity of allowing th< 
raiyatt being recorded as settled raiyats in spite of the legal flaw being 
there and that shows the good relationship which exists between th< 
landlord and the tenant in these areas. I congratulate these landlord] 
in showing such a liberal spirit. 

I hope 1 have made it sufficiently clear why this piece of legislatiox 
is so urgently necessary and I trust this will have the unanimous suppor 
of the Council. ' 

MmilvJ -WAHID HOitAIN: So far as this clause is concerned 
the wording is that a person shall be deemed, for the purpose oi 
this section, to have continuously held land in a village, notwithstanding 
that such village was defined, surveyed and recorded as, or declare 
to constitute a village at a date subsequent to the commencement of tb 
said period of 12 years. 

I take it that the intention of the legislature here is to give effeci 
to those cases in which the raiyats have been holding landi 
for more than 12 years. There, is nothing either in the preamble or ii 
the bo'dy of the section from which it can be gathered that retrospective 
effect can be given to this clause. I am simply pointing out this diffi 
culty. It is a well-known principle of construction of the Statutes tha 
when the law is substantive, retrospective effect should not be given, bu 
in the case of an adjective law, retrospective effect may be given. Her 
the section is a substantive law. I doubt very much whether in tb 
absence of any clause which gives retrospective effect, the Court wouh 
take any notice of it. 4 

I can give instances where the High Court gave a ruling. When tb 
Wakf Validating Act was introduced, the intention was that it wouh 
be applicable to all wakfs created previously to the passing of tb 
Act, but there was nothing in the preamble or in the body of the Act U 
show that it would have retrospective effect. The Bombay High Court 
the Calcutta High Court, as well as the Privy Council held that thi 
Act could not have any retrospective effect. I apprehend that if it ii 
allowed to stand as it is, it may be construed to have no retrospective 
effect I may suggest that if a clause is added that the Act shall have 
retrospective affect in its application, the difficulty will be avoided. 
I make this suggestion to the Hon'ble Member that it will be a wisei 
policy to clear up all doubts having regard to the intention of the 
legislature to grant a right to the raiyat. If such a saving clause be 
added, I think there will be no difficulty in construing the Act properly 
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! f° Tision H ke " wiU MVe further ♦rouble and much litiwUoa. 
Jftot I am apprehending is this, since this clause ig to be put before a 
«»Wrt for construction there must be this difficulty in spite of the feet 
that tins amendment has been brought forward by Government with the 
best intention but %he question is whether in* construing a Statute 
retrospective effect should be given, I, therefore, submit that some 
clause should be added in order to make it dear and to give retrospective 
effect to tbe provision of the law. 


The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Hr.* PRESIDENT 8 The question is that clause 1 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Ral SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur to mova 

that in clause 2 to the proposed sub-section (1A) in section 20, the 
following be added, namely : — 

“ Provided that this shall not in any way affect any contract 
entered into bona fide between the landlord and tenant for 
the purpose of reclamation orln the land reclaimed by the 
, landlord. ” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY to move that in clause 2 to the 
proposed sub-section (1A) in section 20, the following be added, * 
namely : — 

"Provided that, during a period of 12 years from such definition, 
survey, record or declaration, tbe acquisition of a right of 
occupancy under section 21 shall be limited to the land held 
for a period of 12 years, w 

Mr. PRESIDENT 8 The question is that clause 2 stand part of 
the Bill 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT 3 The question is that the preamble stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon'blt Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAT Bahadur I 

I beg to move that the Bill as introduced in the Council be passed. 
In doing this I would only say, in passing, to Maulvi Wahed Hossain 
that we do not want to introduce the question of retrospective effect 
because this Act will be given effect to from the date from which it is 
passed and we do not want to go further than that. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The President’s Salary Bill, 1925. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I beg to introduce a Bill to 
./determine the salary of the elected President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council. 

The Secretary to the Council then read the title of the Bill. 

The Hon’hle Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I beg to move that this.BiU be 
taken into consideration. The Bill is a very short one and I hope it 
will not raise any controversy. The term of the present President will 
terminate at the end of the current session, and the Government of 
India Act provides that the President shall be elected from among the 
members of this Council. It is necessary therefore that provision should 
be made for the elected President’s salary and it is for that purpose 
that I have introduced the Bill. Government have provided a salary of 
Rs. 3,000 a month on the understanding and thinking it necessary that 
the President of the Council should be a whole-time officer. I may 
state for the information of the Council that the Presidents in the other 
Presidencies and provinces are all whole-time officers and wherever there 
has been legislation already as regards the elected President, provision 
has been made on the basis that he shall be a whole-time officer. I do 
not think that any member of this House will question the propriety and 
desirability of having a whole-time President. It will hardly be desir- 
able to have a President during a particular time of the year, that is 
during the session and that he should carry on any other business for 
the rest of the year. It may be known to many members of the Council 
that the President has not only heavy work to transact v during the 
session but he has also work to do before and after a session. 

As regards the question of salary it is very difficult to lay <Wn any 
particular principle regulating the figure. I should like to mention for 
the information of the members that there has been legislation in four 
provinces hitherto on this subject. I am not sure about the fifth, that 
itjour neighbouring province of Bihar and Orissa. But I believe that a 
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•B31 has been introduced there for regulating the salary. In Bombay 
provision has been made for the salary of Tt«. 3,000, so also in the Pun- 
jab; in Madras, Rs. 2.000 and in Assam. Us. 500. Regarding Bihar 
I believe the select Committee has recommended Jts, 2,000 per month or 
Rs. 24,000 per annum as the salary. 

Babu MALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: What about the United Pro- 
vinces ? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: In the Unite,! Provinces I do 
not think there has been any legislation vet. I am not quite sure about 
Bihar and Orissa— either it is Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 2,500. My recollection 
is that the select committee has recommended Rs. 2,000. 

Rtf HARENDRAMATH CHAUDHURI: What about Madras? 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: In Madras it is Rs. 2,000. 
Government have decided that in their opinion Its. 3,000 is the proper 
figure for the salary of the President of this Council. It is a matter for 
the decision of the Council and I only make this ohservation*to the 
members that it is not only the question of economy that has to be con- 
sidered but also what is the amount appropriate for the salary of the 
President of this important province. It is a position of great respon- 
sibility and dignity. All that I wish to say is that I do not think that 
Rs. 3,000 per month is too high a figure for a position of that resiion- 
sibility. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Sir Ab<l-ur- Itahim was then put not] 
agreed to. 

Mf« PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 1 stand pari of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Rflbti NALINIRANJAN EARNER* I beg to move that for claus# 2 f 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“ 2. There shall be paid to the President of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council a salary calculated at the rate of two thousand 
rupees a month. ” 

In rising to move the amendment I congratulate the Hon’ble Law - 
Member on his having at length thought it fit to introduce the Prwi- 
dent’s Salary Bill, long overdue. Parliament gave us the right to elect 
our President after a certain period. The time was deliberately allowed 
to be pawed, and a situation was contrived for the postponement of the 
exercise of our right of election by the adjournment of this House at its 
luxt sitting. I must not be misunderstood, in pointing this out, to 
insinuate anything against yon, Sir, personally, for whom I have always 
bad tbs highest regard. What I want to say is that this is merely an 
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indication of the process by which the so-called progressive realisation* 
of responsible government is sought to be furthered. Now coming to 
tiie terms of my amendment — in moving for a lower salary, it is neither 
my intention to lower ^the dignity nor the prestige«of our future Presi- 
dent, not even to indicate that the duties and responsibilities of the 
position of the President do not deserve a high salary. But what I 
want to impress upon the Council is that the salaries of officials which 
we are ashed to sanction must be assessed in accordance with Indian 
ideals and standards as also the financial condition of the province and 
not according to the extravagant notion fostered and encouraged by 
those who are responsible for the present system, despite our emphatic 
protest and strong disapproval. This is our chance to show that our 
best intellects can be attracted by such salaries as are in accordance 
with our ideas of what is adequate and proper. The salary which I 
suggest, will, I venture to think, be adequate for the President to live 
in comfort as that is understood in this country as also to maintain his 
position and dignity. 

Th| honour and responsibility attaching to the post of the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council are in any case too great to be ade- 
quately recognised by any money value alone. The sense of high pub- 
lic duty is its own stimulus as well as its own reward and the President 
can well afford to beacon tent with a comparatively modest pecuniary 
compensation. 

There is yet another point which I want to place before the House. 
It is sometimes suggested that our President, like the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, will have to undergo a certain amount of expenses 
in performing his social duties towards the members of this Council and 
for which due consideration should be made in fixing the amount of 
salary. Bfft, Sir, you will bear me out, when I say, that our past experi- 
ence in this respect does not encourage this view. It is our misfortune, * 
Sir, that the letters of the rules are thrust upon us in this country and 
arft their spirit. If, however, our elected President should consider 
such social relations to be a thing worth cultivating we shall then have 
occasion to provide a suitable additional allowance for the same. 

tabu Dill PROSAD KHAITAN: There is only one point, Sir, in 
the amendment of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker which I want to he cleared 
up. Babu Naliniranjan Sarker proposes to delete the word “ elected ” 
from the operative portion of the Bill, but I fear that the meaning will 
•till be the same, because in the beginning of the Bill it is stated that it 
is a Bill to d|£ermine the salary of the elected President, and then 
again in the preamble it is stated 11 Whereas it is expedient to deter- 
mine the salary of the elected President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council ”, I should like to know whether them would be any difference 
lu meaning if the word “ elected ” were dropped from clause 2 of the 

W* 
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Mw NALIH IRANIAN BARKER: It is an anintentional amission. - 

BalW AMULYA OHONE ADDY: I aw sorry 1 cannot but oppose 
the amendment moved by my esteemed friend — Babu N&liniranjan 
Safker. We are informed by the Hon'ble M^nber in charge of the 
l5ill that tbe President is to be a whole- time officer of this Council. If 
that be the case, Sir, the question is as to what should be the proper 
salary of that officer. I beg to submit that Its. 3,000 per month is 
nothing but an adequate ,one. We are informed that the pay of the 
President of the Punjab Legislative Council is Rs. 3,000 a month and 
that of the Bombay Legislative Council is Rs. 3,000 a month. I am 
also informed, Sir, that your salary is Rs. 3,000 a month. I fail to 
understand as to why the salary should be reduced. On inquiry 1 find 
that tbe salary of the President of the Burma Legislative Council is 
Rs. 4,1)00 a mo%th and also of the Council of the United Provinces 
Rs. 4,000 a month. It also appears, Sir, that the salary of the elected 
President of the Indian Legislative Assembly is Rs. 4,000 a month. 
We cannot expect to have an efficient President of this Council on a 
salary less than the existing one, rix., Rs. 3,000 a month. If you have 
a mind to maintain and keep up the dignity of this House— if you have 
a mind to maintain the high traditions of this Council — you must have 
inch an officer at the head of this Council who may deserve public con- 
fidence and who may be al^e to command respect not only from the 
Moderate party but also from the other parties — not only from the non- 
official members, but also from the official members of the Council. 

I am informed that the pay of the Secretary of this Council is not less 
than Rs. 2,000 a month. 


Meulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY t Is he in order to refer 
to that? 


Mr.* PRESIDENTS There is nothing out of order in it. 

tabu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: If that be the rase then it is 
certainly proper that the President of the Council should get a salary 
higher than that of the Secretary to this Council. In these circum- 
stances, I think the salary of Rs. 3,000 is quite a reasonable one. 

Mr, PRESIDENT! I will now call the other amendments and then 
throw open the whole question for discussion. 

iafcll HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: I sent in an amendment to 
the effect that sero rupees per month should be fixed as the salary of the 
President But I do not find that amendment in the list. 

Mr. PRESIDENT l There is an amendment on the paper in your name 
to the effect that the President should be paid * during each session of 
the Council Do you move that ? 
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Babll HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: I am not going to move it 
hut I shoul^ have liked to have moved the other amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Such an amendment is out of order. The way to 
secure your object is to vote against the question that “ clause 2 form 
part of the Bill If £he Council expunges clause 2, the President will 
receive no salary. But a purely negative amendment cannot be moved. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 


Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR to move that in clause 2, lino 
2, after the words “ Legislative Council ” the words “ during . each 
session of the Council ” be inserted. 


The following motions were called but not moved:— 

Khan Bahadur Maulti MUSHARRUF H088AIN to move that in 
clause 2, line 3, for the word “three” the word “one” be substituted. 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY to move that in clause 2, 
line 3, for the words “ three thousand rupees ” the words “ one thousand 
and four hundred rupees ” be substituted. 


Maulvi WANED H088AIN to move that in clause 2, line 3, for the 
words “ three thousand rupees ” the words “ one thousand and five 
hundred rupees ” be substituted. „ 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO. I move that in clause 2, line 3, for the 
words “ three ” the word “ two ” be substituted. 

These are the days of economy with efficiency. We have in the 
Calcutta Corporation a Chief Executive Officer whose duties are arduous 
and more continuous than the President of this Council. And his salary 
has been fixed at Rs. 1,500 a month! When one looks about, one sees 
that in our contiguous province of Madras the President’s salary has * 
been fixed at Rs. 2,000 a month and I hold that Madras is a populous 
Presidency and its activities are quite as great as Bengal. (Cribs of 
“no, no”). 8i%i|may also remind this Council that for a considerable 
time a member of this Council occupied the position of thq President 
with no salary at all, and filled the post with great credit. As 1 have 
said these are the days of efficiency with economy and I think there is 
no loss of dignity if the President’s salary is fixed at a lower figure than 
Ra. 3,000. I should think that a great deal of dignity is attached 
the post itself. It is not attached to the salary, but to the honour of the 
office. Sir, I patiently waited to hear arguments from those who wanted 
to have the salary fixed at Rs. 3,000 a month but I have only heard one 
argument and that is^that the dignity of the post should be maintained. 

I hold, Sir, that there is greater dignity when a member of the Council 
fills the position and fills it for the honour that is due to that poat and not 
for the salary* 
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Aai SATYENDRA NATH ROY GHOUDHURI Bahadur: I support 

Ihe amendment 

Maulvi MD. HURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Sir, I have heard from 
the rice magnate tot the effect that the salary of the President should 
he fixed at Re. 3,000 a month. He has opposed Balm Nalmiranjan 
Sarkese amendment simply because it has come from the Swaraj party. 
(Cries of Question.) Whatever comes from our side he must oppose it 
tooth and^nail. However that may be, the revenue of Bengal is a 
diminishing revenue. This year a contribution of Rs. 03,00,000 to the 
Imperial Government is to be paid. A sum of Rs. 11,00,000 is to be 
paid on account of the increased emoluments of the mighty and heaven* 
bom services. So there would he about 74 lakhs to be paid out of the 
Exchequer of Bengal although there is no indication whatever about 
the growing revenue of Bengal. Sir, as our revenue is being diminished 
day by day and as our expenditure is increasing day by day, we dcruot 
know where we shall be before long and therefore we cannot be a 
party to an increased expenditure. The services should be paid such a 
sura that would be barely necessary for the holders. I think and I do 
not know how many of my friends think that the future President of the 
Council would be an Indian and not a European and that being the case 
he should emulate the example of an Indian and he must be content with 
whatever he gets. He must not think of making a profit out of this 
post or leave anything for his children. If any gentleman from amongst 
ourselves wants to he the President, he should he content with whatever 
we give him. He must have got something on which to fall back upon, 
because he will he the President only for three years and he may not 
be elected for the next term of the Council. So the gentleman selected 
for the post must have not only* influence but also some private means. 
Sir, may I ask my friend Mr. Addy a question. He has written a letter 
to the Press to the effect that the salary of the future Ministers should 
be decreased to Rs. 4,000 a month. 

Me PRESIDENTS You need not go into that. It has got nothing 
whatever to do with the question. There will be the fullest opportunity 
for discussing the matter later. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: That being the case, 
may I ask my friend who opposes everything from the Swaraj party and 
who is against the aspirations of Indians—may I ask him that he, being 
a rich man, should contribute something to the Exchequer of Bengal so 
that the extra one thousand rupees may be paid out of his contribution. 
Sir, Bengal is very poor and we cannot pay more. So I formally request 
my friend Mr. Addy, to contribute some lakhs of rupees from his private 
purse lor the increased salary of the President which he is supporting. 

Site AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, may I offer a word of explana- 
tion. My esteemed friend said that I have opposed the amendment 
because it has come from the Swaraj party. I beg to submit that I aw 
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personally as much a Swarajist as he is though J do not belong to his 
party. We all want Swaraj. The only difference is that my frienc! 
wants it at once and I want it later on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That completes your explanation, Mr. Addy, I 
hope. ■ * ' 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY S Sir, one word more. I emphatically 
deny that I have opposed the amendment because it has come from the 
Swaraj party. The amendment has also come from Dr. Moreno and I 
have considered his amendment on its own merits. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am sure the Council is aware of that. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, although I am inclined to 
agree with Babu Naliniranjan Barker that the pay of the President 
should be fixed at Es. 2,000 a month so long as you want a whole-time 
man, I have very serious misgiving as to whether you want a whole-time 
man at all or whether the appointment should not be an honorary one. 
It seems to me that the appointment should be honorary, like thp office 
of the Mayor of Calcutta, or the Vice-Chancellorship of the Calcutta 
University. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot go into that, for the very simple 
reason that the amendment which was on in the paper has been with- 
drawn by leave of tbe Council. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: But the Hon’ble Member in charge 
in moving the original motion^ referred to it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He referred to it because it was then fm the paper. 
It has now been withdrawn. 

Babu BDRODA PROSAD DEY: As we are used to big salaries for 
the services in this country and for the very useful service* that ai^ 
rendered by the President, the Government proposal of Es. 3,000 certainly 
does not appear to be a very big sum, but when we look to the finances 
of the pro vlnoa* a&d when we find that all the nation-building departments 
are starving for want of funds, it is only a matter of duty for this 
Council to fix the salary at such a figure as would not in any way scare 
uway a deserving man, but would be befitting the position that he will 
occupy. Well, Sir, as in the Corporation the Swaraj regime has been 
signalised by the Chief Executive Officer and others drawing leaser pay 
than was provided in the Act, I think the Swaraj regime in the Council 
should also be signalised by fixing Es. 2,000, instead of Be. 3,000, as the 
salary of the President And I think that there may he persons amongst 
the Councillors who would be willing to give their services even for the 
decent sum of Es. 2,000. 

Khan BabsBur Msutfi MO, OHOWUOOIN: When we me discussing 
this subject I would just like to bring to the notice of the Council one 
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*4hing, *»d it is this. Our late President of this House was Nawab 
Syed Shams-ul-Huda, a vakil of the Calcutta High Court and of very 
extensive practice. I do not know what his monthly income was. but I 
think that it was no# less than Ks. 6.000. He wy succeeded by a mem* 
her of the English Bar, our present President 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Khan Bahadur, I hope you will kindly keep me 
out of the discussion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi MD. CHOINUDDINh Certainly. Sir. If the 
House thinks it desirable to have men of this status, of these qualifi- 
cations and legal education, I would ask it to consider whether in order 
to attjact such men to the Presidential Chair, a salary of Its. 3,000 
would pot he justified. Supjiose you are going to select a President 
next year, and suppose your choice should fall upon Mr. Byomkes 
Chakravarti, do you think he will agree to accept a smaller salary 

Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI: Kindly leave me out of the 
discussion. 

Mr.'PRESIDENT: It will enhance the value of your argument 
more, if you will leave out both the President, Mr. Chakravarti or any 
other member by name. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi MD. CHOINUDDIN: What I mean to say is 
that if vou want to have men of the right type of high legal quali- 
fications, experienced members of the English Bar or vakils of the 
Calcutta High Court, I think a salary' of Rs. 3,000 will not be considered 
very high. 

Maulvi ABOUL CAFURl My friend Khan Bahadur, has said that 
Ks 3,000 will be adequate, but my suggestion to the House is that it is 
a question, whether we can afford to pay Its. 3,000. We must not only 
look «to the qualifications of the President we elect, but also to our 
pockets. If we cannot afford to pay Us. 3,000, how can we expect such 
persons, may be from England or from the highest place in the Calcutta 
Bar to accept the appointment? Moreover, I do not think that men 
of such calibre are required for the post. However, the qu-stionjs pure- 
ly economic. If we cannot afford to pay more than Its. 2,0 W, this 
amount should be sufficient. 

Maulvi KADER BAKtH: Sir, member* who we b favour of 
3,000 for the *alary of the President, should alio bear in mind at 
the --- time the average ann ual income of an Indian, and they moat 
•bo take into consideration the fact that mveral departments are sdfor- 
j»» for waafof money and thousand# of people are dying b the mufitm 
for want of proper sanitmy «ds. I k»°w pe««mHy tlmt every year 
thousand# of persons are dying from 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS You can say all that on the 26h f when the bu4» ' 
get discussion takes place. 

Matllvi KADER BAKSH: I admit that the pc$t of the President is 
dignified and very responsible, but I think that the necessity of thn 
people is not less dignified and a salary of Rs. 2,000 for the President 
is not undignified, considering the financial condition of the province. 

Matllvi SAYYED SULTAN ALIS Some comparison has been 
drawn between the Calcutta Corporation and the Government 

Mf| PRESIDENT: Maulvi Sahib, have you anything new to say? 
The last speaker merely reproduced the remarks of previous speakers. 

a 

Maulvi SAYYED SULTAN ALI: Yes, I have something new to say. 

I do not agree with those who share those views. The Calcutta Corpora- 
tion have full control over its purse ; they have reduced salaries for the 
purpose of utilising the savings, according to their own will for the 
benefit of the rate-payers. Here, the difference is that as soon as we 
curtail the pay of the President, the amount saved goes t-o the pocket 
of the Hon’ble the Finance Member, and there is no knowing* whether 
he will utilise that for the purpose of the Secret Service of the Police 
set against us or such other like purposes. Under the circumstances^ 
so long as we do not get full control of tfte purse, I am not prepared to 
reduce the salary. 

The motion of Bnbu Naliniranjan Sarker was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


A ha mad, Maulvi Atfmuddiit. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Xaitittar. 

Bapahi, tabu Rama* Chandra. 

Baksh, Maulvi Kadar. 

■anarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Baas, Baku Bajay Krishna. 

Chakra varti* Baku dapindra Chandra. 
Ohakravarti, Mr. Byauthas. 

Chahravarty, Babu Indaraan. 
Cbaudburi, Rai Harandranath. 
Cbaudburi, Maulvi taiyad Abdur Rat. 
Cbaudhury, Maulvi Md. Rural Hub. 
Obundar, Mr. Niraaal Chandra. 

Das, Or. Mahtni Mahan. 

Dai Bunts, Or. 4 . M. 

Day, Bnbu Barada Prasad. 

Qatar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Bangui* Babu Rbaiandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. B. N. 

Man, than ftyad lasCadul. 

Magus, Maulvi BayadtH. 


Hussain, Maulvi Wahad. 
daardar, Maulvi Attah Haaaaia. 



Malty, Babu Mahandra Math. 

Mitra, Babu Jagandra Nath. 

Maranu, Dr. H. W. B. 

Mukarjaa, Babu Tarahnatb. 

Haahar, Babu Hint Chandra. 

Maagi, Babu Manmahan. 

Pablaaran, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Quasar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Abanlah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Naga ngra Narayan. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud hanhar. 

Ray, Kumar fthib Bhahhar n— ar. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Babu Sa ta— ri p a ti. 

Ray,- Or, Bidhaa Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tanhar. 

Ray C bau dbur i, Rai Ba ha du r tatyaadra 
Nath. 

tarhar, Babu Hamanta Ku mar. 

Barky. Babu MaNniruujNuh 
tan, Mr. N. C. 

Ban Bupta, Mr. 4 . M. 
tu hraunydy. Or. A. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Raj* Odd*. 
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wtitpii Williams, Mr. C, 

Addft »*** Amulyt Dhsus. 

Akwvd, MmM TlfAiMta. 

Airy, KBuii Muiiir t. Mihbsob. 

Alii Maulvi Sayysd Sultan* 

Alii Mr. Jhltaf. 

Burma, Mi Sahib NnHuuii. 

Bart Ml. Mr. M. 

law, Ssbu Jstindr* Nath. 

Baa, Khan Bahadur Mina Shujaat Ali. 
BMt, tht Han'bta S. I. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Navab 
Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Chainuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. 
Ohowdhury, Maulvi P axial Karim. 

Caban, Mr. D. 4. 

Caraara n, Mr. B. 4. 

Currit, Sir William. 

Oss, Babu •Charu Chandra. 

Baud, Mr. M. 

Dr* Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 8. 8. 

Dana Id, tha Han’bla Mr. 4. 

Daas, ftal Bahadur Pysri Lai. 

Dutt, Mr. 8. B. 

Kddis, Mr. B. C. 6. 

Parauui, Khan Bahadur K. 8. M. 
eaanha, n«l Bahadur Badrida*. 

Baada, Mr. f. W. 

8uha* Mr. P. H. 

8umar, Mr. C. W. 


Ha*, Khan Bahadur Kati Zahirul. 

Haphyna, Mr. W. S. 

HmmIii, Kkan lOUtr mh Mwkarrgf. 
Huq, Maulvi A. K. PatNil. 

Hub, Maulvi Shramul. 
danm, Mr. p. *.• 

Khaitin, Babu Dabi Proud. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Uw, Raja Raahaa oaaa. 

Lidditl, Mr. N. C. 

Maaih, Mr. Syad M. 

Mittar, Sir Provath Chundtr. 

Randy, Maharaj Kumar Srit Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr. C. P. 

Phtlpt, Mr. T. 4, 

Rahim, tha Hsu’bls Sir Abdur*. 

Ray, Babu Surtitdra Math. 

Ray, tha Han’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Ray, Raja Manilalf Singh. 

•alam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdua. 
Skinnar, Mr. S. A. 

Staphanaan, tha Han'bla Sir Hugh. 

Swan, Mr. 4. A. L. 

Truvor* Mr. W. L. 

•arkar. Maalvl AN«fc Bvkktk. 

Vltllara, Mr. B. 

Wilaan, Lt-Col. R. P. 

Waadhaad, Mr. 4 . A. 


The Ayes being 52 and the Noes 61, the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Moreno’s amendment is to the same effect, 
and falls to the ground. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The mbtion was put and agreed to. 

Mr? President: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

The HofPMa Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I move that the Bill, as intro- 
duced in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjeitmment, 


The Council ifas then adjourned till 3 p.m<, on Thursday, the 18th 
February, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



84 QUESTIOH^ [18 th tw. 

Prooeodings of too Bongs! LogistaHv* Council smowMoh under the 
provisions of th o Covommont of India Act. 

Thi Council mot in the Council Chamber in the Jown Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 19th February, 1925, at 3 p m. « 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council and 110 nominated and elected members. 

Election of Deputy P r e si den t . 

Mr. PRESIDENT (Die Hon’ble Sir Evan Cotton): Order, order! I 
have to inform the Council that His Excellency the Governor has 
approved of the election of Dr. A, Suhrawardy as Deputy President. 

While extending a hearty welcome to Dr. Abdullah Suhrawardy 
and assuring him of our best" wishes for n successful term of office as 
Deputy President, I feel the Council will also wish me to add a few 
words with regard to his predecessor. Major Hassan Suhrawardy waa 
elected to the office of Deputy President on the 23rd January, 1924, and 
his resignation has been due to the fact that the East Indian Railway 
has passed under State Management. M^jor Hassan Suhrawardy is not 
only a medical man of the highest qualifications but is one of the senior 
District Medical Officers in the service of the East Indian Railway. We 
deeply regret that the necessity has arisen for him to severe his connec- 
tion with the Council, but all those who desire to Ree the increasing 
association of Indians with offices of responsibility will be glad to think 
that he will still continue to enjoy opportunities for public usefulness. 
I think every member of the Council will admit that Major Hassan Suhra- 
wardy has discharged his duties as Deputy President with conspicuous 
success. Whenever he has occupied the Chair he has; I believe, exhibit- 
ed not only that strict impartiality which is expected from the Chair 
of tins CoutteU.but also a thorough mastery of the Rules and Standing 
Orders. Personally I part from him with reluctance but I feel sure that 
his brother and successor will co-operate with me as loyally and as cordi- 
ally, and endeavour with me to further the interests of the Council. 


•tarred Questions 

(to which oral answers wore givon). 

Language Examination!. 

•XXX. Btfm BORODA PR 08 AD DRY I (<*) Will the Hoopla- 
ike Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
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jh& *hat rewards in money c*n be earned by the officer, of the Bengal 
TSraeotm and Judicial service. by pawing certain examination* 
daring their terms of service P 

(i) Have any suc^ reward, been abolished in recent yearaf 
■ • (c) If bo, what are the reasons for such abolitiod P 

MEMBER in Oharga of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT fth* 

<«) The member is referred to Appendix 
VI of the Departmental Examination Rules, «• copy of which is laid on 
the Library table. Members of the Judicial branch of the Bengal 
Civil Service are not eligible for rewards. * 

(b) Sikkimese Bhutia, Bhutanese Bhutia, Lepcha and Kuki or 
Ludiai have been excluded from the list of tribal language, for the 
study ol which rewards are prescribed. 

(c) It wa. not considered essential to encourage the »tudy of these 
languages in the interests of administrative efficiency. 

Ptbu BOROOA PROMO DEY: With regard to question («), may 
I ask whether it is not a fact that the members of the Judicial Branch 
of the Bengal Civil Service were eligible to some of the reward* und 
they have only now been excluded from the list P 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS I think at one time mem- 
hers of the Judicial Branch were eligible. 

Bflbu BOROOA PR08AD DEY: May I have the reasons for their 
exclusion P 

Thi Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: It is not considered neces- 
sary that they should know the language for the purpose of their work. 

Colonials* or Citium of tho Dominions in Provinoist and Subordinate 

Service*. 


XXXI* Mr* 8* N. HALDAR: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the number 
of colonials or the citizens of the Dominions of the British Empire, 
engaged at present in the Provincial and Subordinate Services of tho 
Government of Bengal, giving the following particulars in each cate 
(i) the name; 

(«t) the office held; 

(m) the date at appointment ; 

(iv) the tenure of appointment; 

(v) the salary; and 

(vt) the colony or dominion to which he belongs P 



M CteB^BONS. lldra ft*. 

MEMBER in olwtfge of POLITICAL DEPARTM£HT(tiM Hwi'Ma 
tie Hugh ttaphmfeon): T^re are no such officers. 

Rules for tho guidanoe of poHoe officers when making 
« h ons d o oa rokm. 

•XXXII. Mr. I. M. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to at&te*^ 

(i) whether it is incumbent upon police officers to make no 
departure from the rules provided for their guidance when 
nfaking house-searches; and 

(«) whether the rules were observed during the house-searches at 
Dacca on the 26th June last? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative will the flon’bie 
the Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of holding a 
public inquiry regarding the methods employed by the police officers 
and their conduct during the house-searches in Dacca on the 26th 
of June last? 

MEMBER in oharga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’ble 
Olr Hugh Stephenson): (a) (t) The rules ^id down for the guidance of 
polioe officers when making house-searches are observed whenever possible 
but exceptional circumstances sometimes render strict compliance with 
the rules impossible. 

(ti) and (b) The rules were strictly observed but immediately before 
the search of the house of Babu Manoranjan Banerjee, on it being 
discovered tfiat a person was escaping over the back wall the Additional 
Superintendent of Police and an Inspector ran through the house before 
the arrival of the witqpsses. 

(c) Government see no reason for a further inquiry. 

Unstirred Questions 

(answers to wtiioh were laid on the tabled 
Telly's Nala end Saraswati River. 

23. BabU AMUL.YA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’hle the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation been 
drawn to the present condition of the Tolly’s Nala in tbs district 
of the 24-Pa rganas and of the Saraswati Hirer iU the district of 
Hooghly? 

(6), If so, will the’Hon’ble the Member |e pleased to state what 
steps, if any, are proposed to be taken for the re-excavation of the 
said nala and the said river, respectively ? 
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MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Han’bfe Maharaja Kthaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(b) In the case of Tolly’s Nala an estimate has been sanctioned for 
silt clearance and erork has recently bden commenced. In order to 
improve the condition of the Saraswati River ft is intended to carry 
out certain modifications to the sluice at Jamalpur with the view of 
flushing the Saraswati and other rivers in the Hooghly and Howrah 
districts during the monsoon. The Saraswati River has been kept 
under close observation during the last year and every endeavour has 
been made to flush it, but the supply of water was insufficient. There 
are certain obstructions in this river which is much overgrown and 
in places has silted and it is intended to clear it gradually as funds 
permit. 

• 

8utodi visional Officer, Peni, and the looal Bar. 

24. Maulvi SAYEDUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Babu Dhirertdm Lull Dey, Subdivisional Officer of 
Feni, insulted a pleader of the local Bar when the matter appeared 
in a case against the police? 

(b) Is it a fact that the tyibdi visional Officer requested the pleader 
to withdraw the case and that on his refusal the pleader was insulted? 

(c) Is it a fact that an inquiry was started by the District Magis- 
trate who, without examining the witnesses named by the pleader, 
came away owing to illness and submitted his report to the Government? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Meml>er he pleased to lay cm the table 
a copy of the report of the District Magistrate? 

(e) Is it a fact that the local Pleaders’ Bar formed an Inquiry 
Committee which after due inquiry’ supjiorteci the allegation of the 
aggrieved pleader and that the local Bar passed a resolution which 
was fdkwarded to the District Magistrate for action? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of tbe resolution of the Bar based on the report of the Inquiry 
Committee? 

(g) Is it a fact that the case was in connection with a woman whom 
the police wanted to take away from the custody of her husband? 

(h) What action, if any, have the Government taken or contemplate 
taking in the matter? 

TIN Hon’bto Sir HUGH STEPHENiONs (a) and (h) The Subdivi- 
•tonal Officer denies that he requested the pleader to withdraw the 
case and that the pleader was insulted. 

(c) The District Magistrate inquired into the facts and heard 
eeveral witnesses. His visit was cut short by an attack of in&ttensa 
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but he considered that he had obtained sufficient information to come 
to a conclusion on the incident. 

(d) The Magistrate’s conclusions were reported in a demi-official 
to the Commissioner; he made no report to Government. 

(c) The local Bar passed a resolution after trading the report of 
a sub-committee and forwarded the resolution to the District Magistrate. 

(/) A copy is laid on the Library table. 

(g) The case was one in which the police officers were charged 
with assault. The Appellate Court has held that there was no truth 
in the suggestion that they wanted to take the woman away from 
her husband, and their action was justified in order to prevent molesta- 
tion of the woman. 

(h) Government do not propose to take any action. 


Certain facilities to State and Ordinanoe prisoners. 

25. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(t) what amount has been sanctioned for the diet of the Ordinance 
and State prisoners in the different jails in Bengal; 

(it) what clothing has t>een given to them at Government cost; and 

(Hi) what facilities, if any, are being given to such prisoners for 
their religious observances both in the matter of their daily 
worship and performance of special Puja ceremonies? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHENS0N: (t), <») and <>n) Suitable 
diet, suitable clothing and reasonable facilities for religious observances 
ire provided. Government is not prepared to state details. 

Doouments seized at searches on 25th October, 1924. 

28. BitMl ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any arms or incriminating documents were found aa 
a result of the extensive searches on the 25th October, 1924; 
and 

(it) whether it is not a fact that the internal evidence of the 
documents seixed at the house of Mr. S. C. Bose give th© 
direct lie to the charge that he took part in a revolutionary 
conspiracy P 

Th# Hon'bl# Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (t) The member is referred 

o the answers given to starred question II (a) (it) and (tit) asked by 
tabu Manmohon Neogi on the 7th January, 1925. 

(it) No. 
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Financial Statement of the Government of Baikal 
for the year 1925-29. 

The Honble Mr^J. DONALD: I have the honour to preaent the 
budget estimates of the Government of Bengal fin the year 1925-2G. 

These are presented in the usual form with the usual statement* 
and a general review of the details. The statements are in the ordinary 
form/ but as I promised last year, the list of original works has been 
drafted to show separately works in progress and new works. Only in 
one respect was criticism made last year in the presentation of the 
details, that made by Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri with referenoe to 
the Irrigation Budget. This is an extremply complicated and technical 
budget and we have endeavoured to explain it in a somewhat more intelli- 
gible foim, but if even now it does not satisfy Itai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri in all respects, I should be very glad if he would come 
round to my office, when I will endeavour to satisfy his mind on the 
subject, and give all the information possible. And I extend that 
invitation to any member of the Council who has any difficulty in 
understanding any particular item or desires fuller or more detailed 
information. Mr. Woodhead and I myself will only Is- too pleated 
to give raemliers any assistance. 

I am afraid. Sir, I shall have to ask the indulgence of the Council 
for somewhat longer than usual this afternoon. This is due in part to 
a change in procedure which wo contemplate; I shall explain this in 
a few minutes. But the Council will already have realised that we are 
again at a critical stage in our financial career. The fieriod for which 
we were allowed a remission of the provincial contribution expire* tb« 
year and we have had to include in the budget for 1925-2f> on the expen- 
diture side the contribution of Its. 03 lakhs to Imperial Revenues. The 
framing of the budget in these circumstances has not been free from 
difficulty, and, as the Council will shortly hear, a good deal of it must 
for the present be of a provisional character. We have of course 
moved in the matter and requested that the remission be made per- 
manent, but unless and until we get a favourable answer to our claim 
for relief, we must assume that we are liable for the contribution. 1 
shall refer again to this question, but let me say here at the outset 
that unless the relief is continued, wo shall again lie in a desperate 
position with no hope of progress or development for some time to 
come. 

In introducing the budget last year, I gave an account of the general 
financial position from the date on which the reformed constitution 
cam# into being up to the beginning of the year 1923-24. I then pointed 
out to the Council that the first year's working, i.e. t 1921-22, ended in a 
deficit of Rs. 1, TO, 58, 000. Thanks to the remission of the provincial 
contribution, to retrenchment and to the imposition of new taxation, 
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we improved our position considerably in the following year and 
finished with a surplus of Rs. 23,41,000. This was not a real surplus 
however. It was due to an adjustment of capital expenditure of 
Rs. 29£ lakhs on the purchase of dredgers which ^ad been charged to 
revenue in 1921-22. Had we had in that year to pay our contribution we 
should have been in deficit to the extent of almost Rs. 40 lakhs. As 
for the year 1923-24, I anticipated that with some improvement in the 
proceeds from new taxation and further measures of retrenchment, we 
should have a surplus of Rs. 31 lakhs. Our revised estimate of receipts 
for the year as originally presented was Rs. 10,36,84,000 and of expen- 
diture Rs. 10,06,03,000. The estimate of receipts was modified in a later 
edition of the budget, on the basis of further actuals, to Rs. 10,29,84,000 
which turned out to be 2 \ lakhs above the actual figure for the year, 
in the details there were some variations. Better settlement recoveries 
led to increased receipts under Land Revenue, but there was a consider- 
able drop in the proceeds of the Amusement Tax and in medical receipts. 

On the expenditure side our estimate was in excess. There was 
less expenditure than we had anticipated on General Administration 
and Public Works and with other minor variations the ordinary expen- 
diture, excluding loan operations, was about Rs. 8} lakhs less than that 
which I anticipated this time last year. Bringing in loan and capital 
operations our total expenditure amount**! to Rs. 9,88,65,000 and the 
closing balance was Rs. 1,29,64,000 instead of Rs. 1,14,73,000 as taken 
in the revised estimates for 1924-25 as ultimately adopted. The year 
ended with a surplus of Rs. 38,72,000. Had we had to pay the provin- 
cial contribution to the Central Itevenues we should have been in deficit 
to the extent of Rs. 24,28,000. 

This brings me to the current year. The budget as finally presented 
to tlie Council provided for receipts of Rs. 10,26,98,000 and expenditure 
of Rs. 10,30,97,000. This is exclusive of the loan account. This 
included expenditure on new schemes to the extent of Rs. 35,89,000, 
schemes chiefly of a non-recurring character which we were able to 
meet from our accumulated balances, accumulations which had resulted 
from our economy, retrenchment and from the fact that our provincial 
contribution bad been remitted. We were not able to embark on 
schemas of a recurring character involving a permanent charge on our 
revenues, as we had still hanging over our heads the possible liability 
in future years o# having again to pay our provincial contribution. On 
the revenue side, I anticipated that there would be an improvement in 
our receipts from Land Revenue, Stamps and Excise. In these respects 
our anticipations are likely to be fulfilled. From Stamps and Excise 
we expect to reach the figure I adopted in the budget and the expected 
receipts under Land Revenue are just a little higher than the budget 
rati mat*. There are minor variations under the less important revenue 

1 1- - 1.. a. injiMAM A* TJ a Ol Inlflta nnilav Dftl nn4 Ha 'll. 
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lakhs under Industries, and a notable expected fall of Rs. 2J lakhs in the 
"receipt* from the Amusement Tax, and on the whole our receipts as we 
have now revised them will be nearly Its. 4$ lakhs over our original esti- 
mate. The figures ye Rs. 10,31,53,000 as against the original estimate 
of Rs. 10,26,98,000. 

The estimates of expenditure were considerably modified by 
the Council when the various grants were put forward for 
their acceptance. It will be remembered that the Council refused in 
their entirety the demands on the reserved side under the heads— 
Land Revenue, Stamps, Forests, Scheduled Taxes, Irrigation, Admin- 
istration of Justice, Jails and Ports and Pilotage. With the exception 
of Irrigation His Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the powers 
conferred on him by the Government of India Act, restored the full 
amounts of the demands in each case. In respect of the demand under 
Irrigation which was for a sum of Rs. 39,74,000 His Excellency restored 
Rs. 29,93,000 only, excluding among other items a sum of Rs. 6 lakhs 
for a contribution which Government had agreed to make to the Cor- 
poration of Calcutta towards the cost of the Ilidyadhari Spill Reservoir. 
This contribution had been promised on condition that the amount was 
voted by the Council, and, the condition not being fulfilled, Government 
were then unable to make the contribution. The Council also rejected . 
certain items in the Police Budget, but eight of these were restored. On 
the Transferred Side all the demands were voted, with the exception of 
two items in the Education and Medical Budgets — the Education Inspec- 
torate in the former, the Medical Establishment in the latter. 
These were, however, restored by the vote of the Council in the August 
Session. Further, the provision for the salaries of Ministers was refused 
at the time of voting of grants and this decision was reaffirmed at the 
August Session when the Council were given an opportunity of recon- 
sidering the question. The provision for the Civil Secretariat on the 
Transferred Side was also refused hv the Council hut the expenditure was 
authorised by His Excellency the Governor, as ulso u sum of Rs. 20,000 
to cover the contingent expenditure of the Ministers. I do not profuse 
to say any more about these refusals and restorations. They were fully 
dealt with in the communiques which were issued in May and July last 
and the facts are well known to all the members of Council. The effect, 
however, of these various decisions, including the supplementary grants 
voted in the August Session of the Council, was to reduce the total 
sanctioned expenditure from the figure of Rs. 10,30,97,000, which I 
had already submitted as the estimate of expenditure for the year, to 
Re. 10,20,83,000. On the information now before us, I do not think 
this latter figure will be worked up to. I estimate that the expenditure 
— taking the revenue account only— will he about B*. 21 J lakhs ehort 
of the sanctioned grant. To this several factors have contributed. 
We have saved much paper and many printing chargee by the fact that 
the Council meetings have been fewer during the current year — a 
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lonsequence of the Council's refusal to provide funds for the appoint-^ 
oaent of Ministers. The anticipated demand for our contribution 
owards the construction of the Ranchi Mental Hospital has not had to 
>e met during tha current year, as progress has #iot been such as to 
’fquire the Bihar anfi Orissa Government to call on us for the full* 
amount provided in the budget. The expenditure on Jails is likely 
o be about Its. 4} lakhs less than the budget provision, mainly due to 
liminished dietary charges for district jails consequent on an excep- 
ionally low jail population during the current year and to a diminished 
mtlay on raw materials for jail manufactures. Under the 

Administration ‘ of Justice a considerable saving is expected from 
ZJivil and Sessions Courts. The provision made was more than 
adequate to meet requirements for temporary Judges and Subordinate 
fudges, while there has been a saving owing to the fact that a larger 
lumber than usual of Provincial Service officers have been officiating in 
posts ordinarily reserved for members of the Indian Civil Service. 

In all departments the new rules for travelling allowance— drafted 
is a result of the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee — 
have diminished the charges for travelling allowance to a considerable 
extent. On the other hand, there is likely to be a large increase in 
the charges for superannuation allowances and pensions, owing 
apparently to a mistake or misunderstanding in the adjustment of the 
charges for previous years. In the loans part of the budget we expect 
a saving of over Rs. 41 lakhs — due to the fact that local bodies were not 
ready with their schemes. The variations have been explained in detail 
in the financial statement, and I need not enlarge on them further here. 

In the result we anticipate that we shall close the current year 
with a sui plus of Rs. 361 lakhs. Here again, let me observe that had 
we Jx>en burdened with our provincial contribution, we would have 
closed with a deficit of Rs. 261 lakhs. Our opening balancp at the , 
beginning of the year we estimated at Rs. 1,14,73,000. As I have 
already explained, our receipts and expenditure in 1923-24 wefe less 
than we had Anticipated, and the actual opening balance of 1924-25 
was Us. 1,29, 64, (MX). Adding to this the surplus of the current year we 
estimate that we shall have in ©ur balances at the close of the current 
year a sum of Rs, 1,66,15,000. I would again repeat that these accum- 
ulations are the result of economy, retrenchment, and the remission of 
our provincial contribution. Had our contribution not been remitted, 
all the efforts that we have made in the past three years would not have 
sufficed to enable us to balance our budget and be free from debt. 

In the coming year we have perforce to make provision for our 
contribution to the Central Revenues. *We have again represented to 
the Government of India the necessity — the vital necessity — for the 
permanent remission of that contribution. In doing so we have not 
abated our claim for an entire revision of the Heston Settlement, 
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bat pending such a ievision we contend that the continued remission 
of the contribution is vital to the needs of the Province. We cannot 
go on marking time and allowing the proceeds of our new taxation to be 
swallowed up merely in maintaining the normal wants of the administra- 
•tion without making any progress or development. The necessity for 
this remission will be abundantly clear from the facts 1 have already 
given regarding the current and past years. Had we to pay our contri- 
bution, w T e should have been heavily in deficit. This is still more con. 
firmed by the estimates for the coming year, and I now turn to the 
budget lot 1925-26. 

. In the coming year I anticipate a total revenue, Inclusive of loan 
(operations, of Rs. 10,55,11,000, an increase of about Its. 10J lakhs 
on the revised estimate of the current year. When members of Council 
proceed to examine the details they will at once be struck bv the fact 
that I have placed the excise revenue at Rs. 17 lakhs in excess of 
the figure for the ♦current year, and 1 have no doubt that we 
shall again hear the cry that Government is exploiting the vice 
of drink and drugs to secure revenue. The figures are, however, 
capable of explanation. It is true that we do anticipate larger revenue 
from this source. Thanks to improved means of administration, 
wo anticipate an increase of about Rs. 5 lukhs from the ordinary 
sources of excise roventy*. The difference between this and 
the figure of R». 17 lakhs which represents the total anticipated increase 
is the result of a revised system of accounting. Hitherto we have 
shown in t] <> receipts under the head fi Excise' ** the gain from the 
sale-proceeds of opium — this being the difference between the price 
paid to the Government of India for the opium and the receipts 
obtained by us. With the separation of Provincial and Central Accounts 
following on the Reforms we are now showing the total receipts from 
the sale of opium on the receipt side of the budget and the expenditure, 
that is the price we pay to the Government of India, on the expen- 
diture side. This accounts for the increase in the figure of receipts 
nexl year and it will be observed that there is a corresponding increase 
on the expenditure side. 

I have said that we expect an increase of almut 5 lakhs in the 
ordinary course. In this connection I should like to quote some figures 
to indicate the result of our Excise policy, a policy which has consis- 
tently been the restriction of the facilities for supply consistently 
with adequate control and safeguards against illicit traffic. Opium 
is rather a prominent question at the present time. Now, in 1913-14 
the consumption of this drug in Bengal amounted to 68,405 seem, in 
1923-24 the figure was 39,917 seers. In Calcutta itself in the same 
period consumption has been reduced from 21,268 seers to 12,000 sews. 
These are striking figures, which we attribute to the policy consis- 
tently followed in reducing facilities for supply, in restricting the 
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limits of possession and in keeping up the price. It is interesting in 
this connection to note that many of our local Advisory Boards show 
a marked disinclination towards reducing the facilities for, obtaining 
opium and direct their activities more towards abolishing ganja and 
country spirit shops, t And I may mention tiat we have at 
present under consideration a Bill in regard to opium-smoking of a 
very drastic character which we propose to put before the Council 
at an early date. The figures relating to country spirit and ganja are 
no less striking. The consumption of country spirit in 1913-14 waa 
822,971 gallons, in 1923-24 621,183 gallons, a decrease of 200,000 gallons. 
The consumption of ganja fell from 118,449 seers in 1913-14 to 66,619 
seers in 1923-24. I may add that we are considering the introduction of 
the tree-tax system in tari — the fixed fee system has been found unwork- 
able and better control will be obtained under the proposed new system. 
Another feature of some interest in this department is the extended manu- 
facture of commercial alcohol. This is very satisfactory’ in view of 
the severe competition of imported commercial spirit. 

The other main increase we anticipate in our revenues comes from 
Stamps. Trade conditions are improving and we should secure more 
benefit frcmi our enhanced taxation in the coming year. We .expect 
also to get an increased assignment from the Government of India 
in res{>ect of unified stamps. The present assignment dot's not 
adequately express the revenue really dfie to the Government of 
Bengal from the sale of such stamps for provincial transactions. I 
do not think we shall be far wrong in expecting an increase 
of Its. 10 lakhs over the figure for the current year. 

Head “ XIII — Irrigation Works ” for which Capital Accounts are 
kept shows a debit receipt in the coming year. I shall explain this 
later when dealing with the expenditure side, as the operations are 
largely in the nature of expenditure which is set off against the 
receipts. 

The variations in the other heads of our revenues are of a minor 
character and have been explained in the financial statement. In the 
result bur estimate for the coming year is Rs. 10,55,11,000, an 
increase of Rs. 10,54,000 over the revised of the current year. If we 
exclude loan operations our ordinary receipts are Rs. 10,45,16,000, 
which is Rs. 13,63,000 in excess of the current year’s figure as revised. 

Turning to expenditure, it was a criticism of last year’s budget 
debate that it was a budget with bo policy behind it. To some extent, 
I admitted this and attributed it in part to the fact that the Ministers 
had assumed office only a few days before the preparation of the budget 
and could hardly have been expected to frame a policy and furnish 
new schemes in accordance with that policy for inclusion in the budget. 

I also referred to the fact that by the procedure which we followed 
it was left to the Members of Government to explain the policy after 
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the Members of Council had discussed the budget merely on the facts 
presented by me and before they had had an opportunity of being 
informed of the policy of each department. In regard to this 
latter point, have now decided to revert to the procedure r 

which we followed some years ago, by which Members of Government 
introduce the particular budget heads relating to the departments 
in their charge and elucidate more fully their policy and the 
proposals for which they will next month put forward demands. This 
introduction will be made after I have concluded my remarks, and 
when members proceed to discuss the budget next week, they will thus 
he in possession of much more detailed information as regards the 
policy and the proposals of the various departments. I shall myself 
deal with the Transferred Departments, and I propose to speak on 
them before I sit down — elaborating at somewhat greater length than 
I would otherwise have done in the ordinary course of presenting the 
budget. I have referred to the fart that last year the Ministers had 
little or no time to frame a policy or frame schemes l>efore the prepara- 
tion of the budget. This year there are of course no Ministers and 
consequently no policy can be put forward by Minister* 
responsible to the Council. There is, however, u policy 
behind the budget for the year 1925-*6. The policy anti proposals 
in the Transferred Departments are those of His Excellency the 
Governor himself, who is nov£ administering the Transferred Depart- 
ments- responsible neither to the Council nor to the Secretary of 
State— hut I venture to think that the proposals which will be put 
forward will he acceptable to the Council, and will meet with 
the concurrence of any Ministers who may lx* appointed. 

The proposals for expenditure for which provision has l>een inserted 
in the budget, as 1 now present it, contemplate an expenditure of 
Its. Il,4*tll,(XK) which is Its. 13(5 lakhs beyond the revised estimate 
of the current year and about Its. 89 lakhs over and above our revenue. 
These *figures may astonish the Council — Rs. 13(5 lukhs more than the 
current year and Rs. 89 lakhs beyond our income. Well, we have, as 
I have already explained, to provide for Its. 63 lakhs towards our provin- 
cial contribution. We have to do this according to the Devolution 
Rules. Then there is the normal expansion due to the increment# 
of salaries, etc., partly as a consequence of the decision cm the Lee 
Commission Report, and finally there are proposals for new expenditure* 
amounting to Rr. 58 j lakhs. This pew expenditure we are able to meet 
because of the accumulations in our balances to which I have already 
alluded. The new expenditure is almost entirely of a non-recurring' 
character, only about Rs. 9 lakhs being in the nature of a permanent 
charge. But I desire here to emphasise one point and that is that 
if we do not secure the remission of our provincial contribution, all 
this expenditure will not be possible and we shall have to reconsider 
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the position. We have, however, made this provision in the hope that^, 
this remission will continue : otherwise it will be necessary to conserve 
our resources in order to meet the deficit that would be caused by the 
continued payment of this contribution. Let rpe here explain our 
financial position as it^would be if we incurred no new expenditure. As 
regards officers under the new time-scales of pay we have with more 
experience got on to more accurate estimates and generally the estimate 
of expenditure at which we have now arrived represents, I think, 
fairly accurately the cost of the administration of the Province on 
the existing restricted lines. Budgetting for the ordinary activities 
of the Province and including our provincial contribution we have 
arrived at a figure of expenditure of Us. 10,78,23,000. This is exclu- 
sive of loan operations. This figure does not however provide for 
normal expenditure on public works because it only allows for expendi- 
ture on works in progress and makes no provision for any new works. 
But taking this figure our ordinary expenditure to carry on the adminis- 
tration represents an excess of Its. 33 lakhs over our income — in other 
words by the payment of our provincial contribution the budget is a 
deficit one to the extent of Us. 33 lakhs. It would lie considerably more 
in deficit if the normal figure for expenditure on public works were 
included. That is our position — Us. 33 lakhs in deficit — and we should 
have to conserve our balances to meet t Inpayment of that sum annually 
until our position improved or we secured complete remission. It is fcrr 
this reason that the promised new expenditure must he treated for the 
moment as provisional. But we hojK‘ that our contribution will not be 
levied again and that we shall he able, subject to the eoncurrenee of 
the Council in voting the amounts for the various new schemes, to 
carry them out to completion. 

These new schemes are set out in the explanations given in the 
financial statement, hut as lust year I propose to refer briefly to the » 
more important schemes -the various Members-in-charge will deal more 
fully with them in introducing the various heads of the budget, and 
again following last year’s procedure, I shall take under the main 
departmental heads the portions of the Civil "Works Budget which 
appertain to those departments. In dealing with the various depart- 
ments I shall also touch on any important variation which affects 
the budget provision as distinct from the new schemes which will be 
met from the Rs. 584 lakhs to which I have referred. 

Let me first take the subjects on the Reserved Side. 

Under Land Revenue there is an increase over this year’s revised 
estimate of about Rs. 7 lakjis. Of this Rs. 3} is due to a change 
in the system of accounting in regard to the payment of cesses 
from Government eatotea. Hitherto this has been debited against the 
management and improvement grant of Government estates to 
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the extent of the difference between the demand and the recoveries of 
•such cesses. In future this charge will not proceed against this grant, 
and while the cesses payable will be debitable to the provision for 
the management of # Government estates, the recoveries will be shown 
on the receipt side of the budget. An increase to ft somewhat correspond- 
ing extent can be observed under the Revenue head. Survey and 
Settlement show a normal increase due to the development of existing 
operations. 

On Forests there will be less expenditure. In the current year 
there were special provisions for development and these are not required 
in the coming year. 

I have already referred to the fact that the Receipt head “ XIII — 
Irrigation, Navigation and Drainage Works for which capital accounts 
are kept ” shows a minus figure. This particular head refers to pro- 
jects, the receipts and expenditure of which are treated on a commer- 
cial basis, and the budget figure represents the net revenue — that is 
gross receipts less working expenses. In the coining veur although a 
slight increase in revenue is expected, working expenses on the other 
hand will Ik* considerably in excess of the current year’s figure. These 
working expenses include “ Extensions and impn fvement " us well us 
“Maintenance and lepuirs*. Three important improvements are 
intended — the reconstruction of three bridges — the Dum-Dum bridge 
over the Circular Canal and the Alipore and Tollygunge Bridges over 
Tolly’s Nulla. The charges of these reconstructions are shared by the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust, the Calcutta Corporation and Govern- 
ment. Under “ Repairs and maintenance ” much leeway has to 
be made up. Expenditure has been kept down in recent years— partly 
because of financial stringency and partly because the Council refused 
to vote supplies. It is im iterative that no further deterioration 1 m* allow- 
ed in some of the more important channels of communication, and we 
shall* have to spend more than Rs. 2 lakhs over this year’s figure to 
clear the channels ami maintain steamer communications. Naturally 
with thi< extra work establishment charges must also increase consi- 
derably. 

On the expenditure side, under the head “ Irrigation expenditure 
financed from ordinary revenue ” there is an increase next year over 
the revised estimate of the current year of Rs. d lakhs. The increase 
I is primarily under new works, with a consequent increase in ostablish- 
‘ ment charges. Rupees 2,90,000 has been provided for continuing the 
work of remodelling the Hoorhoora Khal, Rs. 1,09,000 for retiring and 
widening the Buxj Khnl, Rs. 17,000 for surveys on the Daraodar 
Embankment, in the Nadia rivers and in the Burdwan and Bankura 
districts and Rs. 25,000 for the Amirabad Drainage project. There are 
also a few new works of somewhat minor importance. 
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Heads 16 and 65 of the Expenditure Budget go together. This has 
been explained in some detail in the paragraph of the Financial State- 
ment relating to Head 65 as I have already stated, and I do not propose 
to enlarge here on the technicalities of the budget in regard to this 
expenditure. If the explanation given in the Financial Statement is. 
not quite dear to any one, it will be much easier to explain it across 
the table. I desire here to mention only what is being done. This 
year wo are widening the Madaripur Bhil route and dredging the 
Lower Kumar river at a cost of Rs. 3} lakhs, and there has been some 
expenditure on dredging operations in the Bidyadhari. Next year it 
is proposed to spend Rs. 1,55,000 on widening, dredging and improving 
and there is thus a considerable drop in the expenditure next year. 

The General Administration Budget is Rs. 6} lakhs over that of the 
revised of the current year. This is accounted for partly by the fact 
that provision hus been made for Ministers at the full salary hitherto 
paid. This provision follows past practice but is of course liable to 
change should there be any alteration in the number of Ministers. 
Then there is the inclusion of a sum of Its. 83,000 for the appoint- 
ment of Circle Officers for the furtherance of the policy for the develop- 
ment of village self-government. This is a recurring item of expendi- 
ture and although it appears in the budget under a reserved head, it 
is really in the interests of the transferred department of Local Self- 
Government. Again, we have had to provide the full amount for 
the Legislative Council in anticipation of a renewal of its normal 
activities. These variations together with the usual normal expansion 
of the department, increments of salaries and the like, account for the 
total increaHc in the budget provision. There are certain provisions in 
the Civil Works Budget which may appropriately be alluded to here, as 
they refer to buildings necessary for the general administration of the 
Province on the magisterial and revenue side. Among these are new 
Subdivisional Court buildings at Siliguri — the former buildings were 
destroyed by fire last year; an extension of the Dacca Collectorate to 
provide accommodation for the office of the Superintendent of Police, 
and an extension of the Subdivisional Court buildings at Netrakona in 
the Mymensingh district — also a subdivisional office with sub-treasury 
and guard room at Gopalganj. It is also proposed to construct quarters 
for officers at Netrakona, Chandpur and Patuakhali. 

There is a slight increase over the revised estimate in the provision 
under Administration of Justice, but the figure is considerably below 
that originally entered in the budget of 1924-25. A sum of Rs. i, 88, 000 
of new expenditure, involving an ultimate expenditure of Rs. 3} lakhs* 
Juts been provided in the Civil Works Budget to meet a long-felt want 
in the matter of Civil Court buildings and residences for Munsifs. New 
Munsifis are proposed at Chandpur, Rajbari, Munahiganj, and addi- 
tions and alterations to the Civil Court buildings at Mymensingh, 
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Rangpur and Chittagong, and residences for Munsifs at Chikandi and 
Raiganj. 

The Jails Budget provides for the ordinary administration and the 
figures are based q$i past experience. A new item is a provision of 
•Rs. 18,000 for tube wells in the Hijli Jail, and provision has also*been 
made for the maintenance of persons restrained and confined in the jails 
under the provisions of Ordinance I of 1924. 

The Police Budget is about Its. 3 lakhs in excess of the revised esti- 
mate of the current year. The additional expenditure is due partly to 
the increase in pay consequent cm the report of the Lee Commission, 
and partly to rather larger provision for Travelling 'Allowance but 
chiefly to the increased expenditure required for the additional tempo- 
rary establishment which it has l>een found necessary to entertain to 
deal with the great increase in work that has resulted from the activities 
of the revolutionary party. In the Civil Works Budget Its. 40, 000 
have been allotted for the construction of barracks for married con- 
stables in the Jalpaiguri police lines. A sum of Rs. 8} lakhs has also 
been provided towards the carrying out of the Calcutta Police buildings 
scheme. This scheme, it may be remembered, was before tho Council 
last August, and although the need for improved buildings was 
generally admitted, the Council rejected the scheme on other grounds. 
I shall leave it to the Hon’ We Memlier in charge of the Police Depart- 
ment to deal more particularly with this question, hut I may say that 
it is proposed to recoup this and any further exi*?nditure from the loan 
which it is hoped to take if our contribution to the Central Revenues 
is remitted. 

The Education Reserved Department have made provision for expen- 
diture on ordinary lines and in conformity with the Code of European 
Schools. The only new item is the provision of Rs. 61,000 for the 
EntallyHlrphanage. This Orphanage provides for between 400 and 600 
orphan children who are absolutely destitute. The central building of 
this Orphanage, which was erected in 1859, has been condemned as 
dangerous for human habitation. One hundred and seventeen children 
belonging to the Orphanage have had to evacuate the premises and are 
at present being lodged in other dormitories which are already full. 
The result is that these 1 17 children have to sleep on the floor on 
mattresses brought in each night and taken out each morning. In some 
cases these children have had to sleep under the beds of other children. 
The cost of rebuilding the central block is estimated to be Rs. 1,22,000. 
The committee of management are prepared to raise half the estimated 
cost from private sources and Government propose to provide the other 
half. 

The Council will doubtless be more interested in seeing what is 
to be done in the Transferred Departments. His Excellency has 
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had no Ministers to advise him and he has therefore had to proceed 
cautiously realising: that Ministers may again be appointed and be 
responsible with him for the administration in 1925-26 of the funds 
provided for Transferred subjects. Some of the proposals are not yet 
fully determined; they have been accepted in principle by Government 
but have not been worked out in full detail or adopted by local autho-‘ 
rities, and therefore though the provisions in the budget for some of the 
schemes may appear small, they represent only the expenditure in the 
initial stages, the amount only that can be. spent in 1925-26. Larger 
and perhaps gradually increasing provision will be required in succeed- 
ing years. 

The Council will remember that last year Mr. Das put forward 
a constructive proposal of development and they were subsequently 
informed that I was in touch with him over one particular proposal. 
That proposal had reference to the public health establiffliment of 
local authorities in the districts, primarily District Boards. The 
proposal was in its essentials on lines which had been worked out some 
time ago by our Director of Public Health. I at once put 
Dr. Bentley on to Mr. Das' suggested scheme and when members of 
the Council look into the budget, they will find under the head of Public 
(Health a sum of Rs. 1,25,000, a recurring item, for subsidies to District 
' Boards for the creation of public health organisations. The sum may 
appear small, but as I have said, this is cfVily the amount that is likely 
to be spent (hiring 1925-26. The scheme will shortly be placed l>efore 
District Boards for their opinion and if it is accepted many details 
will have to be workwl out before the establishment can lx* apjxnnted. 
We do not expect that this will be finished till later on in the year, 
and consequently District Boards will not have to incur much expen- 
diture during 1925-26. But we realise that it will involve much 
heavier expenditure in the future. It is of course possible that this 
sum may he exceeded during the coming year, but I do not think that 
there should Ik* any difficulty in enhancing the provision later on in 
the year, provided our provincial contribution is remitted. I may 
mention here that the District Board of the 24-Parganas are about to 
embark on u scheme of this kind, and Government have already decided 
to make a grant of Us. 25,000 to this Board in 1925-26 to assist them 
in setting up a public health organisation in the district. TEis is of 
course subject to the Council passing the provision in the budget, but 
I am sure the Council will agree with Government that every encourage- 
ment should be given to local bodies in their efforts in this direction. 
It is the hope of Government that other District Boards will follow this 
highly creditable action on the part of the District Board of the 24- 
Parganas. 

I have mentioned this particular question of public health organisa- 
tions here as a separate item, as an indication that we are not slow 
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(although the working out may be a slow process) to consider proposals 
which are put before us by members of this Council. And that we 
are not unmindful of the Transferred Departments, and are fully anxious 
to do what we can to meet their wants, will be evidenced from the various 
schemes for which \fe have made provision, to which I shall now refer 
under the appropriate heads. May 1 here inteVject that of the new 
expenditure proposed, nine lakhs is recurring, the balance non-recurring. 
We cannot provide more recurring expenditure until the remission of 
our annual contribution is assured — it may be dithcult to meet even 
this expenditure if we have to pay our contribution and the matter may 
demand re-examination. Now, with two trifling exceptions the whole 
of this recurring expenditure is for the benefit of the Transferred 
Departments. I include in this the provision for circle officers -which 
appears in the General Administration budget, a reserved head — as 
these officers are intended primarily for the administration of trans- 
ferred subjects. 

Let me revert to the budget beads in their order. Excise shows an 
increase which is due to the reasons I have explained, ri;., the dtdiit of 
the total amount jmyable to the Government of India for opium supplied 
for the requirements of the Presidency. 

Education is the chief spending department on the transferred side 
and the Education Budged, t^je Council will Ik* gahl to hear, is nearly 
7 lakhs in excess of tin* provision < » f the current year. W ith the excep- 
tion of Public Works, this branch of our activities lias secured the 
biggest share in the distribution of new expenditure. Last year it will 
Ik* renieml>erod that there was considerable criticism liecuusc wo had 
made no provision in the Budget for assistance to the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, and it was explained that this was liecause wo were ikH in posses- 
sion of information as to the extent of the relief required. Isiter 
in the year we put forward a supplementary demand and eventually a 
grant oPRs. 2,d0,000 was made to the University. This grant 
was intended to cover the deficit then existing in the University's 
finances. The question of giving further assistance to the University 
by a recurring grant which would cover the gap between revenue and 
expenditure — a gap on tjje wrong side — remained for consideration. 
The extent of this gap is still under examination by the University 
authorities and until they have arrived at their conclusions it will 
not be possible to say how far assistance from provincial revenues is 
required. Assistance Government are prepared to give, and although 
we are not aware as to the actual extent to whidt it will be required 
we have reason to believe that it will not exceed two lakhs, and we have 
inserted a provision of that amount in the budget. 

There are many educational problems relating to secondary and 
primary education. One of the most important and perhaps the most 
urgent is the pay of teachers in non-Government secondary 
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schools. Let me assure the Council that we all sympathise with the 
position of these ill-paid teachers and desire to assist in improving their 
position. To that end we have made a recurring provision of three 
lakhs which we think will go a considerable way towards ameliorating 
the conditions under # which they serve. The scffeme still requires to 
l>e completed in detail in consultation with local authorities, and the 
Education Department will probably not be in a position to require 
more than this sum before the 31st March 1926. We, of course, realise 
that this is but a beginning and that in future years this provision will 
have to be considerably increased. In primary education it is encourag- 
ing to find that Mr. Biss’ scheme is making steady if slow progress. 
As the Council is no doubt aware, the Government have undertaken to 
meet half the cost, recurring and non-recurring, of introducing schemes 
for primary education on the lines of Mr. Biss’ report, where the 
local authorities undertake to meet the other half either from their 
own funds or by levying an education cess. The annual provision 
of Its. 76,000 will now be fully utilised in meeting recurring 
liabilities on account of schemes already sanctioned. Side by side 
with Mr. Biss’ scheme we are carrying on the Panchayati 
Union scheme. Under this scheme grants are made to District Boards 
to enable them to establish one primary school in every Panchayati 
Union in the Province. Of 7,012 unions in the Province, 8,394 have 
already been provided with schools. The Sum of one lakh which has been 
allotted for this purpose will enable District Boards to construct 100 
additional schools. Another item of new expenditure is a building 
grant to the Church Missionary Society High School at Garden Reach. 
This school caters for the educational needs of a large Moslem popula- 
tion and is doing excellent work in a backward locality where there is 
no other good school. It is also proposed to convert the existing hors© 
bus service for the Bethune College into a motor bus service. This 
scheme will effect an economy in recurring expenditure as thy runnings 
of ‘the motor bus sendee will cost practically Rs. 2, 000 \ year less than 
the present hors© bus service. In all we have provided nearly’ Rs. 8 
lakhs of new expenditure in aid of Education. 

In the Education port of the Civil Worly* Budget we have made 
provision for a hostel for Muhammadan students at the Chittagong 
College and a Hindu hostel for students of the Krishnagar College. 
We also propose to extend the Muhammadan hostel attached to the 
B&raset Government High School and construct new dormitories for 
Dr. Khastgir’s High School for Girls at Chittagong. Repairs to the 
Jagannath Intermediate College building and hostels is the only other 
educational work in this part of the Civil Works Budget. 

The Medical Budget for 1925-26 approximates to that for the current 
year, hut is three lakhs in excess of the revised figure. Lunatic asylums 
are responsible. As I have already explained, the full provision in this 
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year’s budget was not required to pay Bihar and Orissa for the the con- 
structkm of the Central Mental Hospital for Indians at Ranchi. The 
hospital is expected to be opened in 1925-26, and we shall have to pay 
our own contributions not only for the building but also for furniture 
and equipment, and* there will also be the charts for maintenance as 
well as for transferring the lunatics confined in our asylums to Ranchi. 
We have also agreed to pay in 1925-26 three half-yearly contributions 
to the European Mental Hospital instead of two as hitherto in order 
to avoid interest charges on a loan. This asylum must have a large 
working capital and this was originally provided by a loan from Central 
Revenues. With contributing provinces paying their commitments 
in advance, it will be possible to avoid interest charges on such a loan. 
In future years there will of course be only two payments. 

The provision made last year for encouraging local bodies to increase 
the number thana and village dispensaries is repeated. There has 
been an encouraging response from local Ixxlies to the offer made some 
time ago by Government, vi:. t a grant of Us. 500 ]x*r annum in the 
1 case of each thana dispensary and Rs. 250 jx*r annum in the case of 
village dispensaries. The full amount of the Government allotment lias, 
however, so far not been utilised as there is a very definite limit to the 
increased charges bn* medical expenditure which local bodies can incur 
from their own funds. The citation of a public health organisation with 
sub-assistant surgeons in charge of each public health circle— if this 
scheme receives the support of local Ixxlies — will add enormously to the 
facilities for obtaining medical attendance which the fixtxl dispensary 
system only partially provides, while at the same time the preventive 
work of the new staff should help apjncriably towards the reduction 
of disease. 

As regards medical schools, full provision has been made for the 
Mymensisgh Medical School. Government, I may say. ***« anxious to 
provide additional facilities for medical education outside Calcutta — 
partly in the hope that an increased output of students with the hub- 
assistant surgeon’s qualification may ultimately lead to the settlement 
of a large number of doctors in their native districts, although the 
rewards of private practice may he modest. If the public health 
organisation scheme is taken up by the local Ixxlies, who may add, m 
time goes on, to the minimum staff which Government now desire to 
create, an appreciable number of oj>enings will be provided for men 
qualifying from local schools. Schemes for the establishment of new 
medical schools are actually under consideration, but the local proposals 
have not yet in any case reached a stage at which Government may 
make any definite promise of financial assistance. 

In the Civil Works Budget we have provided nearly Its. 2 lakhs on 
medical projects, the most important of which is a hostel for the 
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students of the Bonaldshay Medical School at Burdwan at a cost of 
over Its. 1J lakhs. 

Continuing the policy of assisting the Transferred Departments in 
so far as we are able from our resources and in sp far as a policy can 
and has been determined— we have allotted increased sums for certain 
Public Health purposes. The total budget grant is less than that of the 
current year; this is entirely due to the fact that local municipalities 
have no schemes in readiness towards which they desire Government 
assistance. Last year there were eight local authorities for whom 
grants were provided to assist in schemes of water-supply and drainage. 
In the coming year there are also eight but several are of a petty 
character, and instead of having to provide about Rs. 8 lakhs 
as we did last year the demand in the coming year is oniv 
Rs. 2J lakhs. There is one item which to all appearance seems 
petty, but it is really an item of great importance. I refer to the provi- 
sion of Rs. 1,000 as a grant towards the Bhatpara sewerage scheme. 
This scheme is estimated to cost Rs. 18 lakhs and should improve in a 
striking degree the sanitary conditions of this important industrial 
centre. The mill-owners are contributing Rs. 11 J lakhs and the muni- 
cipality Rs. 50,000 to the scheme, and Government propose t<? 
contribute the remaining third. For the moment. We propose to ask 
the Council merely to vote Its. 1,000 out of this total grant of 
Rs. ti lakhs wdth the full knowledge that tliey thereby commit themselves 
to the full grant of Rs. (> lakhs w'hen the Rs. 12 lakhs now in the han^s 
of the local committee has been expended. It is obviously impossible 
for the municipality and the mill authorities to proceed to sfxmd their 
contributions unless they are first satisfied that they will receive the 
usual Government grants of one-third when the funds now in their hands 
have been exhausted. I should have liked to have seen the total Budget 
provision for Publi(‘ Health at last year’s figure, but even as it is, we 
have made a considerable advance. I have already referred to the scheme* 
for public health organisations in the districts. Another question of 
great importance is that of the rural water-supply and I am pleased to be 
able to tell the Council that we have increased the provision from 
Rs. 50,000 in the present year to Rs. 2 A lakhs in the coming year. 
A scheme by which Government will co-operate with local authorities 
in impnwing the water-supply of the Province has been elaborated 
and wdll be placed before District Boards very shortly. In furtherance 
of that scheme we anticipate that not more than Rs. 2 A lakhs will 
he required next year and we have accordingly provided for this 
amount. But I must point out that Government assistance in this 
matter is after all merely an earnest of Government’s desire to stimulate 
local authorities in their endeavours to cc^e with this urgent problem. 
It is clear that an adequate supply of good water can never be 
supplied if the local people and local authorities rely mainly on 
Government .subsidies. The real hope, in our opinion, lies in the 



INTRODUCTION OF THE BUDGET 


100 


r ml] 

rapid expansion of Union Boards, the members of which will have 
a direct personal interest in making good the deficiencies of their local 
water-supply. 

As regards kala-aiar, promising results have already been obtained. 
Local bodies have interested themselves in organising anti-kala-a*ar 
measures and there has been a gratifying increase in the number of cases 
treated. The policy of Government is to encourage local bodies, to 
employ special kala-azar doctors, and also to train dispensary officers 
in the technique of diagnosis and the latest methods of treatment. 
Grants have been made to voluntary organisations who have done 
useful work in extending facilities for treatment in various parts of 
Bengal. 

As regards anti-malarial measures, Government for the moment 
rely largely on the Central Anti-malarial Co-o[**rativ© Society, of 
which Rai Bahadur Dr. G. (\ Clmtterji is the moving spirit, in 
enlightening the villagers as to the nature of the disease and the 
method of infection: most useful work has been done by the Society 
in organising branch societies bv means of the subsidies placed at 
Rai Bahadur Dr. G. C. Chatterji’s disposul by Government. His 
societies 'are based on the co-operative principle and their accounts 
are subject to audit. 

The only new provisions ufidcr Agriculture proper in the Agricul- 
ture Budget are Its. 2f>,00() for measures for the eradication of the 
water-hyacinth, and Rs. 0,000 odd for investigation into the possibilities 
of improving the date sugar industry in Bengal. Effect bus been given 
after very full and detailed consideration to the recommendations of 
the Retrenchment Committee in so far as they were found possible in 
accordance with the determined policy of Government, but provision 
has of course to be made for the increments of salaries and normal 
expansion generally, and the Budget stands somewhat higher than last 
year. The provision of Rs. 25,000 fc r expenditure on water-hyacinth 
operations is not really a new charge. In the current year's budget 
there is a provision of Rs. 4,500 for the purpose. The water- hyacinth 
pest has become a serious menace to Bengal. It not only impedes 
navigation but has Income a positive danger to cultivation. Tho experi- 
ments undertaken by the Agricult ure Department with Griffiths' spray 
have established the efficacy of the spray in destroying the weed, but 
further investigations and experiments, which are necessary before it 
can be applied on a large scale, are being now carried on. The task 
of eradicating the pest, however, is of such magnitude that it is 
impossible for Government alone to undertake it with success. Much 
therefore depends on the co-operation of the public, local bodies, and 
other organisations for the success of a campaign against this plant. 
With this end in view, a committee consisting of officials and non- 
officials has been formed for devising measures for combating the evil. 
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As regards the scheme for the investigation of the possibilities of 
improving the date-sugar industry in Bengal, it may be noted that 
experiments in this direction have been undertaken for some time past! 
Provision for an expert officer for this purpose was made in the budget 
for 1922-23, but owjpg to the imperative necessity for economy this 
scheme had to be held over. It is now proposed to depute an officer 
of the Chemical Section during the cold weather of 1926-26 to make 
enquiries in localities where date-palms grow in abundance. 

In his speech in the debate on the current year’s budget the 
late Minister (Mr. Ghuznavi) explained in detail the policy under- 
lying the working of the Agriculture Department and it is needless 
to go over the same ground again. It will suffice to say that the same 
policy is being continued so far as funds permit. One of the important 
items in that policy is the establishment of a farm in each district 
for the purposes of investigation, experiment, and demonstration. 
Next year it is proposed to establish two farms at Krishnagar and 
Malda, and provision for land acquisition and the construction of 
buildings has been made under “41- Civil Works.” A farm is also 
proposed in the Chittagong Hill Tracts with special reference to the 
development of cotton cultivation. As indicated in the speech of the 
late Minister, steps have lieen taken to run the demonstration section 
of the farms on business lines. The contingent expenditure on the 
farms has also been scrutinised by an Accounts Officer with a 
view to curtailing all avoidable expenditure. The problem of agri- 
cultural education has also been engaging the serious considera- 
tion of Government. A recent conference of officials and non- 
officials, which was called to advise on the matter, has made some 
important recommendations on the subject of agricultural education 
in secondary schools. These recommendations are now receiving 
consideration. 

Under Co-operative Credit we have provided the first instalment of 
expenditure on a scheme for entertaining additional staff for Co-opera- 
tive Irrigation works in the Burdwan Division. The total expenditure 
is estimated at Its. 1,14,000. The question of irrigation is of vital 
importance to agriculture in the high lands and comparatively dry tracts 
of Western Bengal. In a country where agriculture is dependent 
on a rainfall not well distributed throughout the cultivating season, 
the importance of irrigation is obvious. Thanks to the spirit of self- 
help and co-operation of the people and the wise guidance of their 
leaders, a renjedy for this evil has been found in the re-excavation of 
irrigation tanks and the construction of irrigation works through 
co-operative credit societies. Gratifying progress has already been made 
in the districts of Bonkura and Birbhum in the formation of co-opera- 
tive irrigation societies and their example has spread to the neighbour- 
ing districts of Hooghly, Burdw&n and Midnapore. On the 31st 
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January last there were no less than 180 such societies in existence 
in the Western Bengal districts. Approximately 52,000 bighaa of land 
will be irrigated by these societies. 

. In the Industries Department there are two nqjv schemes— the first 
is a grant to the Calcutta Blind School for the construction of build- 
ings and purchase of equipment and furniture. This school, apart from 
being in an unsuitable rented house, has been affected by the opera- 
tions of the Improvement Trust, and it is now intended to build new 
premises at Behala at a total cost of over Its. 1} lakhs. The Governors 
have raised substantial funds for this purpose and Government propose 
to give assistance to this scheme to the extent of half a lakh. The 
second is Rs. 43,000 for a new building for the Kanchrupara Technical 
School. The present arrangement under which the school is held in 
some of Ihe rooms of the Indian Students’ Hostel is unsatisfactory and 
the erection of a new school building is urgently required. We also 
intend to build a Research laboratory for the Industrial Chemist 
in proximity to the premises of the Research Tannery. This officer 
is at present handicapped in his work in the absence of an indepen- 
dent and .properly equipped laboratory. Provision for the scheme has 
been made in the Civil Works Budget. 

Coming to “ 41 — Civil Wqfks ” proper we intend to embark on 
schemes estimated eventually to cost about Rs. 14 lakhs, of which we pro- 
pose to spend Rs. 9 lakhs in 1925-20. There are three schemes. The 
first concerns the Grand Trunk Road. This road between Howrah and 
Paltaghat is in poor condition and the attention of Government has 
repeatedly been drawn to this both by members of the Council and by 
the public. The bad state of the road is due entirely to the narrow 
width of the metalled surface and to heavy lorry traffic. It is now 
proposed to increase the metalled width to 24 feet and to effect other 
improvements to the surfacing at a cost of about Rs. 4 lakhs, of which 
it is proposed to spend Rs. 2 lakhs in 1925-26. The second deals with 
the roads on the Maidan. These compare very unfavourably with the 
asphalted roads of the Calcutta Corporation in Calcutta, but gradual 
improvements have been made by surfacing them with tar-macadam. 

A sum of Rs. 2,87 ,000 has been provided to carry on this work, and it is 
anticipated that this sum will Ik* sufficient to pave with tar-macadam all 
the roads on the Maidan, except the Red Road and Queensway. This 
improvement will lead to a considerable saving in the cost of mainten- 
ance. The third main scheme is the Rishi Road between Teesta Bridge 
and Ealimpong. Government have a valuable estate at Kalimpong 
which they are converting into a residential area, but owing to the 
difficulty of access it has not so far become popular or remunerative. 
There is an existing cart road from the TeestA Valley to Kalimpong, 
but it is narrow and winding and is only fit for bullock carts and 
pa^k animals. The estimated cost of improving the road in order to make 
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it suitable for passengers and vehicles, is Rs. 4,20,000 excluding improve- 
ments to the Teesta Bridge, and a sum of Rs. 2,50,000* is proposed to- 
be spent on this work in 1925-26. The execution of this work, together 
with improvements to the Teesta Bridge, will afford easy communica- 
tion between Kalimjfong and the plains, and it is expected that this 
will result in a considerable addition to the receipts from Government 
estates. Two smaller projects are the rebuilding of the bridge over 
the Haridaspur kbal on the Calcutta- Jessore Road and the realignment 
of the Buxa Forest Road from Alipur-Duars to Rajabhatkhwa. A new 
subdivisionnl office and a residence for the Public Works Department 
officer at Kalimpong are also set down for construction in 1925-26. 
Lastly a reserve of Rs. 50,000 has been provided to pay the Government 
share of certain contribution works, including the Duars roads, and 
to meet unforseen charges in road work now in progress. t 

Turning to our loan programme we expect to recover in 1925-26 
Rs. 8,08,000 in repayment of advances made to agriculturists, co-opera- 
tive societies, municipalities and district boards together with loans 
under the Drainage and Embankment Act. Next year we propose 
to lend Rs. 7,30,000, including Rn. 1,00,000 for loans to co-operative 
irrigation societies, Rs. 90,000 for loans to weaving and industrial 
unions and societies, Rs. 2,25,000 for advances to agriculturists under 
the Land Improvement and Agricultural Loans Act and Rs. 2,49 000 
to municipalities and district boards, 'rtiis last item is made up almost 
entirely of a loan of Rs. 2,00,000 to the Dacca Municipality for their 
sewerage scheme. There are certain other schemes for which we 
should like to borrow, hut until was are on a sound financial basis and 
have secured the remission of our contribution, we are not in a position 
as the Council will have realised from what I have said, to bear the 
charges of any loan. Tf our contribution is waived, proposals for 
borrowing will be put before the Council in the rains session. 

There is little under the other heads requiring comment* from me*. 
They are dealt with at sufficient length in the financial statement. I 
mav refer, however, to the expenditure in England by the ITigli Com- 
missioner, which shows an increase of Rs. 8 lakhs. This is due to the 
fact that we anticipate a larger number of officers on leave this year, 
while overseas pay, following on the recommendations of the Lee Com- 
mission, will now be paid in England. This must swell the High Com- 
missioner’s budget, but at the same time the other various budget heads 
are less than they would otherwise have been, by the transfer from 
them to the head of “ Expenditure in England ”, of the amounts pay- 
able as overseas allowances. 

I have now given a brief (rutline of our programme of new expendi- 
ture and of the more noticeable variations in the various budget heads, 
and I think the Council will realise that we have not been backward 
in paying attention to the wants of the transferred departments. The 
Council will,^ perhaps, desire to know how this new expenditure stands 
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in concrete figures as between the reserved and the transferred depart- 
jiients. The proposed new expenditure in 1925-26 is Its. 58$ lakhs. 
This includes Rs. 8$ lakhs for Calcutta police buildings to be eventually 
recouped from a loan. The balance of Its. 50 lakhs represents expen- 
diture on schemes which will eventually ^ost on completion 
Its. 71$ lakhs. All the schemes will not be completed in the coming 
year and a certain amount will have to be found in future years. In 
making a comparison between reserved and transferred departments, 
we must take this figure, the total ultimate expenditure of Its. 71$ lakhs. 
Now, out of this sum and following the strictly technical division 
between reserved and transferred, Its. 61$ lakhs have been allotted to the 
reserved and Rs. 40 lakhs to the transferred dejwirt meats. This is 
more in favour of the transferred departments than it seems, 
for thqre are some items in the reserved budget which nre really 
matters of a transferred character. There is the Us. 88,000 
for circle officers for work in the transferred dejmrtmontH, while a good 
deal of the Irrigation expenditure is connected with problems of drain- 
age and sanitation. Then, again, there are items such us roads, bridges, 
waterworks and a farm (in the Chittagong Hill Tracts) which find a 
place iiv the reserved budget, because they are in reserved areas. If 
we exclude the non-recurring item Civil Works, the expenditure on 
which is fairly equally divided as between reserved and transferred 
departments — the reserved sfdt* gets under Us. 15 lakhs and the trans- 
ferred over lts. 24 lakhs. If we take the expenditure for the year 
1925-26 onlv, the figures art' as follows: — Reserved Us. 20 lakhs, 1 rans- 
ferred Its. 29$ lakhs; or, excluding Civil oiks, Ueserved Us. < lakhs, 
Transferred Us. 17$ lakhs. On these figures we may, I think, claim 
credit that Government have been attending to tin* needs of the trans- 
ferred departments. I wish, and I sjieak for my colleagues as well us 
for myself, we could have done more. Hut the demands <ff these depart- 
ments art* so largely of a character that involves recurring expenditure 
and permanent charges on our revenues that it is not |K>ssible for us 
to proceed further until our financial position is settled, and that will 
not be until, in the first place, w r e secure the remission of our provincial 
contribution. Our case for such remission is overwhelming. 1 have 
shown that hut for the remission we have enjoyed during the pant three 
veai s and despite economy, retrenchment and taxation, wo should have 
been in deficit every year, in 1922-28 to the extent of nearly Its. 40 
lakhs, in 1928-24 Rs. 24$ lakhs, in the current year Its. 26$ lakhs, 
and if we do not secure a further remisshm during the coming year, 
we should, without incurring any new expenditure at all, lie in deficit, 
to the extent of Rs. 30$ lakhs. We have approached the Government 
of India with the request that this remission be made permanent. To 
that request we have so far had no reply, but we expect that, when the 
Hon'ble the Finance Member of the Government of India presents his 
budget in the Legislative Assembly, he will make some announcement 
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on the subject. To our request there can be but one reply. Our pecu- 
liar financial position has been emphasised from the very beginning- of 
the Reforms. The Joint Parliamentary Committee commented on the 
peculiar financial difficulties of Bengal and made a recommendation 
in our favour. The Government of India themselves recognised our. 
difficulties and at a time when they themselves were in financial 
straits, we were granted a temporary remission. They themselves in 
1921 admitted that even with every economy Bengal must have a deficit 
of Its. 120 lakhs — a deficit which would have existed even if provision 
wus made only for the bare minimum expenditure of the Province; in 
other words, the inequitable nature of the Meston Settlement so far 
as this Province was concerned was established. The remission 
which we secured reduced, but was far from wiping out, that deficit. 
We have done all we could to balance income and expenditure even 
with that remission, but if the contribution is not again remitted all 
our efforts will have l>een in vain. We can plead that we have done 
our best, we have endeavoured to secure equilibrium in our finances 
and we demand some recognition of our efforts. We have, I think, 
passed the test which the Hon’ble the Finance Member himself laid 
down two years ago. If the Government of India have a surplus and a 
reduction in provincial contributions is proposed, as was the case with 
the surplus last year, we can fairly claim the first place in any 
pnjposal of this kind. The justification # of this claim lies in all the 
considerations which 1 have just put forward. We, however, do not 
base our claim on the possession of u surplus by the Government of 
India, that is a circumstance which does not affect our case 
but only renders it easier for justice to be done. We maintain, as 
we have always maintained, that the Meston Settlement was grossly 
unjust to Bengal. The injustice has been proved and admitted, and 
hence w^e claim as a matter of right the permanent remission of the 
contribution. Otherwise* progress in Bengal will be at an end, the 
nation-building departments will again Ik* starved, and all develop- 
ment will cease. „ We have sent Mr. Marr, who havS been throughout 
in elewe touch with this question, as an official representative of BengnI 
on the Legislative Assembly. We have taken him from his work 

on the Improvement Trust, because of the great importance of this 
question, so that he may fight our battle with the Government of 
India at close quarters, and the Council may rest assured that he will 
not be wanting in every effort to pursue our claim to the 

utmost. And while I mention Mr. Marr, I should like here to pay 

a tribute to th« work that he has done for us in the past. For 

the last five years he was Finance Secretary to this Government, 
and it was in his time that all the questions relating to the financial 
settlement of Bengal were decided. He had the difficult task of pre- 
paring the budgets of the Province during times of acute financial 
distress and I am sure the Council will agree that we are greatly- 
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indebted to him for the excellent work that he did for us in those diffi- 
cult times. We wish him all success in his new sphere of activity. 

Sir, this completes my review of our financial position and our pro- 
gramme for the coming year. There is an element of uncertainty and 
we are at the moment iu a state of anxiety which we hope will be dis- 
pelled before we conclude our deliberations on this budget. I am hope- 
ful that we shall be successful uud thpt the projects which are contained 
in the budget will, if the Council assent*, be brought to completion. 
We should also then be in u position to make a further advance and to 
provide for some of the numerous outstanding wants of the Province, 
particularly in connection with education and public health. This will 
be later on in the year, but for the present I submit this budget for the 
consideration of the Council, and the Council will, I hope, acknowledge 
that we have done our best with the resources at our disposal. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] After 
the adjournment. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR RAHIM: Sir, the main head of the bud- 
get which is in my charge i* the administration of justice. I have very 
tew observations to make on it at the present stage. As the Council 
is aware, the main function of the Bengal Government, so far as the 
administration of justice i* concerned, is to provide the means of 
meeting the expenses of the Courts, and for making arrangements for 
housing the courts and the judicial officers in the province. It is the 
High Court that is responsible for the uctual administration of juNtico 
and it is for the High Court to propose the necessary arrangements for 
this purpose. It is in consultation with the High Court that we act 
throughout in making the required provisions. 

I should like to point out one matter which may have been noticed 
by the hon’ble members relating to the budget of the High Court. 
They may have noticed that there are very few item* and those only of 
minor importance that are now on the voted list. The hulk of the 
items of the High Court arc non-voted. This is a lhange fiorn the 
practice of previous years and has lieen brought about by the decision of 
His Excellency the Governor on the question that was raised whether 
the salaries of officers appointed by the lion ’hie the Chief Justice under 
the Letters Patent is votable or not. It has been decided that they are 
non-votable, and they have, therefore, been put down on the non-voted 
list. The hon’ble members may also have noticed that we have made 
provision for two additional judges of the High Court, but I ought to 
mention that only one appointment has hitherto been sanctioned and 
the desirability of making another additional appointment is still under 
consideration. No decision has been arrived at yet but provision ha* 
been made for .the second additional judge and for his establishment 
in order to find the necessary money if the decision is made that there 
should be another additional judge. 
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I do not think that there is anything as regards the other courts in 
Calcutta which call for any special remarks at this stage, but I ought 
to mention to the House that the Courts of the Presidency Magistrates 
are working very smoothly since Mr. Roxburgh took over charge as 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate. He has introduced a great number 
of improvements; the office has been overhauled and I believe that the 
difficulties that occurred in the past are not likely to occur again. The 
oases are disposed of expeditiously tffcd there are very few cases in which 
unnecessary adjournments are granted before disposal. 

Coming to the raufassal courts, one question that interest many 
hon’ble members is the question of the new scheme for the recruitment 
of mtinsiffs. That scheme has not yet been worked out in detail — I 
mean the scheme has not reached the final stage as we have still to 
determine what rates of pay are to be given to the future recruits in the 
provincial judicial service. This question, as the House may remem- 
ber, was raised by the report of the Retrenchment Committee in respect 
of the rates of salary both for members of the Provincial judicial 
service and the executive service, The whole question is one of great 
importance and is now under consideration. That is the main reason 
why the new scheme has not been completely worked out as yet. The 
House is aware that under the Civil Courts Act though the appoint- 
ments of munsiffs are made formally by the Government it is the duty 
of the High Court to make the selections'and these selections have to 
be accepted by the Government. I mention this because questions are 
often raised as to the appointments that are made to the provincial 
judicial service. 

I am glad to be able to announce — as the hon’ble members will find 
in the budget — that we have been able to make some provision for 
buildings necessary for housing the com is m the mufassal We have 
provided a sum of Rs. 1,88,000 for new expenditure on civil court build- 
ings, the ultimate expenditure on which will amount to Rs. t?/>0,000. 

I am in a position to inform the Council from my own observation as to 
the condition of filings in this respect in Chandpur, Munshiganj' and 
Chittagong. In these places new buildings are very urgently 
required. In Chandpur the munsiffs are housed in houses which are 
very badly ventilated and where even in the middle of the day it is so 
dark that it is impossible for the courts to do their work. The munsiffe’ 
Court in M unshiganj is of a similar nature. As regards Chittagong 
what we propose to build is better accommodation for the pleaders, the 
room now used by them as sitting room and library being much too small 
to accommodate them. There are some other buildings which we are 
providing about which I cannot speak from my own personal observa- 
tion, but which I know are badly needed from the reports we have 
received from the local officers. 

Another question that has been often rawed in this Council is with 
regard to the unsatisfactory nature of process serving. That, as every 
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on© admit©, is a matter requiring urgent solution if a solution' can b© 
found. The Civil Justice Committee presided over by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Rankin had among other matters to consider this very 
important question. I believe that the committee had complaints mad© 
to them from almost all jiarts of India regarding the service of pro- 
cesses. I do not think the report of that committee is out y©t as we 
have not received any copy of it but let us hope that they found them- 
selves in a position to make somfr suggestion to improve the state of 
things in this respect. 

I am glad to be able to tell the Council that we have been in a position 
to encourage the foundation of union benches and courts in Bengal in us 
many places as possible. The reports we have received from the officers 
are very reassuring in this respect. These lynches and courts are 
doing.useful work saving a lot of money in litigation to the poor people 
who can now have their smaller disputes settled at little cost in courts 
of summary jurisdiction in or very near their own villages. We 
proposed to provide for more of these courts as unions are started in 
different parts of the Province. If we can establish all over Bengal 
union courts in which the people have confidence then I am sure we shall 
be conferring a great boon on this Presidency. 

1 do not think there is any other matter to which 1 ought to refer 
in introducing my budget but I shall be very glad to answer any ques- 
tion which hon’ble members may desire to ask, as there may be points 
which 1 may have missed and which may require further information. 
I shall be at their disposal to answer any such question. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHEN80N • I only wish to say a few 

word> regarding the two principal departments in my charge. Taking 
jails first, I do not propose to examine the statistics or to compare th© 
figures of one year with that of another. ' The budget for the jail© 
depends every year on two important factors, first on the number of 
prisoners and secondly on the cost of diet, and as these fluctuate all th© 
figures in the jails budget fluctuate. 

There are two points that I should like to draw attention to about 
the manufactures because the figures will show that there has been 
© considerable decrease in the amount provided for manufactures a© 
compared with last year. The reason is that the jute mill in th© 
Presidency Jail has been out of commission since last November and 
probably will not be able to work during the whole of the next year. 
The machinery has become defective; we have got to face the fact#; 
we have got either to instal new machinery or to introduce another form 
of industry' to keep the prisoners employed. The other industry that 
has been stopped is the bakery at Darjeeling. We have closed that down 
because the Cantonment at Darjeeling have started their own bakery 
and there is not sufficient demand to enable us to keep our bakery at 
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the jail going. We are opening a bakery in the Alipur jail in its place. 
The policy of the Jail Department is to keep the Jail Commission’s 
Report in view and to carry out their recommendations as fast as we 
possibly can. We have established Advisory Board* which meet twice 
a year in all central jaits and examine the conduct in jail of prisoners 
as also their previous history and the judgment in their cases with a view 
to the premature release of prisoners who have completed half their 
terms. The Boards have the power to recommend to Government the 
remission of the remainder of their sentences. This is one of the 
recommendations of the Jail Commission and the Boards have recommend- 
ed a considerable number of remissions to which Government have 
given effect. The Jail Commission’s recommendations may be divided 
into three parts — firstly, those relating to the improvement of the 
establishment, secondly, those relating to the improvement and the 
construction of buildings and thirdly, those relating to the care of 
prisoners during their term of imprisonment and afterwards. All these 
are naturally interdependent. You cannot have good jails unless you 
have a good staff. You cannot improve the conditions under which 
you keep your prisoners unless you improve the structural conditions 
of jails; and it is the improvement of the structure 

of the jails which is the most difficult of all. We have 

improved the pay and prospects 4 of the warders. We 
have revised their pay. I cannot say that they show any 

very great satisfaction with the pay which we now give them. It may 
not be excessive, but undoubtedly it is considerably better than they 
used to get. We have also improved their prospects in many small ways 
and we hope in the coming year to carry out further small improvements 
such as giving them passes on the railway when they go on leave. Yi e 
have also improved the prospects of our medical staff in the jails — the 
Assistant Surgeons and the Sub-Assistant Surgeons— but we 

have not vet done anything to improve the position of the Jailors and 
Assistant Jailors and the clerical staff. The Jail Commission recommend 
that the executive and the clerical staff should be entirely separate and 
they have laid down scales of pay which they consider suitable for 
each. We have examined all these, and we have cut down the scale a 
bit. We have examined them over and over again and two years ago 
we obtained the consent of the Finance Department to revised scales 
for the Jailors, the Assistant Jailors and the clerical staff. But as the 
Council is aware, for the last two years we have not been able to place 
in the budget any scheme involving recurring expenditure. We have, 
therefore, told the jailors that we have recognised their claims— that 
we are prepared to remedy their grievances but they must wait till our 
financial conditions improve. It is not a satisfactory position and as 
the Finance Member has explained, in the current budget the Reserved 
Departments haye put forward no schemes which would involve recurring 
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expenditure. AH the new recurring expenditure is for the Transferred 
Departments. We have refrained from putting before the Council any 
recurring expenditure on the Reserved side but if we get remission of 
the 63 lakhs which we are to contribute to the Government of India 
there would be a*margin for recurring expenditure and I hope to be 
able to put before the Council in the July w^ession this question of the 
jailors and the assistant jailors and I am sure it will receive your 
sympathetic consideration. Hope deferred makes the heart sick. They 
have been told that they have a good case and the only reason that we are 
delaying is that our Exchequer is empty. I urn sure when we have got 
the money we will do it. 

Then as regards the buildings. We have considered the recommend- 
ations of the Jail Commission and have carefully revised our programme. 
We put in the first place a new jail for habitual prisoners and that will 
also enable us to improve thp conditions under which female prisoners 
are kept. The proposal was to take over the Army Clothing Department 
and to build the new jail there, keeping in the present jail the shorter 
term prisoners and also the female prisoners under improved conditions. 
The scheme is at present held up because we are having correspondence 
with the Government of India as to the terms under which they will 
let us have the Army Clothing Department building. We reckon that 
this scheme will cost us something like 16 lakhs. The second thing 
which we consider most important is a Borstal Institute for Bengal. 
At present w’e have no place where we can segregate our adolescents. In 
the coming year we propose to make a start though it is not altogether 
satisfactory. W T e have at Ilijli a new jail to hold alwiut 100 prisoner*. 
That jail is lying empty and I think this offers us a suitable opportunity 
for making a start in the Borstal Institute. We propose, therefore, to 
transfer our adolescent prisoners to Hijli and to run it on Borstal line*. 
There is at present no water-supply at Ilijli. The Council may remember 
that th* original scheme was to get the whole of the water-supply of 
the,new station from Kharagpur, and when the new station wan dropped 
the water-supply scheme was not carried out. Therefore, we have 
provided in the budget Rs 18,000 for the sinking of two tube well* and 
I hope that in July Session when the embargo on recurring expenditure 
will be done away with we shall come to the Council for an allotment 
of some Rs. 20,000 for the jail establishment at Hijli. While on thi* 
point, I do not know if any member of the Council know* the condition 
of the Juvenile jail in Calcutta but if any does, he will remember that 
there is room for considerable improvement there and we are hoping a* 
soon as possible to take up that question. The main industry in the 
Juvenile jail i* the making of quinine tablet*. But it is not an industry 
in itself adopted to train juvenile prisoners to earn their living when 
they go outside the jail. We want to scrap that as *oon a* possible and 
in its place to start carpentering, weaving, blacksmiths work, etc. 
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[At this stage the Hon’ble the President vacated the Chair which 
was then occupied by the Deputy President.] 

We want to run Juvenile jail more on the lines of a reformatory 
than a jail. This, of course, would involve considerable structural 
alterations. The present dormitories are most unsuitable and should 
certainly be scrapped and rebuilt on the lines of school dormitories. 
We should be able to take it up, as soon as we do away with the 
quinine tablet making industry there. 

Another recommendation of the Jail Commission involves the build- 
ing of new central jails, and converting district jails into sub-jails 
confining all the long-term prisoners in the new central jails to be 
built on modern lines so that there will be room for segregation of 
different classes of prisoners and room for recreation and more humanis- 
ing conditions. We reckon that that programme will cost us Rs. '30 
lakhs and it is third in our list. All we have been able to do so far is 
to build a new sub-jail at Patuakhali and extend the jail at Gaibandha. 
In making these new buildings we had in mind the recommendations 
of the Jail Commission. In the present budget we have made provision 
for the extension of the Asansol sub-jail and the Nowagaon sub-jail. 
Here, also, we shall be able to make some improvements on the lines of 
the Jail Commission's recommendations, but the immediate necessity of 
the projects is on account of the overcrowding in these two jails. The 
only other new expenditure that yoju will find in the budget is the 
provision for extending the municipal water-supply in Midnapur to the 
jail there. At present the jail depends for its water-supply on tanks 
and wells but as Midnapur has now got a water-supply it is certainly 
desirable to have the jail connected with it. Another item is to improve 
the water-supply of the Alipur Central jail. This will also, I hope, 
meet with the approval of the Council. 

I now turn to the more controversial subject of the Police. We 
have in th« present year kept within the Police Budget in spite of the 
fact that we Have had to deal with extra expenditure on the C. I. D. 
and the Lee Commission’s Report and an extra grant for petty repairs 
and for renewal of uniform equipments which can no longer be put off. 
!fhe budget for the next year is 1} lakhs higher than the present year. 
This includes an increase of Rs. .'1,00.000 over the budget of this year 
on the C. T. D. and the District Intelligence Branch in view of the 
abnormal political situation and half a lakh on account of the Lee 
Commission’s recommendations. To counterbalance this we have reduced 
travelling allowances by two lakhs and contract contingencies by half 
a lakh. The abnormal features of the political situation and the Lee 
Commission’s recommendations have obscured the endeavours we have 
made at retrenchment. When I discussed last year the retrenchment made 
in the police T made it quite clear that the effects of the Retrenchment 
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Committee’s Report could not possibly be to stereotype police expenditure ‘ 
The departmental expenditure must expand. It is in the nature of 
things. You cannot draw a line anywhere and say that it must expand 

so far and no further. ' 

• 

The effects of retrenchment was only to put th(* brake on the expansion 
of expenditure and to cut off excrescenses; and as I have pointed out 
before, there was always the danger that the retrenchment only postponed 
expenditure but did not avoid it* We can say this that if we had not re- 
trenchment after the Retrenchment Committee’s report, and I have already 
pointed out to this Council, and I may say it now, that the Police Depart- 
ment is one of the departments where we most earnestly tried to retrench, 
and if we had not retrenched to the extent of Its. 7 lakhs or so, the police 
budget to-day would be very considerably higher than it is. We have 
had oilr stock-taking and besides the actual immediate retrenchments, 
that stock-taking has had the effect of making us scrutinise with the most 
zealous care all proposals for new expenditure but there must he expansion 
and growth. 

Last year I said that the only item of the Retrenchment Committee's 
proposal that remained to Ik* examined was the abolition of police-station*. 
Well, we have continued that examination and we have abolished 11 
police-stations and we have 17 more under consideration. In every one 
nf these instances we have had the most heated protests, by telegram or 
by memorial, from the persons concerned. Only yesterday, the Council 
will remember, one member asked me a question about the reduction of 
a police-station, obviously implying thereby that it was unsound to 
abolish this station. I may read an extract from a letter from a well- 
known journalist with regard to another police-station. He say* : 

‘ This station has been in existence for a long time and it is because of 
it that crimes are practically unknown in the locality. If it is abolished 
we shall* have to run 15 miles for police help.” 

Bfcbu MANMOHON NEOGI; Which station is it? 

Tilt Hoii’blt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: It is a station in lessor*. 

It is gratifying to me to find that in spite of lurid speeches and writing* 
►eople in the mufassal do, in fact, regard the police not a* oppressors 
mt as protectors and they appreciate the advantage* of living near a 
>olice-8tation. 

As to new schemes, there is only onp Bengal police building scheme 
n the budget, and that is a provision for family quarters for the rou- 
table* in the lines at Jalpaiguri. These constables are hillmen and will 
tot live without their families. At present, they are living with them 
n huts built bv themselves around the police-station which everybody, 
rbo has seen them — T have not seen them myself but Hii Excellency 
ad seen them a short time ago— says are most insanitary and are most 
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disgraceful to Government. The provision amounts to Rs. 46,000 which 
I am sure the Council will not grudge, in order to allow police constables 
to have the delights of home life. 

The rest of the provisions in Public Works Department’s budget are 
parts of the Calcutta police housing scheme. Tfiis scheme came up. 
before the Council in August when I was not here* but I understand that 
there was no difference of opinion as to the urgent necessity of this housing 
scheme. If there is any member who doubts the necessity, I would 
like to take him round the police-stations and show him what they are at 
the present time. We put forward the scheme on the ground of urgent 
administrative necessity. At the present time we have almost all our 
police-stations housed in hired buildings. It is, to my mind, absolutely 
wrong that the police should be in the position of a tenant. The Com- 
missioner of Police is sometimes faced with the termination of a lease 
What can he do? He is, on the one hand, exposed to the temptation of 
putting pressure on the landlord to continue the lease; on the other hand, 
he is open to pressure by the landlord who knows that there is no other 
building in the neighbourhood where the police can be housed and, there- 
fore, he has got the Commissioner in the hollow of his hand and that is a 
position, in which, T maintain, no Government ought to put any adminis- 
trative officer. That is as regards the question of hiring. Secondly, we 
are having the rents steadily increasing. ^ While the Rent Act was in 
force, we used it, but the Rent Act no longer applies to any of our police- 
stations. Then, Sir, apart from the question of hiring, with regard to 
the question of accommodation we have police-stations which are not 
-only absolutely unsuitable for housing any body of police, but also even 
cannot hold a part of the men that qre necessary in that section — the 
rest of them are either housed in different places in the neighbourhood or 
have to lie housed in other thanas, a couple of miles away. It is impossi- 
ble to have real efficiency, it is impossible to have real discipline when 
your men are scattered about. I would ask any member of t hi- Council 
to go round and see whether these buildings are at all suitable fa* any 
body of men being placed in them. They are, for the most part, ordinary 
dwelling houses built for residences and not suitable for police barracks 
and so on. The accommodation is not sufficient afid men have sometimes 
to sleep on the verandahs and their health suffers, and, as I say, it is im- 
possible to maintain the proper amount of discipline so long as the police 
«re in this position. We have circulated a memorandum, explaining the 
scheme, and in drawing up this memorandum we have endeavoured to be 
absolutely scrupulous in taking into consideration every possible factor 
which could go against us on the financil point of view. We have taken 
all the criticisms that were made in the debate in August last and if 
members of Council will study that memorandum I think they will agree 
that we have succeeded in showing that apart from its administrative 
necessity the scheme will be a financial gain. I understand that the main 
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rdfck on trbich the proposal struck in August last was the f ading that if 
this money was given to the police, in soma way or other, the Transferred 
Departments might suffer. I think that after hearing the Financial 
Member's speech this afternoon, you will agree that the Transferred 
Departments have been generously treated and when we hare a proposal 
which is absolutely and urgently necessary on the ground of administra- 
tion, health and convenience and in addition we can show that the scheme 
is a financially remunerative scheme and that we propose to recoup 
the expenditure by a loan from the Government of India, I do trust that 
the Council will allow that scheme to go through this year 

% 


The Hoit’bf* Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadurs The 

first head with *hich my Department is concerned it that of “6— Land 
Revenue/’ 


So far as charges of Administration are concerned, there is little to 
be said. Provision is made in the budget to curry on the work done 
under various Acts, and the Financial Statement explains the reason* 
for the increased grant which the Council is asked to give. Owing to a 
temporary reduction in work, it was found possible to keep the post of 
one Land Acquisition Officer vacant since the 7th April. But the work 
has again increased, and an I. C. S. Officer will he appointed from the 
middle of March as First Land Acquisition Collector. 

A large part of the expenditure on the Management of Government 
Estates is met from the 9} per cent, on the collection of these Estates 
which after the deduction of recurring grants to hospitals and 
dispensaries is allowed to the Board of Revenue for the cost of manage* 
ment and agricultural improvements. Owing to the increased cost of 
establishment; the cost of management has been encroaching on the 
amount which should be set aside for agricultural improvements. It 
was hoped in this budget to allow the Board a further 1$ per cent, but 
unfortunately this has not been found possible. A sum of Rs. 60,000 is 
provided for the annual allotment for agricultural public works such as 
irrigation and drainage works and embankments. For colonisation work 
in the Bakarganj and 24-Parganas Sundarbans sums of Rs. 1,11,000 and 
Rs. 33,000 are provided* the total being similar to that provided last 
year, the value of this work was made clear in the Land Revenue 
Administration Report of last year, which showed that in the Bakarganj 
Sundarbans 102 square miles had been fully colonised and assessed ; the * 
annual demand from this assessed area in 1923-24 was already Rs. 91,000 
•nd will ultimately rise to more than Rs. 2,11,000. 

V 

The apparent increase in the demand for the grant for Mnnagefl**nt 
of Government: Estates is explained in the Financial Statement as due 
,1b| a change in classification of the payment of cessee. Apart from this 
fihste is U o further change which requires comment. 
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I will now turn to Surrey and Settlement. In 1921 in response to 
representations made in the Council, the Revenue Member undertook 
that, in order to reduce the annual cost, the four-party system on which 
surrey and settlement operations were formerly conducted would be 
changed ito a two-party; system. fin the present year two traverse survey, 
parties have been working in the Murshidabad-Birbhum area and in the 
24-Parganas. Three blocks of the former and two of the latter will be 
completed this year, and next year one party will take up the fourth and 
last block of Birbhum district and the other the third block in the 
24-Par gana s. 

Similarly there are two field partiesfcarrying on the settlement work 
in the blocks which have been traverse surveyed. Attestation in one 
block of Murshidabad-Birbhum will be finished early in 1925-26 ; 
cadastral survey and the preliminary preparation of the record will be 
finished in the second block early next year, and will then be followed 
by attestation, whilst cadastral survey and preliminary record- writing 
will be taken up in the third block. In the 24-Parganas the first stage 
has already begun in the Basirhat Subdivision block and will be finished 
early 1926-26. Attestation will then begin there, and cadastral survey 
and record-writing will start in the second Mock. 

Besides these main operations provision is also made in the budget for 
finishing off operations in other districts in which the field work is 
practically complete, but case work, printing, recovery of costs, diara 
resumption, resettlement of Government and temporarily-settled estates, 
and so on, still remain. Jessore will be completely finished this year, 
but a sum of Rs. 1,800 is provided for the work that remains to be done 
in Bankura, and half a lakh in Nadia. In Pabna-Bogru, though the 
field work of the main settlement is finished, where the resettlement of 
Government and temporarily-settled estates along the Jamuna river is 
due, work will continue throughout next year and probably will not be 
completed till 1926-27. In Khulna, the attestation of the last block will 
be finished early in 1925-26, but printing, recovery of costs, case work, 
etc., will remaih and will not be finished till 1926-27 or 1927-28. 

The operations which have so far been mentioned are all connected 
with the regular district settlements. Besides these there are minor 
operations of both survey and settlement. In the jungly parts of 
Chittagong, traverse survey has to be done where cultivation has been 
extended since the last settlement. In Bakarganj and Darjeeling 
districts, provision has to be made for the completion of survey work of 
Government states and tea estates, which is expected to be finished by 
June- The survey of the Bidyadhari for the Calcutta Corporation will 
probably be completed within this financial year, but a survey of a 
boundary between Rangpur and Goalpara districts at the request of tfce 
Maharaja of Coeaimbaxar and the Raja of Goalpara will be continued 
next year. # 
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Of minor settlement operations, the most important is Chittagong* 
This district consists as to two-thirds of its area of Government estates 
which were last settled 30 years ago and they are now due for resettle- 
ment But they aje so intricately mixed up with the permanently- 
.settled estates that at the last settlement, maps and records were 
prepared for the whole district. These are being used and brought up to 
date and on the basis of the fresh record thus prepared the Government 
estates will be reassessed to revenue. The district has been divided 
into four blocks. The work has started in “ A ” block consisting of a 
number of thanas in the centre of the district. In 1925*26 this block 
will be completed and the second block consisting mainly of the Cox’s 
Bazar subdivisions will be taken up. 

In Bakarganj and Darjeeling, resettlement and the preparation of 
recorder will follow the surveys I have already mentioned, and provision 
has been made for them. 

The reasons for the variations in the revised estimate for the current 
year and the new budget estimate have been given in the Financial 
Statement, and need not be repealed. The net result is that the demand 
for the* grant which will be made for the coining year is Its. 56,000 less 
than the amount provided in last year’s budget. The effect of the sub- 
stitution of a two-party for a four-party system may be seen by a com- 
parison of the cost of major survey and settlement operations now and in 
the last year when the four-party system was in force. The Survey and 
Settlement Report for the year ending 30th September, 1921, showed that 
the actual cost of the major operations in that year was Its. 3,44,000 for 
survey and Rs. 21,92,000 for settlement; the amounts provided in the 
budget for next year’s major operations are Rs. 1,60,500 for survey and 
Rs. 15,67,000 for settlement. 

I would now turn to “ General Administration ”. The sub-beads 
which concern the Revenue Deportment are the Board of Revenue, 
Commissioners, District Administration and other establishment (the 
Appointment Department is also concerned in these, c.g.> the appoint- 
ment of Circle Officers* concerns them). The variations in expenditure 
have been explained in the Financial Statement, and little more need 
be said. It may lie noted that the explanation of the increase under 
the head 41 Board of Revenue ” is due to the increment of pay in the 
Board’s office (Rs. 4,000) and in the establishment of private estates 
(Rs. 1,000>. The contingencies account for an increase of Rs. 1,000 
and the rest of the excess over this year’s revised estimate is due to 
minor items. The only items of new expenditure for which Revenue 
Department is responsible are the acquisition of a plot of land alvtfajy 
acquired by the Erisbnagar Municipality at a cost of Re. 3,363, and 
the mainte nan ce of storm-warning signals at inland stations at a cost 
of Rs. 300. This latter item represents the cost of fire experimental 
stations hi the cost of Rs. 60 each. The object is to warn hosts of 
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approaching storms by the use of simple signals and lights. If found 
successful, the system will be extended later to other important inland 
river stations. 

The plot of land which it is proposed to acquire at Krishnagar was 
originally acquired the Krishnagar Municipality for widening a* 
road and making a park. The Civil Court enhanced as award from 
Its. 617 to Rs. 2,862 and the municipality asked Government to take 
over the land, as it is immediately adjacent to the Government ferry; 
Government agreed to pay the whole charge amounting to Rs. 3,363. 

This accounts for a part of the increased demand for other establish- 
ments. The charge for circuit houses, which is mentioned in the 
Financial Statement, accounts for Rs. 26,000, the rest of the increase 
is due to ferry charges. 

I should now say something about the Forest Department. In the 
Bengal Presidency Forest Manual it is said that a forest fulfils its 
highest function when it produces in a permanent fashion the greatest 
possible quantity of that material which is most useful to the general 
public, and at the same time yields the best possible return to the pro- 
prietor. It is the policy of this Government to endeavour, within the 
limits imposed by financial considerations, to enable the forests of 
Bengal, to fulfil this function. It may vje claimed that some success 
has been achieved in the past, for whilst 50 years ago the expenditure 
was Rs. 1,11,000 and the revenue Rs. 1,64,000, in 1923-24 the revenue 
was Rs. 22,61,000 and the expenditure Rs. 12,42,000. The increase in 
the revenue is a measure of the services which the forests have rendered 
to the public, and the same public have been benefited by the increase 
in the net revenue from half a lakh to more than 10 lakhs. But the 
growth in expenditure is also significant, for it shows that the more 
money the Council is able to give to the Forest Department, the more 
money is that department likely to make available for the needs of the 
Province. It may be said without fear of contradiction that expendi- 
ture on the forests is revenue-producing. 

It is, therefore, a matter of regret that it has not been possible to 
provide in the budget any part of the two lakhs which the Conservator 
of Forests requires for schemes of development, for the construction of 
roads and paths, bridges and culverts, the removal of obstacles which 
impede the traffic in rivers, the construction of rest-houses and quarters 
for the men working in the forests, and the purchase of materia] and 
machinery, all of which are so essential to development. But if more 
money becomes available, this department will take the earliest 
opportunity of asking for a further grant for this purpose. For the 
present, the demand placed before the Council is only for carrying on the 
work on the scale which has already been achieved ; in fact, whilst the 
estimates provide for a alight increase in revenue, the total estimated 
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expenditure, both voted and non-voted, is considerably less than either 
. the budget or revised estimate of the current year. There are only 
two items of new expenditure; both are non-voted, but it may interest 
the Council to hear that it is proposed to provide Rs. 15,000 for the 
purchase of a tractot, with recurring charges of^Rs. 1,090. This will 
at first be used at Bagdogra, ten miles from Sihguri, where labour is 
difficult to get, for the extraction of logs from the forest and hauling 
them to the railway station; it will also be used for ploughing clear- 
felled areas for replanting. It is hoped that by the use of this tractor 
not only will the outturn be increased, but that there will also be a 
saving of Rs. 10,000 a year in the cost of extraction and cultivation. 

The other item of new expenditure is an honorarium of 11s. 1,600 
which is to be paid to Mr. Cowan, Deputy Conservator of Forests, now 
on leave, who is engaged in the revision of Mr. Gamble's list of trees, 
the last edition of which was published in 1895 and needs bringing up 
to date. 

It is proposed to conduct khedda operations in the Chittagong 
Division next year, and a sum of Rs. 30,000 lias been provided to meet 
the cost. It is not easy to estimate the probable rec eipts of such a 
venture, but the inclusion of Rs. 40, (K>0 on the revenue side shows the 
amount which it is hoped to secure from the sale of elephants. It is, 
however, necessary in the interest of c ultivators living near the* Forests 
to keep down the number of wild elephants, and it is not merely for 
the sake of profit that these khedda operations are undertaken. 

Cinchona plantation has come in for some comment in past years. 
It would not be out of place to say something about our policy. 

In the Resolution on the Sixty-second Annual Report of the Cinc hona 
Plantations it was stated that the policy of Government is to maintain 
and, if possible, extend the Cinchona Plantations and at the same time 
improve and develop the factory, in order to meet the requirement* of 
the Province. Subsequent inquiry shows that it may be possible to find 
new areas suitable for the Cinchona plant, within workable distance 
from the factory, and the Superintendent ha* been asked to carry out 
experiments. Meanwhile, the advice of the Public Health Depart- 
ment is being obtained as to the demand for quinine in Bengal, and it 
will be the endeavour of Government to produce sufficient quinine to 
meet this demand. It is not anticipated that there will be any difficulty 
in expanding the capacity of the factory when required, and this of 
course will take less time than growing the Cinchona bark for conver* 
aion into quinine. In tbe meantime it is hoped to make minor improve- 
ments in tbe factory which will enable it to turn out better finished 
products. Actum hes already been taken to improve tbe packing of 
quinine sulphate in powder form, regarding which there have been 
complaint*. 
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The budget estimates for next year need little comment. The slight 
decrease of Bs. 1,000 for voted and increase of Bs. 1,000 for non-voted 
expenditure require no explanation. It is, perhaps, sufficient to draw 
the attention of the Council to the fact that whilst the total expendi- 
ture in 1923-24 was l^tle more than Bs. 3,35,000, tie receipts were over 
Bs. 7,92,000. The money spent on the Cinchona plantations therefore 
yields a handsome return to the Province. 

Under the head of Civil Works there are six items of expenditure 
concerning the Revenue Department for which the Council is being 
asked to provide funds. It is proposed to construct residences for the 
second officer in Netrakona and Patuakhaii subdivisions and for the 
Sub-Deputy Collectors at Netrakona and Chandpur. The reason is the 
same for all these residences, viz , , that officers who are posted to these 
places find it impossible to obtain houses to live in. The schepnes for 
the construction of these residences have been awaiting the provision of 
funds for several years, and the same is true of the other schemes for 
which a grant is now asked. The extension of the Dacca Collectorate 
has long been overdue. At present not only the Road Cess Office, but 
also the Excise Office, the Office of the District Inspector of Schools 
and two Courts of Honorary Magistrates are accommodated in the 
District Board Office. The District Board naturally require their 
building for their own work, especially for the accommodation of the 
Public Health staff. The Police Office again is at present occupying 
a private building for which rent is paid. The need of providing 
further accommodation is, therefore, urgent. 

The necessity of providing more office room at Malda has been urged 
upon Government for several years. The room in which the Superin- 
tendent of Police’s office has to work is very inadequate, and it is pro- 
posed to construct a new forms room for the Magistrate’s courts and 
to convert the existing forms room into an office for the Superintendent 
of Police at a cost of Ra. 11,600. 

The other item is the extension of the subdivisions! court building 
at Netrakoniift Mymensingh district. At present there is no record 
room, and the court of the Honorary Magistrates has to be held in a 
temporary shed. It is proposed to extend the main court building at 
a cost of Rs. 15,670 in order to meet these needs. 

Both during last year and this the policy of the Irrigation Department 
has been to reduce expenditure and to complete works in hand. The re- 
commendations of the retrenchment officer have been fully carried out : 
establishment has been reduced as low as possible and working expenses 
have been curtailed to the lowest limits. Special attention has been 
given to the working of the dredgers and substantial economies have been 
elected. There is, however, a limit below which it is not possible to go 
without reducing the efficiency of open works : the activities of the depart- 
ment are extending over wider areas and works which used to be looked 
< * 
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after by the Roads and Buildings Branch have been transferred to this 
• Department. New subdivisions have been opened in Bankura and 
Birbhum to look after the construction of small irrigation works and 
a third subdivision h$s been opened at Rajshahi for the purpose of keeping 
under observation the area which suffered during ghe floods of 1918 and 
1922. 

The revenue from tolls and water-rates has been increased but the 
full effect will not be disclosed for several years. 

On the other hand the fact has to be faced that heavy expenditure 
is required on the rebuilding of the bridges over the canals round Calcutta; 
the rapid deterioration of the rivers in the western Sundarbans is a 
serious matter and until the Grand Trunk Canal is opened the coat 
of dredging these rivers will rise at a rapidly increasing rate. 

Under Head XIII is included the Midnapore, Ilijli and Calcutta and 
Eastern Canals, the Madaripur Bhil Route and repairs to dredgers. 
Over and above normal maintenanee charges the following items are in* 
eluded in the current year’s budget. The Kaorapukar lock and sluice 
and the Arapanch drainage works will be completed : the construction of 
a new bridge over the Circular Canal to carry the Dum-Dum Road and 
to replace the present bridge if being carried otit by the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust on behalf of Government : three-fifths of the cost is being met 
by Government and the remainder in equal proportions by the Improve- 
ment Trust and Calcutta Corporation. It is expected that this bridge 
will be opened early next financial year. 

The Tollygunj and Alipore bridges are both in n very weak condition 
and will have to be closed to traffic shortly to prevent a serious accident : 
it is proposed to erect wider bridges to carry present-day loads: the 
question of the division of the expenditure between Government and the 
Improvement Trust and Calcutta Corporation is under discussion. The 
budget contains an item for preliminary expenditure. 

In the case of the Madaripur Bhil the cost of maintenance has been 
raised because the floods of 1924, which exceeded previous records, 
caused considerable damage to the embankment 

Next year the final payment lor the Dum-Dum bridge will be made and 
the reconstruction of the Tollygunj and Alipore bridges will be proceeded 
with: a new office for the Calcutta Canals subdivision will be builtto 
take the place of the one acquired by the Improvement Trust in connec- 
tion with the .Shambasar Park : new quarters for the Subdivistonal 
Officer at Madaripur are also required because no quarters exist gad 
suitable accommodation cannot be found. The dredging of the Doa 
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Agra must also be done as this river is in very bad condition and naviga- 
tion is impeded : on tbe boat canals the Bhangore Khal requires silt ' 
clearance at once because traffic is much impeded due to boats grounding. 

On the Madaripu^ Bhil the estimate is above' normal on account 
of flood damage repairs to the embankment which will not be completed 
during the current year. 

The “ Cowley ” dredger is also due for a thorough overhaul. 

Under Head 15 is entered the upkeep of all works not included under 
XIII. On the Eden Canal the maintenance charges in both years are 
normal except for the remodelling of the Chowbera bridge on the Memari 
road, the arch of which is on the point of collapse: this work will be 
commenced (his year and finished next year: a provision has also been 
made for partial silt clearance of the Saraswati. Under new works the 
Jamalpur sluice will be modified so that an additional supply of water 
can be secured in the monsoon for flushing the old river beds in the 
Burdwan and Hooghly districts. An item has also been included for 
building a new regulator on the Kana Damodar for irrigation, the 
cost of which will be equally borne by Government and the estate 
benefited. 

Under miscellaneous expenditure Us. 2,000 have been entered for the 
completion of the surveys of the Dolong irrigation scheme in Midnapore 
and Us. tG,000 for pensionary charges* 

In connection with navigation, drainage and embankments the follow- 
ing special provisions have been made : The completion of the excavation 
of the Hoorhoora Khal in the Howrah and Hooghly districts to release the 
Damodar floods into the Rupnarain river and the completion of the 
Arapanch drainage scheme. The maintenance of D schedule embani- 
ments is higher than usual because the breaches near Ghatal caused by 
the large flood of 1922 are being filled. It is also proposed to silt clear 
the Bally Khal to improve the drainage of the Dankuni basin concerning 
which complaints harS been received. 

In regard to next year the Hoorhoora Khal will be completed by * 
tbe “ Cowley ” dredger which will then be diverted to the Buxi Khal to 
widen and deepen it so as to give an improved outlet for the Damodar 
floods. The work already done in this vicinity has caused a considerable 
improvement in the drainage of the country and it is expected that as 
soon as the Hoorhoora and Buxi Khals have been completed they will 
of themselves improve. It is also proposed to take up and complete the 
Amirabad scheme in the Contai subdivision which has been held in 
abeyance for some time for want of money- The sum entered for ordinary 
maintenance will again be above the average, because money is required 
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far completing the filling in of the breaches near Ghatal. If this money 
is not forthcoming the work done during the current year will be washed 
away by the floods. 

Head 16 is the head to which all expenditure on capital account 
charged to Revenue is accounted. There ia no change during the 
current year in the amount in the budget which totals 4J lakhs and will 
be distributed as follows : — 

Rs. 

Completion of the drainage of the I*ower Kumar river ... 3,58,000 

Compensation for crops on the Madaripur Bhil ... 6,000 

Completion of the drainage of the Bidyadhari river ... 86,000 

Next year the expenditure under this head will bo much smaller being 
Rs. 1,55,000. This sum is required for the following purposes 

Rs. 15,000 for compensation for crops on the Lower Kumar river 
, which will be a liability outstanding from the current year. 

Rs. 40,000 for the excavation of two sidings on the Madaripur Bhil 
Route in the narrow portion to enable vessels to puss one 
another without difficulty. If these sidings are provided the 
widening of the rest of the route cun lie postponed for the 
present. 

Rs. 1,00,000 for the construction of sluices and locks on the Madari- 
pur Bhil Route in order to control the supply of water so 
as to flush the Iiower Kumar river and thus reduce future 
expenditure for dredging. 

* 

Head 55 includes the Grand Trunk Canal and purchase of the 
“ Cowley ” and “ Burdwau ” dredgers. For the former the budget 
estimates for* the current year was Rs. 63,000 mostly for establishment 
and the upkeep of the li Roimldshay dredger. The establishment pro- 
vision has been considerably reduced on the abolition for the time being of 
the post of Chief Engineer. Certain awards on account of previous 
land acquisition however have been given against Government and the 
total estimate is now raised to Ils. 1,10, 00(h Against the Cowley 
and “ Burdwan ” dredgers the expenditure will 1* Rs. 3,000 only du« 
to an outstanding liability which has to bo paid to the contractors at home. 
The receipts on capital account are now placed at Rs. 2,12,000 instead of 
Ra. 2,85,000.* This reduction is due to the fact that the “ Burdwan 99 
dredger has been lying up for the greater portion of the year and the 
« Cowley n has also been idle for several months. 
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In regard to next year the expenditure on the Grand Trunk Canal is 
estimated at He. 20,000 on the assumption that work does not proceed. 
This item includes Ha. 11,000 for establishment, Es. 6,000 for the upkeep 
of the “ Bonaldshay ” and Us. 3,000 for petty repairs. Against the 
“ Cowley ” dredger a s^di of Its. 11,500 has been entered for spare parts 
to be ordered from home and for small alterations to this vessel. The 
receipts on capital account are placed at Rs. 2,83,000 on the assumption 
that the works on wlych it is anticipated that these two dredgeii will be 
employed will be taken up. 

I think I have made the position of my departments fairly clear. If 
any member of the Council would like further information, Mr. Hopkyns, 
Mr. Addams-Williams or myself will be only too glad to explain if he 
would come and see us. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 8 p.m“ on Thursday, the 26th 
February, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


b. c. a 
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